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With 20 years of 
Jazzercise experience 
between them, Danielle 
Luebbe and Roxanne 
Wohlford are excited to 
run the Seward chapter.

The two will offi-
cially take ownership 
March 1, buying the 
business from Mary 
Gross.

“She could tell we 
were both invested in 
it,” Luebbe said.

Luebbe joined Jazzer-
cise nine years ago. 
Wohlford joined the 
chapter in York 11 years 
ago and, when it closed, 
drove to Aurora for 
classes. The Seward site 
is five minutes from her 
home, she said.

Both are trained 
Jazzercise instructors. 
Both tried other ex-
ercise programs, but 
Jazzercise was the one 
that stuck.

Seward Jazzercise 

currently meets up-
stairs from Liz’s Sweet 
Shop and shares space 
with the William Henry 
School of the Arts. The 
stairs are on the north 
side of the building.

Both Wohlford and 
Luebbe said they’re 
excited to grow the 
business. Participant 
numbers have dropped 
in the past year because 
of COVID-19, they said, 
but the online option 
has been a great oppor-
tunity.

Beginning in March, 
all the Seward classes 
will be live-streamed, 
they said.

Classes last 60 min-
utes and include both 
cardiovascular work 
and strength training. 
Seward has eight certi-
fied instructors.

“We use all forms of 
dance,” Luebbe said, 
listing hip hop, jazz and 
ballet as examples.

Wohlford said they’ve 
bought all new equip-

ment to freshen up the 
classes. Some students 
prefer to bring their 
own weights and mats, 
and that’s OK, the in-
structors said.

A low-impact routine 
is also available for 
those who may not be 
able or ready to do the 
high-impact options.

“We get a lot of wom-
en because it’s dance 
fitness, but we have got-
ten some men,” Luebbe 
said.

Routines change 
every six to eight weeks, 
and the instructors 
learn them along with 
the students. They are 
developed by instruc-
tors at the corporate 
office.

“As long as you just 
keep moving, you don’t 
have to do it perfectly,” 
Luebbe said.

One of the benefits to 
working out in a group 
is the accountability, 

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Seward City 
Council on Tuesday, 
Feb. 16, voted down 
the first reading of an 
ordinance that would 
repeal the city’s mask 
mandate.

The language of the 
ordinance presented 
Tuesday stated that it 
would amend munic-
ipal code Chapter 51, 
Article 2 to repeal the 
sections that required 
the wearing of face cov-
erings in public places. 
The vote to suspend 
the rules that required 
an ordinance be heard 
three times failed five 
votes in opposition to 
three votes in favor. 

The motion would 
have needed at least six 
votes in favor, a three-
fourths majority, to 
pass. The vote failing 
did not eliminate the 
ordinance, as it will be 
heard again during the 
March 2 meeting. The 
current ordinance is 
set to sunset on March 
3. 

Prior to the vote, 
the council opened the 
ordinance to a public 
hearing, in which 
several members of the 
general public voiced 
their support for the re-
peal of the mask man-
date, which has been in 
place since Dec. 3. 

Kristi Ideus spoke 
first, stating that she 
believed a lack of a hol-
iday spike, the loosen-
ing of COVID-19 related 
restrictions by the 
State of Nebraska and 
a continuing decline of 
new cases in the county 
were valid reasons to 

drop the mandate. 
“The risk dial 

shows that it’s time 
to let people decide 
for themselves if they 
want to wear a mask or 
if businesses want to 
require people to wear 
one if they enter their 
place of business. Some 
businesses are ready 
for the mandate to be 
removed so they don’t 
have to police it on a 
daily basis,” she said. 
“It’s time for Seward to 
get back to normal, so 
please help our town 
get there and remove 
the mask mandate.”

Ben Lewis posed his 
comments as a question 
to the council, asking 
what they’d need to 
see from a case rate 
standpoint to get rid 
of the mask mandate. 
He pointed out that the 
case rate now is sig-
nificantly lower than 
it was in October when 
the mask mandate was 
first considered and 
ultimately failed.

“If we’re not going to 
lift the mandate to-
night, how much better 
does it have to get to let 
the mandate expire?” 
he said. “Does it have to 
get to zero? Do we have 
to completely eradicate 
it in Seward County? 
What has to be done?”

Roger Reamer, 
Memorial Healthcare 
Systems CEO, said the 
case rate both locally 
and nationally has led 
to optimism. On Feb. 
6, he said the one week 
case rate was at 22 
positive cases and 14 
positive cases the week 
before that. Hospital-
izations in the state 
have dropped from 987 

the week of Thanks-
giving to fewer than 
180 currently. Reamer 
said the situation in the 
county is heading in 
the right direction, es-
pecially since vaccina-
tion efforts have been 
successful so far. 

While successes 
have been made, Ream-
er said four factors in 
the next few months 
are vital to ensure the 
positive cases continue 
to trend downward. 

“Two of those are 
positive and two have 
a tendency to slow us 
down,” he said. “Num-
ber one is the increas-
ing number of people 
getting vaccinated and 
also the seasonability, 
as we are heading into 
spring and summer.”

The factors for 
concern, he said, are 
the variants that have 
been found in the 
United States and the 
relaxation of safety 
procedures. Reamer 
said MHCS’ position on 
the new ordinance is 
to keep the mandate in 
place through March 3 
in order to administer 
vaccines to more people 
that are considered the 
most vulnerable. 

Pete Kenow said 
the citizens of Seward 
were able to decrease 
the amount of positive 
cases from an average 
of 30 cases per day on 
Nov. 10 to an average of 
11.1 on Dec. 2 without 
a mandate in place. 
While positive cases 
continued to decline 
throughout the man-
date, Kenow said the 
citizens have proven 
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Roxanne Wohlford, left, and Danielle Luebbe are the new owners of Seward Jazzercise. 
They’re planning a grand reopening class March 4 at Junto Winery east of Seward.

Jazzercise celebrates new ownership

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Businesses and 
homeowners in Seward 
narrowly avoided pow-
er outages last week 
amid record-breaking 
frigid temperatures. 

Last Monday, the 
City of Seward sent out 
a notice that the Norris 
Public Power District 
(NPPD), which pro-
vides power to six coun-
ties, including Seward, 
would begin rolling 
blackouts across its 
coverage area to lessen 
the energy load. NPPD 
is a member of the 
Southwest Power Pool 
(SPP), which is a com-
bined group of power 
generating utilities 
in the central United 
States. SPP advised 
its utilities Monday, 
including NPPD, that 

it is under an Energy 
Emergency Alert (EEA) 
due to the amount of 
electricity being used 
across its region due to 
the widespread ex-
treme cold. 

Under the EEA, SPP 
informed its utilities 
rolling blackouts may 
be necessary in por-
tions of their coverage 
areas to “shed load” 
should the EEA reach 
Level 3 of its three level 
alert system. Outages 
were estimated to be 30 
to 45 minutes or up to 
an hour in some areas. 

The EEA did reach 
Level 3 on Monday and 
Tuesday and the NPPD 
that the SPP would 
begin rolling blackouts 
in the area. According 
to updates posted on 
NPPD’s Facebook page 
throughout the day 
on Tuesday, outages 

occurred in multiple 
areas of the district, 
including Utica, Dewitt 
and Clatonia. The SPP 
eventually ended the 
EEA on the morning of 
Thursday, Feb. 18, elim-
inating the need for 
rolling blackouts but 
advised that it would 
still operate in conser-
vative operations until 
10 p.m. Feb. 20. 

While the potential 
for rolling blackouts 
existed throughout the 
week in the NPPD, the 
City of Seward avoided 
outages. Seward City 
Administrator Greg 
Butcher said that the 
city and NPPD were 
in constant commu-
nication throughout 
the week. He said one 
factor that may have 
prevented Seward from 

Ordinance to end mask 
mandate fails first reading

Seward narrowly avoids 
blackouts related to cold
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Carson Fehlhafer of Centennial celebrates his state championship Feb. 20 at the CHI Health 
Center in Omaha. Fehlhafer pinned his way to the title. Read more starting on page 1B.

Fehlhafer tops state podium
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Exercise your mind

129 S 6TH ST. 
SEWARD, NE 68434

One monthly trip
to the pharmacy

We can help you synchronize 
your meds with our Auto Refill 
program so you only have to 

make one stop for the month.
It will help you save time and 
trips, but more importantly, it 
allows us to help you adhere 

to your medication guidelines. 
We keep track of what 

medications you need, provide 
you with a courtesy call, and 

arrange pick-up. 

402-643-2918
pacnsaverx@windstream.net

www.pacnsaverx.com

By: Emma Zoller

2020 was a doozy. 
The novel coronavi-

rus, the tragic murder 
of George Floyd and the 
revealing of the system-
ic racism rooted deeply 
in our nation’s history, 
and the continuous rise 
of technology which 
study after study has 
shown increases our 
stress levels, to name a 
few. 

Americans are more 
stressed than ever, and 
are looking for ways to 
cope with the current 
state of the world. Read 
along for a few quick 
and simple ways to de-
stress in overwhelming 
moments. 

Take time for sol-
itude. Be alone with 
yourself without tech-
nology and away from 
people. According to 
a Sage journal article 
titled Solitude as an 
Approach to Affective 
Self-Regulation, solitude 
generally has a deacti-
vation effect on people’s 
affective experiences, 
decreasing high-arousal 
affects. 

“We found that sol-
itude could lead to relax-
ation and reduced stress 
levels when individuals 

actively choose to be 
alone,” the 2017 article 
stated.

Solitude can look 
different for everyone. 
For a busy parent, it 
may mean sitting at the 
kitchen counter for 15 
minutes before the day 
starts and taking in the 
silence. 

For a college student, 
it could look like wak-
ing up a few minutes 
earlier, sitting at a desk 
or going for a walk and 
just catching a breather. 
The point is, taking a 
few moments of being 
alone with ourselves 
and our thoughts can 
help us to refocus and 
calm our minds to pre-
pare for the challenges 
of the day. 

Secondly, in mo-
ments where you find 
yourself overwhelmed 
with stress, activating 
the five senses (taste, 
touch, smell, hear and 
see) can help keep the 
mind grounded. In her 
Psychology Today arti-
cle, Ph.D. Vinita Mehta 
explains that activating 
senses can help recon-
nect the mind to the 
body.

Activating the five 
senses looks different 
for everyone. In mo-

ments of chaos, getting 
outdoors to smell the 
fresh air, touch green 
grass, hear the birds 
and to see new sur-
roundings can help the 
mind regain its calm-
ness. 

In addition to this, 
eating something and 
focusing on the tastes 
and sensations it brings 
can be a way to help the 
mind focus on some-
thing besides stressful 
situations.

Lastly, exercising 
is a commonly known 
way to help ease stress. 
Every time a person 
exercises, they release 
mood-boosting chemi-
cals called endorphins 
which lower blood pres-
sure and strengthen the 
heart, according to a 
Harvard Health Pub-
lishing article. 

So next time you’re 
feeling overwhelmed, 
try grabbing a pair 
of sneakers and head 
outside for a run, or do 
Pilates at home. 

To live a calm and 
collected life, it’s im-
portant to step away 
from the busyness 
and to regain clarity 
through ways that work 
for you. Hope these tips 
help you do just that.

Five different ways to destress 

COURTESY PHOTO

Busy day? Try yoga. Some people take up yoga to focus the mind and body as a way to 
destress. 

Individuals looking for a way to 
incorporate exercise into their lives 
need look no further than their 
own feet. Walking offers numerous 
health benefits to people of all ages, 
and it's particularly beneficial to fit-
ness novices. Walking can facilitate 
a transition between inactivity and 
increased intensity for those who 
may have been away from exercise 
for some time.

According to Dr. Thomas Frie-
den, former director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
walking is "the closest thing people 
have to a wonder drug." Any phys-
ical activity is a boon to personal 
health, and walking provides a host 
of benefits.

1. Strengthens bones: Walking 
can slow down the loss of bone mass 
due to osteoporosis. Arthritis.org 
notes that a study of postmenopaus-
al women found that 30 minutes of 
walking each day reduced their risk 
of hip fractures by 40 percent.

2. Boosts cardio endurance: 
Regular walks can improve cardio-
vascular endurance, which can help 
people progress to more rigorous 
physical activity.

3. Burns calories: People can 
walk to burn calories and main-
tain or lose weight. The number of 
calories burned will depend on how 
briskly people walk, the distance 
they cover, their body weight, and 
the terrain on which they walk.

4. Improves cardiovascular 
health: The American Heart Associ-
ation recommends adults get at least 
150 minutes of moderate-intensity 
activity each week. Walking can fit 
that bill. Walking five days a week 
can reduce risk for coronary heart 
disease by roughly 19 percent, ac-
cording to a report in the European 
Journal of Epidemiology.

5. Counteracts effects of 
weight-promoting genes: Re-
searchers at Harvard Medical 
School looked at 32 obesity-promot-
ing genes in more than 12,000 people 
who walked briskly for about an 
hour a day. Walking reduced the 
effects of weight-promoting genes by 
50 percent.

6. Tame cravings: People who 
have a sweet tooth can take notice 
that walking may steer people away 
from overindulgence. A pair of 
studies from the University of Exeter 
found a 15-minute walk can curb 
cravings for chocolate and reduce 
the chocolate consumed in stressful 
situations. Walking also helped to 
reduce cravings for other sugary 
snacks.

7. Reduces joint pain: Walking 
improves blood flow and helps pro-
tect the joints. This can keep people 
from developing arthritis and other 
stiffness.

Walking has many health benefits 
that can support the entire body.

Walk your way to a healthy life

COURTESY PHOTO

Read on for tips on staying fit and healthy just by taking walks. Extra tip: Walking with 
friends helps.
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BUFFET
Every Friday thru Lent

February 19 thru April 2
Serving 5-8 p.m.

411 1st St. • Milford • 402-761-2110

Pollock • Cod Nuggets • Baked Fish
Butterfly Shrimp • Salmon • Tilapia 

Mac ‘n Cheese • Clam Chowder Soup
Pizza • Chicken • More!

$ 1195 Includes

Salad BarKids
10 & Under 

75¢ x Age

:

Are you looking for
excellent customer service?

See us at the

where we take pride in
personal service!

We offer insurance
to meet your needs:

• Home
• Auto
• Farm
• Livestock
• Crop

This agency is an equal opportunity provider.

Give us a call today at 402-641-8074
or stop by our office

located 2.5 miles south of Utica.
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The annual Valentine king and queen coronation was conducted in the independent living area at Kinship Pointe in 
Seward. King and queen were Bill and Joyce Lewis. The runners up were John and Donna Kruse.

COURTESY PHOTO

The annual Valentine king and queen coronation was conducted in the assisted living area at Kinship Pointe in 
Seward. King was Marvin “PeeWee” and the queen was Marilyn Schulz. The runners up were Dennis “Gus” Gustafson 
and Leora Baack.

And the Valentine crown(s) go to...Kinship Pointe names royalty
Kinship Pointe in 

Seward has had king 
and queen coronation 
annually since 2009, 
though this year the 
event was conduct-
ed differently due to 
Covid-19.

The assisted living 
and Independent living 
areas are attached 
within the building, 
but since Covid hit last 
March, staff had to 
close the interior doors 
to these areas because 
assisted living has to 
follow the CDC assisted 
living guidelines and 
regulations. But that 
didn’t stop the Valen-
tine crowning, as there 
were two ceremonies 
and two sets of royalty.

The first step in 
preparing for the event 
is to print off all of 

the residents names 
and hand the list out 
to residents to have 
them choose their 
nominations.  Once 
those nominations are 
tallied, staff goes to 
those who were nom-
inated and ask if they 
would like to be in the 
running. If they choose 
not to participate, then 
the person with the 
next most nominations 
is asked.

After that process 
is completed, another 
ballot goes out for the 
residents to vote for 
king and queen. The 
runners up then fill in 
the king’s and queen's 
court.

This year, the assist-
ed living crowning was 
Feb. 10 and the indepen-
dent living was Feb 12.

Shop
LOCAL

1201 Linden Ave. | Crete, NE 
402-826-2147

129 S. 6th St. | Seward, NE
402-643-3676

PrintShoPt
h

e
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Now we want to know:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion 
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and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

We asked you:

Sen. 
Mark 

Kolterman

Stay warm, saf e and healthy! 

Have you done your taxes yet?

Yes.

No.

Vote online at sewardindependent.com or on our Facebook page. Re-
sults will be published in next week’s issue. 

What’s your snow scooping technique? 

Shovel it myself: 10

Let it melt: 0

Let someone else do it: 1

Use a snowblower: 6

By Sen. Mark 
Kolterman

Dist. 24
As you may know, I 

have served on the Re-
tirement 
Commit-
tee for 
six years 
and have 
served as 
chair of 
the com-
mittee for 
five.

Since 
I have 
been 
with the committee, 
I have been working 
with OPS on various 
issues related to the 
investments and man-
agement of the Omaha 
School Employees 
Retirement System or 
OSERS for short. Be-
fore going into the leg-
islation I introduced 
on OSERS this year, I 
want to give you some 
background on the 
work the retirement 
committee has done on 
the OSERS retirement 
system.

In 2016, at the 
request of OPS, we 
passed legislation 
to move the invest-
ment authority of the 
OSERS retirement 
assets to the Nebraska 
Investment Council – 
which also invests all 
the state-administered 
retirement system 
assets. As part of that 
legislation, the gover-
nance of the OSERS 
plan was shifted from 
the OPS board of ed-
ucation to the OSERS 
Board of Trustees.

In 2019, OPS ex-
pressed interest in 
exploring transferring 
the management of 
the OSERS plan to the 
Public Employees Re-
tirement Board, which 
already administers 
six retirement systems 
for the state. I intro-
duced legislation for 
the PERB to produce a 
work plan, which was 
completed in June of 
last year. 

It examined man-
agement transfer 
tasks, projected a 
three-year timeline for 
the transition to occur 
and estimated transfer 
costs which ranged 
from $3.8 million to 
$6.1 million, with the 
most likely cost tagged 
at $4.2 million.

The OPS Board of 
Education reviewed 
the work plan and 
last August voted to 
move forward with the 
management transfer, 
with the understand-
ing that OPS is solely 
responsible for all 
transfer costs and that 
OPS would continue 
to retain all financial 
obligation and liability 
for the OSERS plan.

I agreed to intro-
duce legislation to 

move forward with 
the understanding 
that the state will not 
assume any liability 
for any costs related 
to this plan, nor will 
it assume the near 
$1 billion unfunded 
liability for the OSERS 
plan. I also made it 
clear that the manage-
ment transfer is not a 
merger of the OSERS 
plan with the school 
retirement plan – they 
remain separate re-
tirement systems.

On Tuesday, Feb. 23, 
the retirement com-
mittee will hold hear-
ings on a package of 
bills I have introduced 
to carry out the trans-
fer of OSERS man-
agement to the PERB.  
Here is a summary of 
the bills.

LB144 was intro-
duced as merely a 
placeholder bill. Under 
our legislative rules, 
retirement bills can 
only be introduced 
in the 90-day session, 
so this bill will carry 
over until next session 
and serve as a vehicle 
for any follow-up leg-
islation needed on the 
management transfer.

Since the Work Plan 
was completed last 
summer, additional 
study and tasks have 
been identified that 
need to be completed 
before the transfer 
occurs. LB145 requires 
an IRS Legal Com-
pliance Audit to be 
conducted in 2021 to 
determine if the plan 
is in compliance with 
all IRS requirements. 
Any audit issues iden-
tified in the compli-
ance audit that require 
statutory changes will 
be amended into the 
placeholder bill and 
taken up in the 2022 
session.

It also requires the 
state auditor to begin 
auditing the OSERS 
plan in 2022 to exam-
ine any operational 
issues that may need 
to be addressed prior 
to the transfer, and 
requires the PERB to 
continue to advise the 
retirement commit-
tee of any additional 
issues that need to 
be addressed prior to 
management transfer.

In order to accom-
modate these addi-
tional examinations 
and year to ensure 
compliance audit and 
operational issues 
can be resolved, the 
date of transfer will be 
delayed one year until 
Sept. 1, 2024.

LB146 allows school 
retirees and school 
employees who have 
terminated employ-
ment with any school 
district in the state, 
including Omaha, 
to provide substitute 
service eight days in 

every calendar month 
during the six months 
following termination 
or retirement. This 
new policy makes it 
possible for former 
teachers to sub more 
frequently during this 
six-month time period, 
which will help ad-
dress the tremendous 
need for substitutes 
teachers in all school 
districts throughout 
the state.

LB147 is the main 
management transfer 
bill that makes nec-
essary changes for a 
transfer to occur on 
Sept. 1, 2024. It clari-
fies that this is not a 
merger of the Class V 
plan with the school 
plan and contains 
extensive liability 
provisions to ensure 
that the OPS Board of 
Education retains all 
financial responsibil-
ities and obligations 
for the Class V plan 
and indemnifies and 
holds harmless the 
State of Nebraska, the 
PERB and the Nebras-
ka Public Employees 
Retirement System 
from any financial re-
sponsibility or funding 
obligations of the Class 
V retirement system.

The fifth bill in 
the package is LB582, 
which once again plac-
es authority to admin-
ister the OSERS plan 
with the OPS Board of 
Education and grants 
the OPS Board of Edu-
cation the authority to 
appoint a new board of 
trustees. It also adds 
a duty to the board of 
trustees to facilitate 
the transition and 
transfer of the man-
agement to the PERB 
effective Sept. 1, 2024. 
Placing administrative 
authority with the OPS 
board of education 
who is seeking this 
transfer will ensure a 
smoother transition.

As always, if we 
can be of assistance to 
you in any way, do not 
hesitate to contact my 
office. My door is open 
and I have made it a 
goal to be accessible to 
the constituents of our 
district. Stop by any 
time. My e-mail ad-
dress is mkolterman@
leg.ne.gov, and the 
office phone number 
is (402) 471-2756. Tyler 
and Katie are always 
available to assist you 
with your needs.

If I am not imme-
diately available, do 
not hesitate to work 
with them to address 
any issues that you 
may need assistance. 
Continue to follow me 
on Facebook at Kolter-
man for Legislature 
and on Twitter at @
KoltermanforLegisla-
ture.

Background offered on 
OSERS retirement system

My name is Nancy Ter-
rill-Amundson and I live in Fair-
bury, Nebraska. My late father 
was Dean Terrill, and he was a 
reporter for the Lincoln Journal 
and Star newspapers for 30 years 
and he covered most of Southeast 
Nebraska. He retired from the 
paper in 1988 and was well known 
for his human-interest stories that 
brought recognition to people or 
families among others that normal-
ly you wouldn’t have known about. 
And at the same time, he took and 
developed his own black and white 
pictures of which, so often told the 
story in itself as he was able to cap-
ture the essence of the story in his 
photography.

With that being said, I have 
started going through boxes and 
boxes of his stories and photo-
graphs. I have started to compile 
these stories and pictures into what 
I plan on being a book chronically 
his years as a photojournalist as he 
covered Southeast Nebraska.

This is quite an undertaking in 
itself, which is why I would like to 
ask your readers if they or their 
family members and or friends/
acquaintances have any stories 
and pictures that my dad may have 

done on them or the town from 
roughly 1958 to 1988. And if they 
do, I would be thrilled to be able to 
get a copy of the story and picture 
that accompanied it. In addition, 
if they could supply any additional 
information that may be of interest 
to go with the story, I’d love to know 
that too. Examples of what I mean 
could be what happened to the 
person or persons, a family story 
or event that was in part due to the 
story, if the person is still living or 
when the person passed away or 
the persons reaction to the story. 
And I’d also like to know the town 
or location and the approximate 
date the story was published and 
anything the story subject(s) may 
remember about my dad.

Persons that have anything that 
they can share with me, can send it 
to me via e-mail at nanam62@dio-
decom.net or mailed to me at 56425 
708th Road Fairbury, NE 68352. A 
voice message can be left at (402)-
587-1115 and I will return the call.

Thank you in advance for any 
information that your readers may 
be able to share with me. 

Sincerely, 
Nancy Terrill-Amundson 

Fairbury, NE  

Letter to the editor
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SOUP  SUPPER
SAT., FEB. 27 • 12–6 P.M.

Drive-Through Only 
At the Front Doors on the South Side

Serving Chicken Soup and Chili
Available in

Pint and Quart Containers

This fundraiser hosted by the
Garland Volunteer Fire Department

RAFFLE TICKETS FOR SALE
1ST PLACE = $300
2ND PLACE = $200
3RD PLACE = $100

DRIVE-
THROUGH!

at the Fire Station

NO CHARGE THIS YEAR FOR THE SOUP
* FREE WILL DONATION *

Garland Volunteer Fire Dept.

Call or text Nicole Wegman in advance at 402-440-4196 to 
place your order. You may also email her at klmnwegman@

gmail.com. We’ll need your name and how much soup you’d like.
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459 South 6th, Ste. 1 • Seward, NE
402-643-3343 • bvbh.net

The Joint Commission Accredited
Take a free and con dential behavioral

health screening: go to bvbh.net
and click on screening options.online 
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MOVIE LISTINGS
Rivoli Theatre

Feb. 26–28

Thank you!

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri & Sat: 4–8 p.m.
rivoliseward.com

Land

Fri, Sat & Sun: 7 p.m.
Matinee Sat & Sun: 4 p.m.

Tom and Jerry PG
101 mins.

Regular Ticket Prices

PG-13
89 mins.

Fri, Sat & Sun: 7:15 p.m.
Sat & Sun: 4:15 p.m.

111 N. 3rd St., Ste. 2 • Seward, NE 
402-643-6054 • campbellcleaning.com

Local & Veteran-Owned

CARPET CLEANING
* Cleaning for Health
and Maintenance *

What’s hiding in your business?

Commercial Janitorial 
Cleaning
Commercial & Residential 
Carpet Cleaning
Rug Cleaning
Upholstery Cleaning
Odor Control
Tile Restoration
Water Damage Cleanup
Construction Cleanup
Move-outs

Commercial / Residential Cleaning Services

the blackouts is 
because of the amount 
of “critical infrastruc-
ture,” such as the 
Seward County Jail, 
care centers and water 
and wastewater treat-
ment plans, powered by 
the NPPD substation in 
Seward. 

Butcher said that the 
city still braced itself for 
outages, as they were 
occurring throughout 
other areas with very 
little warning. 

“There was less 
likelihood due to our 
critical infrastructure 
behind the breaker...but 
we still wanted people 
on their toes,” he said. 
“We let people know 
that the situation may 
move quickly.”

While the city did 

not experience outages, 
Butcher said the situa-
tion should serve as a 
reminder for businesses 
and individuals to have 
an emergency plan 
should an outage occur 
during extreme weather 
conditions. 

“The biggest message 
we can give the public 
here locally is that in 
times of extreme cold 
and heat, they need to 
have a place in place 
to figure out what to 
do if the power went 
out,” he said. “When we 
have extreme weather 
that is detrimental to 
human life, you need to 
have a plan of what you 
would do when those 
kinds of times come. 
Think through things 
and have an action plan 
versus getting caught 
off guard.”

 

on the proposed ordi-
nance, some council 
members presented their 
opinions on the matter. 
Councilman Sid Kam-
prath said he would 
likely vote to repeal the 
mask mandate, as cases 
have continued to drop. 
Kamprath noted that he 
voted against extending 
the mandate in January 
and agreed with Kenow’s 
comments that cases have 
dropped before without a 
mandate in place. 
 “The numbers obvious-
ly, as Roger confirmed to 
us, continue to look great 
and I really would also 
like to agree with what 
Pete said about the com-
munity of Seward,” he 
said. “I think the commu-
nity has done a great job 
before this mandate and 
I think they’ll do a great 
job after the mandate of 
showing personal respon-
sibility and care towards 
their fellow citizens.”
 Councilman Chris 
Schmit said he would 
like to see the mandate 
run until the established 
sunset date of March 3 in 
order to allow MHCS to 
continue to provide vacci-

they said.
“They recognize if 

you’re not in class,” 
Wohlford said.

In-person class size 
is currently limited to 
12 because of space and 
physical distancing re-
quirements. Classes are 
offered four times a day 
during the work week 
and once on Saturday. 
Times range from 5:15 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Music is dance 
remixes of current top 
40 songs. The routine 
starts with a warm-up, 
incorporates aerobic 
dance and strength 
training and ends with a 
cool down.

Seward’s chapter is 
planning a grand re-
opening class March 4 at 
6 p.m. at Junto Winery. 
An outdoor class is also 
done at Junto during the 
summer.

Masks

(continued from 
page 1)

(continued from 
page 1)

(continued from 
page 1)

Cold

FEBRUARY, MARCH
Art show solicits entries
 Seward County students in grades K-12 are encouraged to enter their artwork 
in the Annual Art Show sponsored by the Seward Junior Women’s Club and the 
Seward Women’s Club.
	 Official	rules	and	entry	forms	are	available	at	the	Seward	Library.	Kindergarten	
through	eighth	grade	may	enter	one	piece	of	artwork,	while	ninth	through	12th	
grade may enter one piece per medium. Entries will be picked up at the local 
schools	on	Feb.	9.	All	home	entries	may	be	dropped	off	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	
by noon on Feb. 9. Winners will be contacted by mail.
	 Artwork	will	be	on	display	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	from	Feb.	15	through	
March	25.	For	questions,	contact	Kitty	Vacha	at	kittyvacha@gmail.com.	Awards	will	
be	done	through	a	virtual	presentation.

THROUGH MARCH 3
Drive	collects	items	for	mission,	Foster	
Friends
	 Concordia	University	students	are	heading	up	a	collection	drive	for	People	
City	Mission	and	Foster	Friends.	Residents	can	drop	items	off	at	Seward	Memorial	
Library.	There	is	a	box	near	the	doorway.	The	collection	will	run	through	March	3.
	 Items	sought	include	gently	used	clothing	-	all	ages,	sizes	for	men,	women,	
children	that	are	in	season.	Especially	needed	are	boys/men	sport	or	wind	pants,	
mesh	type	shorts	for	men	and	sweats	for	boys	or	men.
	 Also	being	collected	are	bottled	water,	granola	bars,	wash	cloths,	men	and	
women’s	deodorant,	sanitizing	wipes,	cleaning	supplies	and	latex	gloves.

FEBRUARY 25
Library	closes	for	part	of	day
	 The	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	be	closed	until	noon	on	Thursday,	Feb.	25.

Celebration	committee	sets	next	meeting
	 The	monthly	meeting	of	the	Seward	Fourth	of	July	Celebration	Committee	will	
be	held	on	Thursday,	Feb.	25,	at	7	p.m.	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	at	616	Bradford	
Street,	in	Seward	in	the	West	Fireplace	room.	The	meeting	is	to	plan	and	organize	
the	2021	Fourth	of	July	Celebration	and	select	honorees	and	committee	chair.	
Volunteers	are	welcome	and	the	meeting	is	open	to	the	public.	It	was	moved	from	
the	18th	because	of	weather.
	 Committee	reports	will	be	heard	and	details	for	the	2021	event	are	being	
planned.	For	more	information,	contact	Clark	Kolterman	at	clark.kolterman@
sewardschools.org.

FEBRUARY 26
Blood	drive	planned	at	bank
	 Cattle	National	Bank	and	Trust	in	Seward	will	host	a	blood	drive	Friday,	Feb.	26,	
from	8	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	for	the	Nebraska	Community	Blood	Bank.	Appointments	are	
required.	Visit	NCBB.org/searchdrives	and	use	sponsor	code	CBS	or	call	(402)	486-
9414.	All	blood	donations	will	be	tested	for	COVID	antibodies.

FEBRUARY 28
Literature	winners	to	be	honored
 GFWC Seward Woman’s Club and GFWC Seward Junior Women’s Clubs annual 
Literature	and	Poetry	Student	Writing	Contest	Results	are	posted	at	the	Civic	
Center.	The	contest	is	for	ages	in	kindergarten	through	Grade	12.	Jean	Kolterman	
serves	as	the	chair	of	the	contest	for	both	GFWC	Clubs.	There	are	two	winners	in	
each	division,	as	there	are	two	GFWC	Clubs	in	Seward-the	GFWC	Seward	Woman’s	
Club and the GFWC Seward Junior Women’s Club.
	 Students	will	be	honored	with	a	“no	host”	reception	on	Sunday,	Feb.	28	at	the	
Seward	Civic	Center.	The	event	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	The	student	writing	
will	be	on	display	at	the	Civic	Center.	Each	winning	entry	is	now	submitted	to	the	
GFWC	Nebraska	Federation	of	Women’s	Club’s	Inc.	State	Literature	Contest	and	will	
be	judged	and	printed	in	the	GFWC	NFWC	Anthology	in	the	spring	of	2021.	One	
entry	per	category	will	go	on	the	complete	at	the	national	GFWC	Literature	contest	
to	represent	Nebraska	and	the	GFWC	Nebraska	Federation	of	Women’s	Clubs,	Inc.

MARCH

Statehood celebration canceled
	 The	Seward	County	Historical	Society	and	Arts	Council/Women’s	Club	have	
decided	not	to	host	the	annual	Statehood	Day	celebration	in	March.	Leaders	felt	
it was too early to be together as a large group and those attending could not 
properly	social	distance	at	the	museum	or	the	Civic	Center	Auditorium.	In	addition,	
many	of	the	Humanities	Speakers	are	not	presenting	at	this	time.	So	we	are	
canceling	at	this	time	and	will	be	back	(hopefully)	next	year	for	all	fourth	graders	
to enjoy.

Library	hosts	Pre-Three	Story	Time
	 During	the	month	of	March,	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	a	Pre-Three	
Story	Time.	Families	with	children	who	are	under	age	3	are	invited	to	come	on	
Wednesday	mornings	from	10:30	a.m.	-	11	a.m.	for	30	minutes	of	stories,	songs	
and	activities.	The	first	Story	Time	is	March	3	and	registration	is	required.	Masks	
and social distancing will be practiced.

MARCH 1
Exercise	classes	start	at	senior	center
	 Beginning	March	1,	the	Seward	Senior	Center	will	offer	exercise	classes	and	
use	of	the	exercise	room.	For	times	and	a	list	of	precautions,	contact	the	Senior	
Center	at	(402)	643-4466.

MARCH 4
Mid-Week	Movies	return	to	SML
	 Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	a	Mid-Week	Movie	on	Thursday,	March	4,	at	
1	p.m.	Come	and	watch	a	feature	film	on	the	big	screen	in	the	lower	level.	Masks	
are	required.	For	specific	titles	and	questions	call	the	library	at	(402)	643-3318.

 After	school	movies	play	during	March
	 During	March,	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	Afterschool	Movies	on	
Thursdays	for	children	in	kindergarten	through	fourth	grade.	Children	must	register	
to	attend	the	movie.	Masks	are	required.	No	snacks	will	be	provided	during	the	
movie.	Seating	is	limited.	Titles	will	be	online	as	well	as	the	length	of	the	movie.	
All	movies	begin	at	3:45	p.m.	Register	at	www.sewardlibrary.org/after-school.	

MARCH 12
Our Redeemer plans gala
	 Our	Redeemer	Lutheran	Church	and	School	will	host	their	2021	gala	Friday,	
March	12,	from	5	to	11	p.m.	at	the	Seward	County	Ag	Pavilion.	The	event	is	a	fund-
raiser	for	the	new	ministry	center.	More	information	is	available	on	the	church’s	
Facebook page.

MARCH 26
Save	the	date	and	study	up	-	RESCHEDULED
	 The	11th	annual	PTL	Trivia	Night	has	been	moved	to	Friday,	March	26,	at	the	
Seward	County	Ag	Pavilion.	Doors	open	at	5:45	p.m.	and	trivia	starts	at	7:15	p.m.	
The	team	with	the	most	correct	trivia	answers	wins	$400;	second	place	wins	$200.	
All	proceeds	will	benefit	the	children	of	St.	John.	Cost	is	$200	per	table	of	eight	
players,	and	must	be	paid	in	advance.	You	may	register	your	team	at	http://www.
tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia.	The	event	will	follow	public	gathering	guidelines	from	
Four	Corners	Health	Department.	Participants	will	be	asked	to	wear	masks.	For	
more	information,	email	stjohntrivia@gmail.com	or	call	Michelle	Meyer	at	(402)	
219-3008.	Also,	contact	Meyer	to	be	a	corporate	or	memorial	sponsor	for	a	team	or	
trivia	round.

THURSDAYS
Family	history	questions?	Society	can	help
	 The	Seward	County	Genealogical	Society	meets	every	Thursday	from	9:30	a.m.	
to	2	p.m.	downstairs	at	the	Civic	Center.

TOPS	meets	weekly
	 Take	Off	Pounds	Sensibly,	a	nonprofit	weight	management	organization,	
meets	every	Thursday	in	the	Audio-Visual	Room	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center.	Weigh-
in	starts	at	11:15	a.m.,	with	meetings	from	noon	to	12:30	p.m.	The	first	meeting	is	
free.	Masks	are	worn	and	social	distancing	is	practiced.

Here’s what’s happening

nations to at risk citizens. 
However, he said that he 
agreed that the time to do 
away with a mandate is 
approaching.
“I’m going to lean to the 
direction of the health 
system and what they’re 
asking,” he said. “Today I 
am not ready to say ‘let’s 
appeal this’ but at the 
same point in time, I am 
not currently in the camp 
of extending it.”

 Following council 
discussion, the council 
voted to suspend the rules 
requiring the three read-
ings of an ordinance, but 
it failed. City Administra-
tor Greg Butcher said the 
ordinance will be viewed 
again at the March 2 
meeting, along with the 
decision whether or not to 
extend the mask mandate 
beyond March 3.

Jazzercise

 NDEPENDENT
S E W A R D •  C O U N T YI

Call us at 402-643-3676
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gmail.com. We’ll need your name and how much soup you’d like.
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the blackouts is 
because of the amount 
of “critical infrastruc-
ture,” such as the 
Seward County Jail, 
care centers and water 
and wastewater treat-
ment plans, powered by 
the NPPD substation in 
Seward. 

Butcher said that the 
city still braced itself for 
outages, as they were 
occurring throughout 
other areas with very 
little warning. 

“There was less 
likelihood due to our 
critical infrastructure 
behind the breaker...but 
we still wanted people 
on their toes,” he said. 
“We let people know 
that the situation may 
move quickly.”

While the city did 

not experience outages, 
Butcher said the situa-
tion should serve as a 
reminder for businesses 
and individuals to have 
an emergency plan 
should an outage occur 
during extreme weather 
conditions. 

“The biggest message 
we can give the public 
here locally is that in 
times of extreme cold 
and heat, they need to 
have a place in place 
to figure out what to 
do if the power went 
out,” he said. “When we 
have extreme weather 
that is detrimental to 
human life, you need to 
have a plan of what you 
would do when those 
kinds of times come. 
Think through things 
and have an action plan 
versus getting caught 
off guard.”

 

that case rates can 
be held at bay without 
mandatory face cover-
ings.

“The City of Seward 
on its own reduced the 
number of cases from 
30 per day to 10 per 
day,” he said. 
 Councilman Sid 
Kamprath said he would 
likely vote to repeal the 
mask mandate, as cases 
have continued to drop. 
Kamprath noted that he 
voted against extending 
the mandate in January 
and agreed with Kenow’s 
comments that cases have 
dropped before without a 
mandate in place. 
 “The numbers obvious-
ly, as Roger confirmed to 
us, continue to look great 
and I really would also 
like to agree with what 
Pete said about the com-
munity of Seward,” he 
said. “I think the commu-
nity has done a great job 
before this mandate and 
I think they’ll do a great 
job after the mandate of 
showing personal respon-
sibility and care towards 
their fellow citizens.”
 Councilman Chris 
Schmit said he would 

they said.
“They recognize if 
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Wohlford said.

In-person class size 
is currently limited to 
12 because of space and 
physical distancing re-
quirements. Classes are 
offered four times a day 
during the work week 
and once on Saturday. 
Times range from 5:15 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Music is dance 
remixes of current top 
40 songs. The routine 
starts with a warm-up, 
incorporates aerobic 
dance and strength 
training and ends with a 
cool down.

Seward’s chapter is 
planning a grand re-
opening class March 4 at 
6 p.m. at Junto Winery. 
An outdoor class is also 
done at Junto during the 
summer.
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in the Annual Art Show sponsored by the Seward Junior Women’s Club and the 
Seward Women’s Club.
	 Official	rules	and	entry	forms	are	available	at	the	Seward	Library.	Kindergarten	
through	eighth	grade	may	enter	one	piece	of	artwork,	while	ninth	through	12th	
grade may enter one piece per medium. Entries will be picked up at the local 
schools	on	Feb.	9.	All	home	entries	may	be	dropped	off	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	
by noon on Feb. 9. Winners will be contacted by mail.
	 Artwork	will	be	on	display	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	from	Feb.	15	through	
March	25.	For	questions,	contact	Kitty	Vacha	at	kittyvacha@gmail.com.	Awards	will	
be	done	through	a	virtual	presentation.

THROUGH MARCH 3
Drive	collects	items	for	mission,	Foster	
Friends
	 Concordia	University	students	are	heading	up	a	collection	drive	for	People	
City	Mission	and	Foster	Friends.	Residents	can	drop	items	off	at	Seward	Memorial	
Library.	There	is	a	box	near	the	doorway.	The	collection	will	run	through	March	3.
	 Items	sought	include	gently	used	clothing	-	all	ages,	sizes	for	men,	women,	
children	that	are	in	season.	Especially	needed	are	boys/men	sport	or	wind	pants,	
mesh	type	shorts	for	men	and	sweats	for	boys	or	men.
	 Also	being	collected	are	bottled	water,	granola	bars,	wash	cloths,	men	and	
women’s	deodorant,	sanitizing	wipes,	cleaning	supplies	and	latex	gloves.

FEBRUARY 25
Library	closes	for	part	of	day
	 The	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	be	closed	until	noon	on	Thursday,	Feb.	25.

Celebration	committee	sets	next	meeting
	 The	monthly	meeting	of	the	Seward	Fourth	of	July	Celebration	Committee	will	
be	held	on	Thursday,	Feb.	25,	at	7	p.m.	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center	at	616	Bradford	
Street,	in	Seward	in	the	West	Fireplace	room.	The	meeting	is	to	plan	and	organize	
the	2021	Fourth	of	July	Celebration	and	select	honorees	and	committee	chair.	
Volunteers	are	welcome	and	the	meeting	is	open	to	the	public.	It	was	moved	from	
the	18th	because	of	weather.
	 Committee	reports	will	be	heard	and	details	for	the	2021	event	are	being	
planned.	For	more	information,	contact	Clark	Kolterman	at	clark.kolterman@
sewardschools.org.

FEBRUARY 26
Blood	drive	planned	at	bank
	 Cattle	National	Bank	and	Trust	in	Seward	will	host	a	blood	drive	Friday,	Feb.	26,	
from	8	a.m.	to	1	p.m.	for	the	Nebraska	Community	Blood	Bank.	Appointments	are	
required.	Visit	NCBB.org/searchdrives	and	use	sponsor	code	CBS	or	call	(402)	486-
9414.	All	blood	donations	will	be	tested	for	COVID	antibodies.

FEBRUARY 28
Literature	winners	to	be	honored
 GFWC Seward Woman’s Club and GFWC Seward Junior Women’s Clubs annual 
Literature	and	Poetry	Student	Writing	Contest	Results	are	posted	at	the	Civic	
Center.	The	contest	is	for	ages	in	kindergarten	through	Grade	12.	Jean	Kolterman	
serves	as	the	chair	of	the	contest	for	both	GFWC	Clubs.	There	are	two	winners	in	
each	division,	as	there	are	two	GFWC	Clubs	in	Seward-the	GFWC	Seward	Woman’s	
Club and the GFWC Seward Junior Women’s Club.
	 Students	will	be	honored	with	a	“no	host”	reception	on	Sunday,	Feb.	28	at	the	
Seward	Civic	Center.	The	event	is	free	and	open	to	the	public.	The	student	writing	
will	be	on	display	at	the	Civic	Center.	Each	winning	entry	is	now	submitted	to	the	
GFWC	Nebraska	Federation	of	Women’s	Club’s	Inc.	State	Literature	Contest	and	will	
be	judged	and	printed	in	the	GFWC	NFWC	Anthology	in	the	spring	of	2021.	One	
entry	per	category	will	go	on	the	complete	at	the	national	GFWC	Literature	contest	
to	represent	Nebraska	and	the	GFWC	Nebraska	Federation	of	Women’s	Clubs,	Inc.

MARCH

Statehood celebration canceled
	 The	Seward	County	Historical	Society	and	Arts	Council/Women’s	Club	have	
decided	not	to	host	the	annual	Statehood	Day	celebration	in	March.	Leaders	felt	
it was too early to be together as a large group and those attending could not 
properly	social	distance	at	the	museum	or	the	Civic	Center	Auditorium.	In	addition,	
many	of	the	Humanities	Speakers	are	not	presenting	at	this	time.	So	we	are	
canceling	at	this	time	and	will	be	back	(hopefully)	next	year	for	all	fourth	graders	
to enjoy.

Library	hosts	Pre-Three	Story	Time
	 During	the	month	of	March,	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	a	Pre-Three	
Story	Time.	Families	with	children	who	are	under	age	3	are	invited	to	come	on	
Wednesday	mornings	from	10:30	a.m.	-	11	a.m.	for	30	minutes	of	stories,	songs	
and	activities.	The	first	Story	Time	is	March	3	and	registration	is	required.	Masks	
and social distancing will be practiced.

MARCH 1
Exercise	classes	start	at	senior	center
	 Beginning	March	1,	the	Seward	Senior	Center	will	offer	exercise	classes	and	
use	of	the	exercise	room.	For	times	and	a	list	of	precautions,	contact	the	Senior	
Center	at	(402)	643-4466.

MARCH 4
Mid-Week	Movies	return	to	SML
	 Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	a	Mid-Week	Movie	on	Thursday,	March	4,	at	
1	p.m.	Come	and	watch	a	feature	film	on	the	big	screen	in	the	lower	level.	Masks	
are	required.	For	specific	titles	and	questions	call	the	library	at	(402)	643-3318.

 After	school	movies	play	during	March
	 During	March,	Seward	Memorial	Library	will	host	Afterschool	Movies	on	
Thursdays	for	children	in	kindergarten	through	fourth	grade.	Children	must	register	
to	attend	the	movie.	Masks	are	required.	No	snacks	will	be	provided	during	the	
movie.	Seating	is	limited.	Titles	will	be	online	as	well	as	the	length	of	the	movie.	
All	movies	begin	at	3:45	p.m.	Register	at	www.sewardlibrary.org/after-school.	

MARCH 12
Our Redeemer plans gala
	 Our	Redeemer	Lutheran	Church	and	School	will	host	their	2021	gala	Friday,	
March	12,	from	5	to	11	p.m.	at	the	Seward	County	Ag	Pavilion.	The	event	is	a	fund-
raiser	for	the	new	ministry	center.	More	information	is	available	on	the	church’s	
Facebook page.

MARCH 26
Save	the	date	and	study	up	-	RESCHEDULED
	 The	11th	annual	PTL	Trivia	Night	has	been	moved	to	Friday,	March	26,	at	the	
Seward	County	Ag	Pavilion.	Doors	open	at	5:45	p.m.	and	trivia	starts	at	7:15	p.m.	
The	team	with	the	most	correct	trivia	answers	wins	$400;	second	place	wins	$200.	
All	proceeds	will	benefit	the	children	of	St.	John.	Cost	is	$200	per	table	of	eight	
players,	and	must	be	paid	in	advance.	You	may	register	your	team	at	http://www.
tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia.	The	event	will	follow	public	gathering	guidelines	from	
Four	Corners	Health	Department.	Participants	will	be	asked	to	wear	masks.	For	
more	information,	email	stjohntrivia@gmail.com	or	call	Michelle	Meyer	at	(402)	
219-3008.	Also,	contact	Meyer	to	be	a	corporate	or	memorial	sponsor	for	a	team	or	
trivia	round.

THURSDAYS
Family	history	questions?	Society	can	help
	 The	Seward	County	Genealogical	Society	meets	every	Thursday	from	9:30	a.m.	
to	2	p.m.	downstairs	at	the	Civic	Center.

TOPS	meets	weekly
	 Take	Off	Pounds	Sensibly,	a	nonprofit	weight	management	organization,	
meets	every	Thursday	in	the	Audio-Visual	Room	at	the	Seward	Civic	Center.	Weigh-
in	starts	at	11:15	a.m.,	with	meetings	from	noon	to	12:30	p.m.	The	first	meeting	is	
free.	Masks	are	worn	and	social	distancing	is	practiced.

Here’s what’s happening

like to see the mandate 
run until the established 
sunset date of March 3 in 
order to allow MHCS to 
continue to provide vacci-
nations to at risk citizens. 
“I’m going to lean to the 
direction of the health 
system and what they’re 
asking,” he said. “Today I 
am not ready to say ‘let’s 
appeal this’ but at the 
same point in time, I am 
not currently in the camp 

of extending it.”
 Following council 
discussion, the council 
voted to suspend the rules 
requiring the three read-
ings of an ordinance, but 
it failed. City Administra-
tor Greg Butcher said the 
ordinance will be viewed 
again at the March 2 
meeting, along with the 
decision whether or not to 
extend the mask mandate 
beyond March 3.

Jazzercise
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Scholarship|Opportunities
$2,000 Nebraska Press Association Foundation Scholarships

Selection based on:
• Scholastic Ability • Good Citizenship in School

• Good Citizenship in Community • Preference will be given to students 
who will be pursuing print journalism and/or advertising/marketing 

education at Nebraska colleges/universities.
Applications must be post-marked by 

March 26, 2021.
For more information and application form,

www.nebpress.com

Every Shoe In Stock On SALE

Locally Owned & 
Operated for 

OVER 
40 YEARS

Special Sale Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-8 
Fri.-Sat. 9-6 • Sun. 12-5

Visit our website at www.shop.lincrunningcompany.com

Downtown Lincoln 1213 Q St. • (402) 474-4557

Col. Troy Novak: 
     (402) 641-1526 
Office: (402) 826-5302

 

SELLING:
• Tractors • Combine & Head • Fertilizer Dry Spreader
• Grain Trucks • Tillage Equipment • Hay Equipment

 • Planters & Sprayer • Misc.

For photos and additions, go to: 
novakauctionservice.com

Saturday, February 27, 2021 • 11:00 a.m.
LOCATION: 1816 County Road J, Crete, NE

From Crete, NE, take Hwy. 33 west to 1800 Road, then go to south approx. 4 miles to County Road J.  
 — Watch for auction signs  —

PAVLISH RETIREMENT AUCTION

Online bidding starts at
12 noon! Equipment facts 

provided by auctiontime.com

Teaching never stops.
Learning never ends. 

Thank a teacher.
NSEA.org/stepup
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ECORDSR
Bonnie E. Etzold

March 1, 1956 –  Feb. 18, 2021
Bonnie Ellen Etzold (also known as Mom, Bee, 

Grandma Bee and Bobo) was born March 1, 1956, 
in Bloomington, Illi-
nois, and passed away 
peacefully at the age of 
64 on Feb. 18, 2021, while 
living in Seward.

Bonnie transformed 
the world with joy. In 
Seward, she revital-
ized the historic Cattle 
House, which she ran 
as La Ruche Bed and 
Breakfast. La Ruche was 
known for its wonderful 
breakfasts and hospi-
tality, but it became a 
success due to Bonnie’s 
welcoming heart. Life 
long connections, seren-
dipitous encounters and spiritual healing were all 
found around La Ruche’s breakfast table.

One of Bonnie’s favorite things about La Ruche 
was her opportunity to support artists. Particular 
thrills were collaborating with the Plum Creek 
Literacy festival by housing authors and hosting 
events, donating rooms to performers playing at 
Old Glory Theater, hosting a backyard concert by 
Andrea Von Kampen, providing a space for Ted 
Kooser to speak with Concordia poetry students 
and becoming fast friends with the sculptors of the 
statue of William H. Seward that sits outside the 
Seward County Courthouse. Bonnie eventually 
passed the Cattle House on to a new family and was 
proud to see its reinvigorated spirit continue into 
another chapter.

Bonnie’s true passion was sharing love with 
friends and family – particularly her twin sons, 
Ben and Sam, and her grandchildren Mikey and 
Isla, whom she shared with Mike Johnson. Bonnie 
fell in love with Mike, her partner for most of her 
life, at a Genesis concert during her first year of 
college. Mike was immediately drawn to her smil-
ing eyes, and their love grew in the presence of 
Peter Gabriel, David Bowie, the Talking Heads and 
Prince.

After almost a decade together, Mike and Bonnie 
were joined by their identical twin sons Ben and 
Sam. Bonnie always talked about her time as a stay-
at-home parent as her happiest, sharing the beauty 
and wonder of existence with them through trips 
to the zoo, meandering walks in the arboretum 
and marches around the dining room table to the 
Talking Heads’ “Burning Down the House” with 
Mike. Her greatest joy was having her two sons 
together, sharing in their laughter and occasionally 
assisting in writing ridiculous online wine reviews 
with tasting notes like “fluffy,” “pairs well with 
leftover spaghetti,” and “spills too easily.”

This joy was rivaled only by being “messy bak-
ers” and creating holidays (any occasion became a 
holiday) with her granddaughter Isla, and learning 
transcendent truths from her grandson Mikey. Ev-
erything Ben and Sam know about raising children 
with love and compassion and indescribable sup-
port, they learned from Mom.

Another treasured moment was gaining a 
daughter when Ben married Emma Pfanner in 2017, 
whom Bonnie absolutely adored.

Bonnie left her physical body comfortably and 
on her own terms, holding the hands of her sons as 
they rested their heads next to her, with Mike John-
son and her beloved sister Rachel Pozehl looking 
on.

Bonnie was embraced into the next stage of life 
by her parents, Herman and Mabel Etzold; her sis-
ter, Mary Vanagas; her brother, Thom Etzold; and 
her brother-in-law, Tim Pozehl.

She lives on in her sons, Benjamin Erik Johnson 
and Samuel Ian Johnson, 34; their father, Michael 
Walter Johnson, 65; her daughter-in-law, Emma 
Pfanner Johnson, 30; Sam’s daughter, Isla Mabel 
Johnson, 5; Ben’s son, Michael Ulysses Johnson, 1; 
her sisters, Rachel Pozehl (whose son, Jonathon Ea-
ton she referred to as her own “third son”), Rhoda 
Fink and Elizabeth Schroeder; her brother, Peter 
Etzold; her siblings’ beloved spouses and children; 
her life-long friend, Pat Butler; and the uncountable 
hearts that she touched in Seward, in California 
and across the world.

Visitation at the Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home 
will be Wednesday, Feb. 24, from 1 to 7 p.m. If at-
tending, please respect the mask requirement and 
social distancing guidelines. A private celebration 
of life will be live-streamed from the Zabka-Perdue 
Facebook page on Thursday, Feb. 25, at 10 a.m. A 
recording of the celebration will also be hosted on 
the Zabka-Perdue website. There will be a joyous 
party in Bonnie’s honor this summer. Memorial 
contributions are suggested to the Etzold family for 
future designations. Condolences may be left for the 
family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

Regene A. Beggs
Jan. 9, 1925 –  Feb. 20, 2021

Regene Anne Beggs was born Jan. 9, 1925, on 
a farm near Utica, to Joseph and Eva (Rohren) 
Vrbka, the third of five 
children, and passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 
20, 2021, at the Gardens 
Assisted Living Center 
at Tabitha in Crete at 
the age of 96. 

As a young girl, 
Regene attended Kin-
caid Country School 
until the seventh grade 
when she transferred 
to Utica Public School 
and graduated with 
the class of 1942. After 
her high school edu-
cation, she returned 
to the homeplace to help her dad farm after her 
brother’s enlistment to serve in World War II. In 
February 1947, Regene was united in marriage to 
Clifford Kinnett and to this union, six children 
were born, Patricia, Stephen, Michael, Stuart, 
John and Mark. 

Together they lived west of Goehner where she 
was a stay-at-home mom. She and her family later 
moved to Seward where she eventually worked at 
several nursing homes and at Memorial Hospital 
as a nurse's aide. She also worked at Dale’s Steak 
House in Seward. In 1983, Regene was blessed 
with a second marriage to Lyle Beggs and togeth-
er they lived in Dorchester where she was em-
ployed at the Dorchester Café and at Joe’s Place. 
She also cleaned banks after hours. She enjoyed 
gardening and weekend drives with her hus-
band, Lyle, or simply staying at home sitting on 
the porch. Regene was an avid Nebraska sports 
fan and was a member of the St Joseph Catholic 
Church of Friend.

Survivors include her children and spouses, 
Patricia Ihde, Seward, Stuart and Cynthia Kin-
nett, Beaver Crossing, John and Jackie Kinnett, 
Wayne, Mark and Kathy Kinnett, Ulysses; 14 
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; 24 
great-grandchildren; two great-great-grandchil-
dren; a daughter-in-law, Joan Kinnett, Lincoln; 
sister-in-law, Jean Kinnamon, Seward; several 
nieces, nephews and a host of other relatives and 
friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husbands, Clifford in 1990 and Lyle in 2011; sons, 
Steve in 2012 and Mike in 2016; stepson, Gary 
Beggs; several infant grandchildren; a sister, 
Frances Leinberger; brothers, Joseph, Linus and 
Raymond Vrbka; and sister-in-law, Mona Perkins. 

A memorial service will be at 11 a.m. Monday, 
March 1, at St Joseph Catholic Church, Friend. 
A rosary will be held at the church prior to the 
mass at 10 a.m. and food and fellowship will be 
provided after the mass in the parish hall. In-
terment will be held at a later date at Dorchester 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions are suggested 
to the family for future designation. Condolences 
may be left for the family at www.lauberfh.com.

James “Jim” E. Wiemer
Oct. 14, 1960 –  Feb. 16, 2021

James “Jim” Edward Wiemer of Lincoln was 
born Oct. 14, 1960, to Otto and Darlene (Handler) 
Wiemer in Seward. He 
attended high school at 
Centennial High School 
in Utica graduating in 
1979. 

In his free time, he 
enjoyed fishing, playing 
his guitars and listen-
ing to vinyl records. He 
especially loved taking 
his dog, Shadow, for 
rides in his Envoy. Jim 
passed away Feb. 16, 
2021, in Lincoln, at the 
age of 60 years, 4 months 
and 2 days.

He is survived by his 
sisters, Denise Wiemer, 
Lincoln, and Diane (David) Mooney, Utica; his 
dog, Shadow; former wife, Michelle Hageman, 
Lincoln. Jim was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Otto and Darlene Wiemer. 

A funeral service was Feb. 22 with interment 
at the Utica Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
are suggested to Lincoln Dog Park Foundation 
in Lincoln or The Bridge Behavioral Health in 
Lincoln. Condolences may be left for the family at 
volzkefuneralhome.com.

Police
Information provided by the Seward Police 

Department.
Feb. 13

9:27 a.m.—A caller in the area of Seventh and 
Bradford streets reported hearing something 
venting but could not smell anything. The gas 
company responded and determined there was 
normal venting and no problems.

Feb. 14
6:41 p.m.—A caller in the area of Seventh and 

Main streets said they were parked and would 
like an officer to do a test on him to see if he is 
intoxicated.

Feb. 15
4:55 p.m.—A caller reported they worked as 

security in a local store and had receipts, video 
and picture evidence of several potential theft 
occurrences which involved the same person and 
wanted to share the information with law en-
forcement.

Summary of other calls:
Abandoned vehicle 1

Coroner call 1
Disturbance 1

Escort 1
Field contact 1
Harassment 2

Injury accident 1
Intrusion alarm 1

Mask ordinance violation 1
Miscellaneous 9
Motorist assist 3

Non-injury accident 1
Parking violations 3
Property dispute 1

Traffic hazard 1
Traffic stops 5
Trespassing 2

Welfare check 1

County court
Information taken 

from Seward County 
court records.

Feb. 8 – 12
Danny J. Tomlinson, 

32, Seward, assault 
and battery, $500 fine, 

disturbing the peace, 
$250 fine and disorder-
ly conduct, $250 fine.

James F. Conradt, 18, 
Firth, driving under 
suspension before rein-
stated, $100 fine.

Traffic
Information taken 

from Seward County 
court records.

Feb. 8 – 12
Sarah S. Marks, 21, 

Merion Station, Penn-
sylvania, speeding 11-15 
mph interstate, $75 
fine.

Dorel Popescu, 28, 
Puyallup, Washington, 
CMV-radar detector, 
$30 fine.

Tanya M. Nastase,48, 
Omaha, speeding 11-15 
mph interstate, $75 
fine.

Remember to
shop local!

Stay safe and warm!

Recycle the paper
when you finish



(800) 659-1147
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Friend
MARCH 3

Nebraska City
MARCH 4

Join us in helping the children in our
community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909Join us in helping the children in our

community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909

Join us in helping the children in our
community.  We have coupled with Sixpence
& ESU 6 to host this event.  You can stop in

with diapers or wipes during business hours. 
402.643.3909

Goehner Spaghetti Feed
Sunday, March 7

Due to COVID-19,
we are only selling
bags of sauce to go.

$20/bag

Mark
YourCalendar!

Please jo in us for the 64th Annual

Serving 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
at the Goehner Fire Hall

Sponsored by the
Goehner Volunteer Fire Department
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On-farm research updates 
By Jenny Rees 
Seward/York counties Extension educator

This week brings my favorite 
winter meetings, the on-farm 
research updates on Feb. 25 and 
26. 

I’m passionate 
about on-farm re-
search as it’s such a 
practical, inexpen-
sive way to address 
the research ques-
tions growers have. 
These meetings are 
more meaningful 
to me because we 
get to hear from the 
farmers themselves who con-
ducted the studies and have more 
discussion around the topics. 

They do look different this 
year with a huge number of 
people registered virtually vs. 
in-person. They’re also only a 
half day and we won’t cover the 
entire book of studies that were 
conducted. However, whether 
you participate virtually or 
in-person, you will hopefully 
hear from farmers who conduct-
ed on-farm research studies. 

And, this ‘in-person’ meeting 
does have people at most local 
sites also presenting in person. 
I realize that’s been a point of 
confusion/frustration as we’ve 
hosted many zoom meetings as 
‘in-person’ watch events where 
no one presented live at the 
location. Register for virtual or 
in-person at: https://go.unl.edu/
h83j.

I enjoy hearing from the farm-
ers themselves regarding why 
they conduct on-farm research. 
The following YouTube video 
produced in 2020 highlights area 
farmers David and Doug Cast of 
Beaver Crossing and Ken Herz of 
Lawrence: https://youtu.be/tEy-
I43CT0E.

Succession/estate plan-
ning opportunities are up-
coming with a two-part webi-
nar event Feb. 25 and Mar. 4 at 
noon. You can register for those 
at: https://farm.unl.edu/webi-
nars . There’s also an in-person 
event at Central City at the fair-
grounds on March 2 at 9:30 a.m. 

and please RSVP to (308) 946-3843 
if you’d like to attend.

Tree and houseplant we-
binars: A webinar focused 
on trees will be Feb. 26 from 9 
a.m. to noon with registration 
here: Go.unl.edu/ProHort. A 
houseplant webinar series will 
occur on Feb. 27 and Mar. 6 from 
10 a.m. to noon with registration 
here: https://go.unl.edu/house-
plants101.

Nitrogen studies: With 
spring nitrogen applications 
around the corner, perhaps you 
are interested in testing different 
rates, timing, or inhibitors on 
your farm? On-farm research is 
a great option to consider. For 
some specific precision nitrogen 
studies (including inhibitors), 
there are stipends of $1,300 avail-
able to producers interested in 
those studies. More info: https://
cropwatch.unl.edu/precision-ni-
trogen-management-farm-re-
search-project. 

There’s also a partnership 
with the Upper Big Blue NRD 
where those interested in con-
ducting nutrient management or 
cover crop studies may receive 
$300 in reimbursement costs. If 
you’re interested in a study like 
this, please let me know. Next 
week I’ll share on nitrogen rate 
and timing results.

Farm bill: Another tool that 
may be more visual in helping 
you make these decisions is the 
K-State tool at: https://www.
agmanager.info/ag-policy/2018-
farm-bill/tradeoff-between-
20212022-arc-and-plc and I added 
it to my Farm Bill Decision Tools 
blog post. It shows you in one 
chart what happens with poten-
tial ARC-CO or PLC triggers by 
crop depending on what market 
year average price does or what 
county yield does. 

It doesn’t allow you to put in 
a historical irrigated percent-

age, so you need to consider that 
when selecting ‘irrigated’ or 
‘nonirrigated’ in the tool. With it 
being in one chart, visually, per-
haps that would help some of you 
more? It honestly doesn’t change 
what I’ve shared with you before, 
but it seems people are really 
struggling with this decision, so 
if you need another way to visu-
alize what to do, it may help. 

Ultimately, no matter what 
tool is used, PLC is favored most 
often in corn, milo, and wheat. 
Soybeans often could go either 
way, and likely there may be no 
payment for soy or corn unless 
something substantial happens 
with MYA price or county yields. 

If you’re really on the fence, 
it may be helpful/wise to just 
split decisions between the two 
programs for different farms? 
For counties where there’s split 
irrigated/non-irrigated pay-
ments, particularly in areas that 
are drought-prone, look at what 
county average yield will trigger 
ARC-CO for your specific county 
using the tool. 

Crop insurance and market-
ing are ultimately a huge chunk 
of risk management, too. Ulti-
mately, the decision is up to you 
and no one can predict prices/
yields. This information is just 
shared as a way to hopefully help 
with your decision making.

I still haven’t heard/seen that 
2020 county average yields have 
been released for me to help 
anyone with looking at ARC-IC. 
From the past, we needed around 
20% farm level yield loss com-
pared to county average yield for 
ARC-IC to trigger. 

So, for those with significant 
yield loss from wind events, 
depending on how your farms 
are grouped, it still may be 
something to look at. Hopefully 
county average yields will be 
available soon.

Jenny’s REESources

Jenny Rees
Extension 
educator

There’s also a partnership with the Upper Big 
Blue NRD where those interested in conducting 

nutrient management or cover crop studies 
may receive $300 in reimbursement costs.

by Nicole Stoner
Gage County Extension educator

‘Right Plant, Right 
Place’ is a very import-
ant aspect of planting 
and it is now a great 
time to start thinking 
about it.

 The seed catalogs 
are arriving and plant-
ing ideas are forming. 
However, there are 
things to keep in mind 
when planning your 
garden or new plants 
for an established 
garden.

Hardiness zones
Hardiness zones 

are listed on all plant 
labels. These zones 
are made based on 
the plant’s ability to 
survive the winter. 
According to the 
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
plant hardiness zones 
are based on average 
extreme minimum 
temperatures at a 
given location during a 
particular time period. 
In Southeast Nebraska, 
we are in zone 5b, while 
most of the state north 
of 1-80 is in zone 5a.

 It is important to 
utilize plants that are 
suited for our hardi-
ness zone to ensure 
their survival through 
winter. 

Sunlight 
requirements

The amount of sun-
light a plant receives is 
critical for health and 
durability. There are 
many levels of sunlight 
preferences for plants, 
and it can be a little 
confusing.

• Full sun plants 
need six or more hours 
of sunlight per day. 
This should be at least 
six hours of open, full 
sunlight, not dappled 
light. These plants 
grow best if the ma-
jority of the sunlight 
they receive is the hot, 
afternoon sun. 

• Part sun plants 
grow best in four-six 
hours of sunlight per 
day. 

• Part shade plants 
grow best in two-four 
hours of sunlight per 
day. This can be dap-
pled sunlight.

• Full shade plants 
grow best in less than 
two hours of sunlight 
per day. This doesn’t 
mean that they receive 
absolutely no sun-
light, but maybe some 
morning sun or just a 
bit of dappled sunlight 
through the day.
Water requirements

The water require-

ments for plants can 
vary greatly depending 
on the plant, the type of 
soil it is planted in and 
how long the plant has 
been planted in that 
location. For example, 
plants in sandy soils 
will need watered more 
often than those plant-
ed in a clay soil. 

Also, plants that are 
newly planted will need 
more water than those 
that are established in 
a new location. Those 
that are newly planted 
will not have the root 
mass of an established 
plant making it more 
difficult to find water 
when it is not available. 

There are plants 
that are more drought 
tolerant than others. 
These plants have dif-
ferent features to help 
them survive longer 
periods without irri-
gation. They may have 
fleshy leaves to hold 
more moisture, smaller 
leaves or leaves with 
deep indentations to 
reduce leaf area. 

They might also 
have a very waxy leaf 
surface or one that is 
covered with hairs to 
help hold in moisture. 
Other plants may have 
much longer roots to 
reach deep into the soil 
to find moisture.

On the other hand, 
there are some plants 
that are more adapted 
to wet locations. Plants 
need oxygen to survive, 
even through the roots. 
Some plants can take 
longer periods of time 
in wet soils or even in 
flooded locations. Some 
plants are even adapt-
ed to be under almost 
constant water, such as 
bald cypress trees. 

These trees, howev-
er, pop their roots up 
and out of the ground 
to get oxygen in con-
stantly wet locations. 
If your location is 
constantly wet, choose 
a plant more adapted 
to that type of growing 
conditions. Some plants 
will not survive long in 
high-moisture areas.

Choose the right 
plant to be put 
in the right place

The amount 
of sunlight 
a plant receives 
is critical for 
health and 
durability. 

Have
something
to celebrate?
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special event in the 

Seward County 
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occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
402-643-3676
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sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska
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Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in
the Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

baby announcement,  note of thanks 
or special occasion with a personal 
ad. Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

Announce Your Special Events, 
Anniversaries, Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in the 
Seward County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676

Celebrating?
Announce your special event in the 

Seward County Independent. You can have 
fun with that special someone’s birthday,  
anniversary, baby announcement,  note of 
thanks or special occasion with a personal 

ad. Call 402-643-3676 or email
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434

Announce
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays,
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Seward 
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402-643-3676
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Mark your 
calendar
and mark ours, too.

You can be part of  the

Seward County
Community Calendar

Go to www.
sewardindependent.com,
click on “Calendar” and 

“Post your event.”

Remeber when you shop local, 
you shop Seward! 
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Seward’s local P.E.O. 
Chapter was honored to 
initiate a “Thank-You 
Project” in December 
2020 to thank the dedi-
cated health care pro-
viders in our area with 
a Sweet Treat at the 
Holiday time.

On Dec. 11, 2020, 418 
individually packaged 
slices of Racine Danish 
Kringle were shared 
with health care provid-
ers of Memorial Health 
Care System, 

The Greene Place 
Retirement Community, 
Kinship Pointe Indepen-
dent and Assisted Living 
Facility and Ridgewood 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center. The Kringle 
treats were provided by 
the local P.E.O. Chapter 
to offer a sincere thank-
you to staff and employ-
ees who never ceased 
during these months of 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
to provide “a loving 
concern” through their 
skills and dedication.

P.E.O. is an interna-
tional organization that 
was founded on Jan. 21, 
1869, by seven female 
students at Iowa Wes-
leyan College in Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa.  The 
Sisterhood celebrates 152 
years this year.  

Seward’s Philanthrop-
ic Educational Organi-
zation (P.E.O.) began in 
May 1919 and observed 
its 100th Anniversary 
celebration in 2019. The 
local chapter includes 
nearly 70 members.

P.E.O. exists to be a 
source of encouragement 
and support for women 
to realize their potential 
in whatever worthwhile 

endeavor they pursue.  
The sisterhood sup-

ports six projects, as well 
as the P.E.O. Foundation.  
The projects are:

*P.E.O. Educational 
Loan Fund

*P.E.O. International 
Peace Scholarship Fund

*P.E.O. Program for 
Continuing Education

*P.E.O. Scholar 
Awards

*P.E.O. Star Scholar-
ship

*Cottey College
*Nebraska Chapters 

also support the P.E.O. 
Home in Beatrice, Ne-
braska.

In addition, Chapter 
CC - Seward has en-
dowed a scholarship for 
local, female students 
which has been awarded 
to two recipients each 
year since 2015.  

Locally, Chapter 
CC also supports the 
Adopt-A-Family project 
through local agencies 
and this year provided 
grocery gift cards for 
local families in need of 
assistance.

The educational proj-
ects are all supported 
by fundraising efforts 
through the sale of 
Racine Danish Kringles.  
Chapter CC is dedicated 
to raising funds through 
Kringle sales to make 
a difference for women 
and their educational 
pursuits locally, nation-
ally and internationally.

The “Thank-You 
Project” photos share 
the joy of delivering the 
Kringles and the heart-
felt appreciation we all 
share for our health care 
workers.

Seward PEO thanks 
healthcare workers

COURTESY PHOTO

The Seward P.E.O chapter recently conducted a "Thank You 
Project" for healthcare workers in the area, which provided 
Kringle treats for recognition of their dedication during the 
pandemic. 

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

The Seward City 
Council last Tuesday 
heard plans for two 
business ideas in the 
downtown area and the 
Seward-Lincoln Re-
gional Rail Campus.

The first, presented 
by Seward CPA and 
Old Town Square, LLC 
co-owner Shannon 
Meyer, would see the 
development of the 
former Dollar General 
buildings at 606 and 
612 Seward St. into a 
variety of businesses. 
Meyer said he hopes 
to rehabilitate the two 
buildings and develop 
half of it into shared 
office spaces. Those 
spaces could be avail-
able for rent for any 
period of time.

“It’s going to be 
shared conference 
rooms, break areas 
and restrooms but 
tenants can rent and 
buy specific offices,” he 
said. “Tenants could be 
a spectrum of things. 
It could be an attor-
ney, real estate agents, 
start up companies, 

architects…somebody 
that doesn’t need a 
whole building all to 
themselves and doesn’t 
want to worry about 
maintaining a whole 
building.”

Meyer added that 
utilities would be paid 
and the tenant would 
just have to pay for 
rent. 

In one of the build-
ings, Meyer said, will 
be a bakery operated by 
his wife in the morning 
with a lease opportu-
nity for a restaurant to 
use in the evenings. 

Meyer said he hopes 
to begin construction 
on the building this 
year and have the busi-
nesses up and running 
by the beginning of 
2022. 

Following Mey-
er’s presentation, the 
Seward City Council 
unanimously approved 
a Tax Increment Fi-
nancing (TIF) applica-
tion and redevelopment 
plan and cost benefit 
analysis regarding the 
project. 

The second project 
heard that night was 

a plan presented by 
IHC Properties LLC 
to develop two lots at 
the Rail Campus into 
two, 6,000 square foot 
buildings for commer-
cial spaces. The idea is 
to lease the buildings 
to tenants looking for a 
location for their oper-
ations, such as an auto 
body shop or dance 
studio. 

Joe Wendt, IHC 
General Manager, said 
that the idea behind 
the project is to provide 
spaces for businesses 
that potentially don’t 
already exist in Seward 
and allow homegrown 
businesses a place to 
expand. 

“From what we’ve 
gathered in Lincoln, 
Seward and even Oma-
ha is there’s not enough 
tenant spaces for these 
businesses to lease out 
and grow,” he said. 
“We’ve built a number 
of these in Lincoln for 
developers and we’re 
excited to do that here 
in Seward.”

IHC partner Troy 
Bridgford said that the 
buildings will stray 

away from the typical 
utilitarian look often 
associated with indus-
trial spec buildings. 
The design, he said, 
will be appealing for a 
variety of businesses 
and therefor, holds end-
less possibilities of who 
may rent the space. 

“It could be used for 
a mason or distribution 
company but it could 
also potentially be a 
gymnastics studio or a 
dance studio,” he said.

The Seward Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mittee has approved 
the plan, however, the 
Seward Community 
Redevelopment Author-
ity (CRA) tabled the 
discussion to allow the 
council the opportunity 
to learn about the proj-
ect first. 

No action will be 
taken by the council 
regarding the project 
until the plans are ap-
proved by the CRA. 

Should the project 
receive full approval, 
Wendt said construc-
tion on the buildings 
will begin later this 
year. 

Seward City Council hears details 
on two development project ideas

Connecting every 
corner of Nebraska
by Gov. Pete Ricketts

Nebraska is a nation-
al leader in the quality 
of our 
state 
highway 
system.  
This is 
no acci-
dent—
Nebras-
kans 
take 
pride in 
building high-quality 
infrastructure and 
understand the impor-
tance of connecting our 
communities to grow 
our state.  For example, 
Nebraska’s farmers and 
ranchers led the charge 
for rural electrification 
in the 1930s.  With their 
backing, Nebraska 
Senator George Norris 
co-sponsored the Rural 
Electrification Act, 
which was key to bring-
ing electricity to rural 
communities through-
out the state.  Today, we 
have the opportunity 
to build next genera-
tion infrastructure by 
expanding reliable, 
high-speed broadband 
networks to every cor-
ner of Nebraska.

Nebraskans depend 
on high-speed internet 
for education, tele-
health, precision agri-
culture, entertainment, 
e-commerce, and a 
host of other activities.  
In our digital world, 
broadband connectivity 
is basic infrastructure.  
It’s critical to ensuring 
that every community 
has a chance to grow 
and thrive.  A couple of 
stories will illustrate 
this point.  Like many 
Nebraskans, Riley 
Kessler—a 2020 grad-
uate of Mullen High 
School—had to finish 
his final months of 
high school remotely 
last spring during the 
pandemic.  Completing 
assignments online was 
anything but easy for 
Riley, given the lack of 
adequate broadband 
options on his family’s 
ranch.  To do his school-
work, Riley had to trav-
el ten miles to a hilltop 
where he could finally 
make a connection to 
join Zoom sessions and 
do homework.  

Jason Kvols farms 
near Laurel and raises 
pigs.  The high-speed 
internet services at 
his farm have allowed 
him to build a new 
pig barn to double his 
capacity so that his son 
can return home to 
farm.  “I wouldn’t have 
even considered build-
ing this new barn if it 
wasn’t for the fact that 
I have access to high-
speed and high-quality 
internet service at the 
barn’s location,” said 
Jason.  “Because I have 
good internet, I’m able 
to use new technolo-
gy that will allow me 
to better manage the 
barns, giving me 24-7 
access to monitor and 
manage feed, water, and 
climate control remote-
ly.  Broadband access 
played a major role in 
being able to provide 
this opportunity to 
grow our operation and 
bring my son back to 
the farm.”

These examples 
show the importance of 
connecting every com-
munity in Nebraska 
to broadband.  Having 
great internet service 
opens up opportunities 
not just for students, 
but also for ag produc-
ers and entrepreneurs. 

We have work to 
do to build out our 
broadband network in 
Nebraska.  Over 80,000 
households in our state 
lack broadband speeds 
that meet the Federal 
Communications Com-
mission benchmark 
of 25 mbps download 
speed and 3 mbps 
upload speed (25/3).  As 
technology improves, 
the flow of data is 
increasing.  25/3 is 
already insufficient for 
many online activities.  
As we expand broad-
band, we don’t just want 
to meet today’s internet 
standards.  We want 
to build for the future.  
In Nebraska, 150,000 
households do not have 
internet speeds of 100 
up, 20 down (100/20).    

To address our need 
for more widespread in-
ternet access, we direct-
ed nearly $30 million 
of federal coronavirus 
assistance to begin con-
necting 17,600 house-
holds with broadband.  
This was essential 
during the pandemic 
as many services went 
online.  This session, 
legislative bill (LB) 388 
can continue the mo-
mentum we have built 
up using the CARES 
Act resources.  As part 
of LB 388, Senator Curt 
Friesen of Henderson, 
Speaker Mike Hilgers 
of Lincoln, and I are 
proposing that we in-
vest $20 million in each 
of the next two years 
to help another 30,000 
households get broad-
band connectivity.  
We’re prioritizing un-
served areas and those 
with slower broadband 
speeds.  All of these 
projects require the ap-
plicant to provide 50% 
of the total development 
costs.  To be eligible for 
funding, projects must 
be completed within 18 
months. 

Any company who 
receives state fund-
ing will be required 
to build to speeds of 
100 up and 100 down 
so that the broadband 
networks will meet our 
future needs.  We’re 
measuring speeds upon 
completion to ensure 
this standard is met.  
When we invest tax-
payer resources into 
infrastructure, we need 
to make sure we are 
providing a high-qual-
ity product.  Settling 
for lower quality 
infrastructure won’t 
allow people the kind 
of flexibility they need 
to work from home or 
to pursue online educa-
tion.  We need to make 
sure we are building 
to a standard that will 
meet the growing needs 
of our digital world.

My vision is to grow 
Nebraska, and this 
means creating oppor-
tunities in every part 
of our state—whether 
urban, suburban, or 
rural.  If you have 
questions about LB 
388, email pete.rick-
etts@nebraska.gov or 
call 402-471-2244.  If 
you want to see better 
broadband throughout 
Nebraska, contact your 
State Senators to make 
your voice heard.  You 
can find their contact 
information at www.
nebraskalegislature.
gov.  LB 388 will move 
us closer to bringing 
broadband coverage 
to every corner of the 
state so that geography 
doesn’t limit opportuni-
ty in Nebraska.

Gov. 
Pete Ricketts

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-3676

MakingSENSEof keepingCENTSin ourcommunity!

SHOP Seward
Support SEWARD

3269 Progressive Ave. • Seward 
402-643-4977

Hours: M–F 7:30–5; Sat. 7:30–12

YOUR BUSINESS 
FEATURED HERE

Call 402-643-3676
129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE

402-643-3676 
sewardindependent.com

Your Path to Possible
Beatrice   Lincoln   Milford   Online

www.southeast.edu

We started as Service Master in 1995 and have been Campbell Cleaning since 2010.
Thank you, Seward County, for supporting our journey!

26 Years Serving Seward County!
OUR SERVICES: Janitorial Cleaning (Daily, weekly, biweekly monthly options available) • IICRC Certified in Carpet & Upholstery 

Cleaning (Hot Water Extraction) • Area Rug Cleaning • 24-Hour Water Damage Cleanup • Tile Refinishing • Stone 
Maintenance • Odor  Control / Ozone Rental • Move Out Cleaning • Construction Cleanup • Periodic House Cleaning

Veteran-Owned Business, Insured & Bonded • Free Estimates in Seward • Gift Cards Available (Great Gifts!)

111 N. 3rd St., Suite 2 • Seward, NE • 402-643-6054 • www.campbellcleaning.com

Think LOCAL
SUPPORT YOUR
NEIGHBORS!

Janitorial Services
Commercial / Residential Carpet Cleaning

Veteran-owned

111 North 3rd Street, Suite 2 • Seward
402-643-6054 • campbellcleaning.com

Since 1968

ehlerstv@ehlerstv.com • www.ehlerstv.com

DISH • Cell Phone Boosters • Security Cameras • HD TVs
Truck Accessories • Remote Starters • Home & Car Stereos

Internet Solutions • Smart Home Accessories

321 Jackson Ave. 
Seward, NE
402-643-2560

HOURS
    Monday–Friday 7:30 a.m.–5:15 p.m.

Roger Gamble

222 S. 5th St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-6669 
www.rginvestments.biz

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Last week's deep freeze 
paused vaccination efforts in 
the Four Corners Health De-
partment area.

During the biweekly Four 
Corners briefing Thursday, Feb. 
18, Executive Director Laura 
McDougall said that the health 
department did not receive its 
weekly allotment of COVID-19 
vaccinations due to the severe 
weather conditions experienced 
through much of last week. The 
region for the past few weeks 
has received 800 doses per 
week, which are then divided 
between the four counties.

“The big news for us this 
week is we received no new 
vaccine due to the weather and 
some problems with the distri-
bution centers,” she said. “We 
have not received our 800 we 
were supposed to this week...
and we're not sure when it's 
coming.”

Additionally, McDougall said 
weekly allocations have been 

cut from 800 to 700 going for-
ward. The Four Corners region 
is expected to receive 700 doses 
at some point this week but 
McDougall said she is unsure 
when the missed allocation 
from last week will be made up.

Regardless of how much is 
received next week, McDougall 
said medical professionals who 
distribute the vaccine are eager-
ly awaiting its arrival.

“Hope and pray with us that 
we get our allocations next 
week because we cannot start 
vaccinating again until we get 
our allocations,” she said.

Despite the delay in delivery, 
McDougall said vaccination 
efforts in the region have been 
successful. So far, 4,505 first 
dose and 2,188 second dose 
vaccinations have been given. 
Nearly 2,100 vaccinations have 
been distributed to long-term 
care facilities in the region. 
Seward County, as of Feb. 19, sat 
at 1,208 vaccinations.

McDougall estimated that 
90% of the vaccine is given to 
individuals 65 years of age and 

older. Ten percent of the weekly 
allocation is set aside for criti-
cal infrastructure workers. She 
said the hope is to finish vac-
cinating first responders and 
utility workers this week and 
begin on educators.

Mallory Gibreal, Director 
of Community Relations for 
Memorial Healthcare Systems, 
during the briefing said that 
the hospital is continuing to 
hold weekly vaccination clinics. 
Last week, she said MHCS had 
its biggest clinic, with 260 first 
doses and 80 second doses ad-
ministered. She said should the 
allotment allow, an MHCS clin-
ic could vaccinate 600 people.

As vaccination efforts in the 
county rise and safety protocols 
remain in place, cases continue 
to fall. McDougall said that the 
region in the last 14 days (from 
Feb. 18) had 142 cases. Seward 
County had 36 of those cases in 
the 14-day window.

“That's really an improve-
ment,” she said. “That's a much 
better place than where we've 
been.”

Weather holds up Four Corners vaccinations

The Seward Thrivent-affiliated office has un-
dergone some recent changes.

As of October 2020, they transitioned to the 
Thrivent Advisor Network and are now known as 
RetirePath Advisors. Built on the 100-year heri-
tage of Thrivent Financial, TAN allows financial 
practices to continue to serve clients under the 
Thrivent umbrella, but in a way that allows the 
practice to offer expanded technology and invest-
ment solutions.

At RetirePath Advisors, the focus remains on 
helping clients achieve financial clarity and live 
lives full of meaning and gratitude.

The move to TAN means clients can count on 
RetirePath to continue addressing their financial 
needs. With this change, RetirePath now has 
access to an even wider range of products and 
investments from multiple providers, which will 
allow the practice to create holistic solutions that 
address the client’s entire financial picture.

RetirePath Advisors are surrounded by a 
team of specialists and support staff to help 
clients with all aspects of their financial plan. 
Owner Luke Simons, ChFC, FIC, and advisors 

Jim Everts, FIC, CLTC, and Mitch Klintworth 
FIC, CLTC, represent RetirePath in the Seward 
community.

“We were very excited about this opportunity 
when Thrivent chose our Nebraskaland Group 
to join the Thrivent Advisor Network,” Simons 
said. “While we are still part of the Thrivent fam-
ily, the move to TAN allows us to connect with a 
broader community of values-based advisors who 
are equally dedicated to providing clients with 
the most comprehensive advice available.”

The advisors at RetirePath are very excited 
about this transition, what it will mean for their 
business and for their relationship with clients.

Luke Simons, ChFC, FIC, Financial Adivsor/
Owner

Josh Hilgenkamp, CLTC, FIC, Financial Adiv-
sor/Owner

Chris Leaver, ChFC, AEP, FIC, Financial Adiv-
sor/Owner

Beth Boyle CFP, AEP, CKA, MBA, FIC, Finan-
cial Adivsor/Owner

Heather Walraven, MBA, CKA, FIC, Financial 
Adivsor/Owner

RetirePath Advisors announce 
transition to Thrivent Advisor Network

Stay warm-spring 
will be here soon! 
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Wilber, NE 68465
402-821-2586

Fax: 402-821-3586

THE
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EOPLEP

Fridays: 5–7:30 p.m.
March 5, 12 & 26

Adults: $9.00 • Children 5–12: $4.00
Deep-Fried Fish

Cheesy Potatoes • Cornbread  •  Coleslaw

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
152 Pinewood Ave • Seward

Everyone Welcome!

DRIVE THRU

2021–2022
EAST BUTLER KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION/ROUND-UP

*Tuesday, March 9, 2021 – 6:30 p.m.
  at Dwight Elementary
*Thursday, March 11, 2021 – 6:30 p.m.
  at Brainard Elementary
Please call the school office at 
(402) 545-2081 by Friday, March 5, for a 
registration packet to be mailed to you.
Please bring your incoming kindergarten 
student along with your child’s certified 
birth certificate, immunization record, 
and completed registration packet.

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus

Two pancakes, eggs & sausage for $5

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Take-Out Only

Sunday, Feb. 28 • 8:30–11:30 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Social Hall
152 Pinewood Ave. • Seward

Stop at the Social Hall to pick up your 
take-out or drive up to the north door of 
the church. KC members will take your 
order and bring your breakfast out.

Thank you, thank you to my family, church family, 
friends and neighbors for all the greeting cards,
gifts and flowers in regard to my 90th birthday.

God has always blessed me in many ways. He always 
brings sunshine to our days, even when they are 

cold and dreary, through his Son, our Savior. I feel so 
blessed to have you all in my life to help me remember 
my special days. Again, I say thank you, and God bless.

In His love and name, Emma Lutringer

Glennie Duensing of 
Seward will celebrate 
her 90th birthday this 
week. 

She was born Feb. 
28, 1931 in Scottsbluff. 

Birthday greetings 
to help celebrate can be 
mailed to her at 1320 
N. 1st St., Seward, NE 
68434. 

Lee Cain of Gresham 
will celebrate his 85th 
birthday soon. 

He was born March 
1, 1936. 

He and wife Caro-
lyn have four children 
including Janice and 
Terry Steinkamp 
of Lincoln, Dennis 
(deceased), Gary and 
Doris Cain of Fort 

Collins, Colorado, and 
Dean and Susanne 
Cain of Almont, Mich-
igan. He also has 11 
grandchildren and six 
grandchildren. 

To send Cain birth-
day greetings, please 
send cards to 4741 
Branched Oak Road, 
Gresham, NE 68367. 

Duensing to 
celebrate 90 years 

Cain to celebrate 
85th birthday 

COURTESY PHOTO

Pastor Scott Krohn, Living Word Lutheran Church of Seward, presents a check to Blue Valley Community Action direc-
tor Deb Aegerter to assist local foodbanks. The “Heartland District” of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 
( LCMC ) recently approved $500  grants to local food banks. The district includes churches from Central, Southeast 
and Northeast Nebraska, South Dakota, Northwest and Southwest Iowa and Western Kansas. 

LCMC donates to Seward’s BVCA 

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

Outside the small 
Belgium village of 
Lutremange in a small 
grove of trees stands a 
German pillbox (gun 
emplacement) from 
World War II.

Over the past years, 
the locals have built a 
small memorial to sol-
diers of the 35th Division 
that fought and died 
near the spot during the 
Battle of the Bulge (De-
cember 1944 to January 
1945). There is a stone 
with a memorial plaque 
to the sacrifices of those 
brave Americans and 
the flags of Belgium and 
the United States. On the 
pillbox is a plaque with 
the names of the soldiers 
who were killed. 

The Battle of the 
Bulge was the largest 
battle of World War II. 
The Germans’ offensive 
of December 1944 pushed 
the Allies back and 
formed a “bulge” in the 
lines in the Ardennes. 
One of the cities at the 
center of the “bulge” 
was Bastogne. Around 
the defensive ring were 
members of the 101st 

Airborne (whose com-
mander sent the Ger-
man general a one word 
reply when asked to 
surrender – “nuts”).

The 35th Division 
(made up of National 
Guard units from Kan-
sas and Nebraska) was 
sent north from Metz on 
Christmas Day to help 
relieve the units trapped 
at Bastogne and cut off 
the “bulge” and trap 
the German forces to 
the west. The Nebraska 
National Guard’s famed 
134th Infantry Regiment 
moved north and fought 
for control of the village 
of Luterbois (just north 
of Lutremange) in Bel-
gium. 

In the early part of the 
Battle of the Bulge, an 
incident happened that 
would become routine. 
On Dec. 17, 1944, near 
a crossroads village of 
Malmedy, Belgium, the 
German SS units sur-
rounded and killed 84 
soldiers who were pris-
oners of war. On Jan. 14, 
1945, graves registration 
came upon the “Malm-
edy Massacre” site and 
reported it to the Allied 
leadership.

On that same day, 
it was discovered that 
six soldiers of the 134th 
Infantry Regiment were 
murdered by German 
SS units around Lu-
tremange sometime 
between Jan. 4 and 8. 
Those killed were re-
placements to Company 
C (formerly of Beatrice) 
and Company G (former-
ly of Hastings) and were 
mostly medics (unarmed 
soldiers). 

They were: (Compa-
ny/Name/Burial Loca-
tion)

Company C – Staff 
Sergeant Carl R. Sahli - 
Plot E, Row 12, Grave 13 
Luxembourg American 
Cemetery

Company C – Staff 
Sergeant David I. Bowen 
- Plot E, Row 15, Grave 46 
Luxembourg American 
Cemetery

Company C – Private 
First Class Wilbur C. 
Pyle - Plot E, Row 12, 
Grave 32 Luxembourg 
American Cemetery

Company C - Private 
Russell J. Johnson - Plot 
E, Row 12, Grave 38 
Luxembourg American 
Cemetery

Company G - Private 

Troy R. Bader - Plot G, 
Row 3, Grave 6 Luxem-
bourg American Ceme-
tery

Company C – Private 
First Class Robert L. 
Stone – Evergreen Cem-
etery (Lansing, Michi-
gan)

On the 75th anniver-
sary of the Battle of the 
Bulge, Americans and 
Belgiums gathered to 
honor the sacrifice of 
the “Lutermange Six” 
at the memorial just 
outside the village of 
Lutremange. Relatives 
of those killed during 
the battle were on hand. 
Nebraska items were 
presented to the families 
in recognition of their 
loved one being with 
the unit with ties to the 
state.

The memorial will be 
part of the Liberation 
2020 tour of France and 
Belgium from July 14-25. 
The Nebraska National 
Guard Historical Society 
and Executive Travel 
are hosting the trip. If 
you would be interested 
in being on the trip, stop 
by the Museum and pick 
up a brochure. 

COURTESY PHOTO

The memorial to the “Lutermange Six” in Belgium honors soldiers were 
killed by the German SS units during the Battle of the Bulge in 1945.

COURTESY PHOTO

A young man stands in honor of the 
“Lutermange Six” in Belgium.

Nebraska 134th honored for sacrifices

PLACE
YOUR AD
   TODAY!

402-643-3676
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cpa
Marla Belitz Johnson, CPA, PC

have joined forces!
Our expanded CPA firm with new team 

member, Shannon Meyer (CPA),
enables us to provide more services.

and

New Clients Welcome!
Left to right: Joel Endorf, Dawn Lliteras, Katie Stolze, Marla Belitz Johnson, Shannon Meyer

Accounting and Bookkeeping • QuickBooks Certified

Tax Preparation and Planning • Estate and Trust

Financial Coaching and Business Consulting

Payroll • International Services • Not-For-Profit

Ag and Business Succession Planning

344 Main St., Suite 200  •  Seward, NE  •  402-643-2333 
SewardCPA.com • moorehawkscpas.com

• Personal Financial Planning 
• Retirement Planning
• Social Security Planning 
• Traditional and Roth IRA
• 401(k) 
• Trusts

Ryan L. Burger, CPA
ryan@gbecpa.com

Regan L. Else, CPA
regan@gbecpa.com

Wealth Management Services

New Clients Welcome!

418 Seward St.  |  Seward, Nebraska 68434

402-643-4557

Tax Advantage…Financial advisor and 
CPA rolled into one

Providing you the edge in all areas of financial management

Tax Preparation • Tax & Business Planning • Bookkeeping
QuickBooks Setup & Training • Auditing & Financial Statement Preparation

by Sarah Smith
Campaignium staff writer

Like other organizations, your business is likely 
wrestling with a convergence of changes that are 
upending the familiar tactics you’ve always used to 
communicate with prospects and customers.

Growing demographic diversity, the adoption 
of interactive technologies, and evolving media 
consumption habits have altered how consumers 
get information and how they perceive branded 
communication messages.

As you grapple with how to speak effectively 
with today’s consumers, you’ve likely heard about 
something called “content marketing.” Maybe 
you’ve read about it in an article, or perhaps a col-
league or consultant has suggested it to you.

But before you dive in, you need to learn more. 
What is content marketing anyway? Is it just a 
fad? Does it actually mean anything, or is it just a 
cool-sounding buzzword? Could it actually help you 
achieve your objectives? And if so, how?

The purpose of this article is three-fold. First, 
we define content marketing for you. Second, we 
show you why content marketing should be part of 
your communication strategy. Third, we discuss 
how to get started with content marketing.

What Is Content Marketing?
The Content Marketing Institute offers the 

following definition of content marketing: … a 
strategic marketing approach focused on creating 
and distributing valuable, relevant, and consistent 
content to attract and retain a clearly defined audi-
ence – and ultimately, to drive profitable customer 
action.

So first and foremost, content marketing is a 
strategic marketing approach – not just haphaz-
ardly posting items to your social media feeds. You 
need a clear sense of what you need to accomplish 
and how your content is supposed to move you 
closer to your objectives and digital marketing 
strategy.

Second, your content must benefit a clearly 
defined audience. Go beyond demographics here. 
What are the wants, needs, interests, questions, 
concerns, and pain points of your prospects? How 
does your product or service fit into their lives? 
What expertise do you have that is of use to them? 
What kind of content could you distribute that 
would inform, entertain, and engage them in a 
meaningful way?

Third, your content must be valuable, relevant, 
and consistent – but to whom? To your audience.

Valuable – The people who read your blogs 
or watch your videos must get something worth-
while out of it. They should come away feeling like 
they’ve learned something or that they’ve been 
entertained in a way that resonates with their lives 
and values.

Relevant – Your content must address consum-
ers’ wants, needs, and interests. Be that trusted 
expert they can turn to for answers. Show your 
audience that you get them – that you understand 
what’s interesting, funny, heartwarming, or im-
portant to them.

Consistent – Effective content, delivered over a 
period of time, makes you instantly recognizable. 
Your look, feel, tone, and writing style – and of 
course the substance – should speak with the same 
voice that helps consumers get to know you and 
grow familiar with your organization.

Finally, a good content marketing strategy 
drives profitable customer action. Folks want to do 
business with organizations who understand “peo-
ple like me.” They trust the recommendations of 
other consumers like themselves, so when a friend 
shares branded content through social media, 
the message takes on added credibility. Content 
marketing gives you the opportunity to earn that 
credibility by creating messages that demonstrate 
how your product or service can make a positive 
difference in the lives of your prospects.

Why Content Marketing Is Important
Today’s prospects have a strong appetite for good 

information but more powerful resistance to the 
so-called “hard sell.” Most of us research products 

and services online before making a purchase. We 
study different cars, comparing prices and fea-
tures, before ever setting foot in a dealership. Even 
grocery shoppers use mobile phones to compare 
prices and deals.

People want good content that helps them make 
good decisions, but they don’t like being sold. 
Consumers are less responsive to traditional adver-
tising and old-school sales tactics, and this is true 
for both B2C and B2B customers. According to one 
study, 70% of consumers prefer to learn about com-
panies through articles instead of advertising.

A Roper Survey of business decision makers 
found that 80% prefer to get information about 
a prospective purchase from articles instead of 
advertising. The same survey found that 70% say 
content makes them feel closer to the sponsoring 
company and 60% say content helps them make 
better buying decisions.

Why Content Marketing Matters 
to Search Engines

Consumers turn to search engines for solutions 
to their problems. Sometimes your best opportuni-
ty to win new customers is to be there when they 
Google it. In fact, you may already be working 
with a partner who specializes in Search Engine 
Optimization to develop a plan that works for you. 
You may also know that search engines frequently 
update the algorithms they use to crawl the web, 
so they can continuously improve the quality of 
results that we see when we do a search.

Google’s updates in recent years increasingly 
reward quality and punish low quality. And what 
does quality mean for Google? For one thing, up-to-
date content is rewarded. So publishing fresh arti-
cles, and updating your existing content, will help 
you maintain a strong showing on search engine 
results pages (SERPs) and keep people coming back 
to your site.

Second, Google increasingly punishes what it 
considers to be “spammy” or overly optimized 
pages. One example of this is “keyword stuffing,” 
which generally means using the same keyword 
too many times when it adds no value to a passage. 
The Moz Beginner’s Guide to SEO gives the follow-
ing example of keyword stuffing:

“Bob’s cheap Seattle plumber is the best cheap 
Seattle plumber for all your plumbing needs. Con-
tact a cheap Seattle plumber before it’s too late.”

A good rule of thumb here is that if it’s awkward 
for you to read, it’s probably a red flag for Google. 
Always write for the reader first and research long-
tail keywords to use as synonyms. That way your 
content will be both user-friendly and SEO-friend-
ly.

Why Content Marketing Matters 
to Your Business

As you can see, effective content can help you 
build customer relationships while avoiding less 
effective “hard sell” tac-
tics. It showcases your 
subject-matter exper-
tise, and gains trust by 
highlighting important 
topics that affect your 
prospects. Well-crafted 
content can draw traf-
fic to your website and 
social media accounts, 
boost your performance 
on search results pages, 
and give audiences the 
opportunity to share 
your content with their 
friends.

A recent survey 
asked 600 marketing 
professionals what they 
thought were the most 
important digital mar-
keting trends for 2015. 
Content marketing was 
the number one answer 
with 29.6% – ahead of 
other hot topics like big 
data (14.6%), marketing 

automation (12.8%), mobile marketing (11.0%), and 
social media marketing (8.9%).3 Other research 
found that 63% of companies say posting on social 
media increased their marketing effectiveness. 
Companies with blogs attract more inbound links, 
and blogs on company websites tend to attract more 
visitors.

Getting Started with Content Marketing
Just because marketers realize the importance 

of content, many have yet to establish a formal con-
tent marketing strategy. A 2014 survey of market-
ing professionals found that more than half, or 56% 
said they were “doing content marketing,” but had 
no defined strategy. Only a third of respondents 
said content marketing was fully integrated into 
their marketing communications strategies.

So how do you develop a content marketing plan 
that makes sense for your business? Here are five 
key steps that can serve as a framework to guide 
your efforts:

1. Planning: Determine what objectives your or-
ganization needs to achieve, then what role content 
will play in meeting them. How will content mar-
keting complement other activities, such as sales, 
service, promotions, or advertising?

2. Audience: Do you have a single, homogeneous 
audience, or do you have multiple segments who 
would benefit from what you have to say? Where is 
the match between their interests, concerns, and 
information needs and your expertise?

3. Content development: Great content begins 
with a clear sense of what you need to say. Estab-
lish a consistent tone that represents the expertise 
and values of your organization. Your content must 
be optimized for your audience, for search engines, 
and for your business objectives.

4. Implement: How will you distribute your 
content? Will you publish articles to your website? 
If you start a blog, what topics will be covered, and 
how often will it be updated? A regular, consistent 
schedule is best for establishing familiarity with 
your audience. How will you optimize your social 
media and other channels for disseminating your 
message?

5. Monitor results: Pay attention to what, if any 
impact your content has on your website traffic 
and search engine rankings. Are people inter-
acting with your content in any way? Assess the 
number of likes, shares, comments, and other 
actions. What are people saying in their comments 
– positive or negative? Are they asking questions or 
lodging complaints – and how are you responding 
to them?

By tracking results, you will be able to glean 
important insights into whether and how people re-
spond to your content. That will enable you to take 
what you learn and improve your content strategy, 
which gives you the opportunity to improve your 
results over time.

Why content marketing matters for businesses and their growth

Support your local businesses!
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402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!Come see us for all your
agricultural needs!
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FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!
Millet, Sundangrass, annual

forage mixes and no-till
drill rentals available

www.southeast.edu/Academics

Livestock Management & Production

by Greg Forbes
editor@sewardindependent.com

Seward High School 
agronomy instructor 
Craig Frederick's career 
in agricultural educa-
tion brought him all 
across the country and 
allowed him to influ-
ence countless students 
through FFA.

As he enters his final 
months as an instruc-
tor, Frederick acknowl-
edges that his career 
could've been extremely 
different had it not been 
for a chance happen-
ing during his student 
teaching days.

Readying for a role 
as a student teacher for 
an unnamed district, 
Frederick received a 
call three days before 
his start date that the 
instructor he was to 
work under had been 
fired. He was instead to 
report to Seward High 
School the following 
Monday at 8 a.m. 

After the student 
teaching stint at 
Seward, Frederick 
taught agriculture and 
led FFA chapters at 
Lewiston, Neb., Seward 
and Grand Island 
Northwest before work-
ing for Northard-King, 
now Sygenta. 

He soon ventured 
back into education 
before being recruited 
to work for the Ne-
braska Department of 
Education as the State 
Education Director and 
the State FFA Advisor. 
The role with the State 
of Nebraska eventually 
transitioned into a spot 
with the National FFA 
office, where he over-
saw programs in ten 
states. 

The opportunities 
those roles presented 

are immeasurable, 
Frederick said, but may 
not have happened if 
not for the last minute 
change of plans to his 
student teaching.

“Everything happens 
for a reason,” he said. 

As the FFA advisor 
for the State of Nebras-
ka, Frederick said he 
was tasked with visiting 
classrooms across the 
state and connecting 
with instructors to col-
laborate on new ideas. 
As a native Nebraskan, 
Frederick said the op-

portunity to influence 
students raised with 
similar backgrounds 
to him was an honor 
and a privilege he never 
expected to have. 

“I never really had it 
in my mind that I would 
be able to do something 
like that,” he said. “I 
did a lot of training and 
workshops and saw a lot 
of state officers develop. 
I had some National 
officers that got elected 
and had some national 
award winners. It was 
all just really exciting.”

On the national level, 
Frederick traveled be-
tween 10 states to help 
with their FFA pro-
grams. The top priority 
of that role, he said, was 
to help those states find 
new ways to further 
the mission of FFA and 
bolster programs of all 
sizes. 

However, Frederick 
said the memories he 
cherishes the most from 
that role are not neces-
sarily education related. 
One of his favorite sto-
ries came from the Na-

tional FFA Convention 
in Wisconsin. Typically 
held during National 
FFA Week in February, 
that year's convention 
came with snow. 

Frederick fondly 
recalls the National 
FFA Officer from Texas 
seeing snow for the 
first time and having a 
slightly different idea 
of how to make a snow 
angel.

“She had never seen 
snow...and she said she 
was going to make a 
snow angel, but she was 
just standing up, wav-
ing her arms,” he said, 
adding she also was 
able to experience her 
first sled ride. “I put her 
on a toboggan and sent 
her down the hill and 
she was screaming the 
whole way.”

Traveling with the 
National FFA office 
allowed Frederick to see 
agricultural education 
on countless levels but 
the desire of constant 
travel faded after a 
number of years. 

Frederick soon found 
himself back in Seward 
as the new agronomy in-

structor and FFA leader 
for Seward High School. 
He said he knew he 
wanted one last teach-
ing job in a classroom 
and picked Seward be-
cause of the school's and 
community's apprecia-
tion of agriculture. 

“Seward is such a 
great ag community, 
such a supportive com-
munity of agriculture 
and do a lot for their 
students,” he said. 

Now after nine years 
back in Seward, Freder-
ick said he's confident 
in his decision to step 
down and turn the posi-
tion over to new lead-
ership. He said he may 
consider some smaller 
roles in the realm of ag 
education but if not, he's 
happy how his child-
hood dream played out. 

“It makes me feel 
really good and I think 
of my dad a lot,” he said. 
“He was always coach-
ing, training, talking 
about ag and how things 
worked. I feel very bless-
ed to have had these op-
portunities. I never had 
a boring day and that's 
what I liked about it.”

A lifetime of ag leadership

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward High School agronomy instructor and FFA chapter 
leader Craig Frederick examines a slide during an FFA event. 
Frederick will retire from his position this year.

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward High School agronomy instructor and FFA leader Craig Frederick, right, stands 
with 2018 State of Nebraska FFA Degree honorees at the 2018 Nebraska State FFA Con-
vention. Frederick is set to retire this year.

“Seward is such a great ag community, 
such a supportive community of agriculture 

and do a lot for their students.”
Seward High School agronomy instructor Craig Frederick

National FFA Week began 
earlier this week at area schools. 
See the following of how students 
are celebrating the week and 
spreading the cheer to the school 
and communities. 

Seward High School

Monday: No school 

Tuesday: Movie/TV character 
day

Visit mini-horse in the animal 
lab

Provide a teacher appreciation 
meal

Make cards for nursing homes

Wednesday: Dress like a teach-
er day

Guess the kernels in the jar

Thursday: Flannel/farmer day
Drive your tractor/four wheel-

er to school 
Chapter FFA meeting
Lasso competition
Visit Willy the goat in the 

animal lab
Provide a teacher appreciation 

Friday: Blue and gold/FFA 
gear

Anyone who wears FFA gear 
gets a prize

Find the toy animals to win a 
prize

Bring cards and flowers to 
nursing homeowners

Bluejay Leadership Team 
trivia night

Centennial High School 

Monday: Bayer- Careers FFA 
meeting

Welding Class Field trip

Tuesday: Plant Science Field 

Trip
Wednesday: Pancake Feed (All 

FFA supporters in the commu-
nity are welcome to enjoy break-
fast)

Big Cob Hybrids- Ca-
reers FFA meeting

District Welding Contest

Thursday: FFA Children's 
Barnyard 

FFA t-shirt Day

Friday: Drive your tractor to 
school day

All week: Cornhole games 
during lunch

FFA Emblem Search & Ag 
Trivia

Count the Kernels Contest
Ag Literacy Lessons for the 

elementary put on by FFA Mem-
bers

National FFA Week celebrated this week 
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Farmers Mutual
Farm & Ranch Policies 
Offer Coverages . . .

Multi-Policy
Discounts
Available

Call for information today!

...for your home and household property
...for your

farm property
and buildings

...plus farm and
personal liablity

•  Replacement costs on buildings
•  Replacement costs on pivots
•  Enhanced Equipment Breakdown & 
    Service Line Coverage
•  Special form on blanket implement
•  Collapse of grain bins
•  Medical expenses
•  Claims for property damage
•  Claims for injuries
•  Defense costs
•  Custom farming

Mark Suhr
CIC

Diane Lichty
CPSR, CIC

Tyler Lichty Thomas Suhr

145 N. 5th St. • Seward, NE • 402-643-2911 • suhrlichty.com

Call Jay Hartman or Brandon Hegeholz,
your seed dealers in Seward County

Shop: 402-535-2589
Jay’s cell: 402-641-5836  •  Brandon’s cell: 402-643-5662

1653-392nd Rd.  •  Seward

“We Understand Markets”

Roger L. Gamble

Call Us
402-643-6669

or
800-873-6669

222 South 5th • Seward

 By Caittn Nelson
Caitlin@sewardindependent.com

Starting as a back-
yard hobby and giving 
away plants and pro-
duce to neighbors, Jeff 
Jirovec found success in 
his backyard aquaponic 
system and now owns 
Grow with the Flow, an 
11-acre aquaponic farm 
north of Crete on High-
way 103 with his wife, 
Heather Husen. 

Aquaponics is the 
combination of raising 
fish and plants together 
in a symbiotic relation-
ship to mimic a natural 
ecosystem. This allows 
for plants to grow in 
soil-less media, not need 
chemical solutions and 
have a closed-loop sys-
tem of production. 

The fish waste is used 
to fertilize and irrigate 
the plants. The plants 
act as a filter to clean 
and remove waste nutri-
ents in the water for the 
fish.

“Aquaponics uses 
about 15%  of land and 
5% of the water of tra-
ditional agriculture,” 
Jirovec said. 

Through aquaponics, 
plants are able to be 
grown vertically to save 
space. Water is recycled 
though the system so 
there is no run-off or 
loss of water like in tra-
ditional soil gardening. 

Jirovec said other 
benefits to aquaponics 
include all-natural 
growing including no 
synthetic pesticides or 
herbicides. They are 
also grown indoors, 
which allows for growth 
all-year round. 

Being a local busi-
ness too, Jirovec said 
time is cut down on 
delivery, which allows 

for a longer shelf life of 
the plants and flowers. 
Orders can be picked up 
on location and same-
day delivery is available 
in Crete, Lincoln and 
Omaha. 

This is the eighth 
year Grow with the 
Flow has been in busi-
ness. Grow with the 
Flow offers produce, cut 
flowers and live plants. 

Along with in-house 
floral design and gift 
and special event 
arrangements, Grow 
with the Flow also offers 
weekly and monthly 
bouquet subscriptions 
and gift cards. 

Grow with the Flow 
products are available at 
Lincoln farmer’s mar-
kets, pop-up locations 
and on its website, www.
gwtfaquaponic.com. For 
more information, visit 
Grow with the Flow’s 
website or Facebook 
page, Grow with the 
Flow Aquaponic Horti-
culture. 

Annual Spring Machinery, Livestock Equipment & Hay

For Consignments, Contact:
Col. Troy Novak (402) 641-1526 

Col. Darryl Novak (402) 641-7213 
Office (402) 826-5302  

 

www.novakauctionservice.com

SELLING:
• Tractors • Harvest Equipment • Tillage Equipment

• Trucks • Vehicles • Irrigation Motors
• Hay • Haying & Livestock Equipment

• Much, Much More

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS 
UNTIL MARCH 5

For complete list, view our website:

LOCATION: Novak Consignment Lot, 2 miles east of Dorchester, Nebr. on Hwy. 33

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2021 • 9:30 a.m. 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

We treat other people’s cattle as if they were our own!
Contact Mike Briggs • Briggs Cattle Company

402-643-2303
3044 Alvo Rd. • Seward, NE 68434

CATTLE COMPANY

Crete aquaponics farm raises plants and fish together 

PHOTOS BY ELAYNE WOODS PHOTOGRAPHY

TOP: Grow with the Flow aquaponic greenhouses allow 
for plants to grown vertically. ABOVE: The business offers 
floral arrangements with in-house design.

Through 
aquaponics, 
plants are able 
to be grown 
vertically to save 
space. Water is 
recycled though 
the system so 
there is no 
run-off or loss 
of water like in 
traditional soil 
gardening.

Have
something
to celebrate?
Announce your
special event in the 

Seward County 
Independent. You can 

have fun with that 
special someone’s birthday, 

anniversary, baby 
announcement, 

note of thanks 
or special
occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
402-643-3676

or email
office@ 

sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska

402-643-3676

Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in
the Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

baby announcement,  note of thanks 
or special occasion with a personal 
ad. Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

Announce Your Special Events, 
Anniversaries, Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in the 
Seward County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676

Celebrating?
Announce your special event in the 

Seward County Independent. You can have 
fun with that special someone’s birthday,  
anniversary, baby announcement,  note of 
thanks or special occasion with a personal 

ad. Call 402-643-3676 or email
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434

Announce
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays,
& more in the 

Seward 
County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

Announce Your
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in 
the Seward County 

Independent
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-3676

2x4

1x3

1x6

1x2

2x2

2x3

Mark your 
calendar
and mark ours, too.

You can be part of  the

Seward County
Community Calendar

Go to www.
sewardindependent.com,
click on “Calendar” and 

“Post your event.”

Recycle this paper! 
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© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product 
information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

Come to the Kubota Field Event to demo tractors, mowers 
and utility vehicles – plus, take advantage of competitive 
financing offers and on-site coupons up to $250.

GREAT RIDES. 
GREAT DEALS.

Nebraska Equipment
1275 280th

Seward, Nebraska 68434
402-643-6641

Dealer Logo + Contact Information

WWW.AGLEADER.COM

Don’t sacrifice precise seed 
placement for speed. Get both 
with Ag Leader SureSpeed 
Planting System and SureForce 

hydraulic down force system. 

SPEED MEETS

FullFieldAg.com
402.643.4785

1503 317th Road
Seward, NE

It’s your farm. It’s your life.
Make sure you have
the right insurance.

INSURE
YOUR LIVELIHOOD

Western United 
Mutual Insurance

Association
116 W. 3rd St., Wilber

402-821-2370

• FARM PROPERTY & CASUALTY
• EQUIPMENT INSURANCE  
• LIVESTOCK INSURANCE
• PIVOT INSURANCE

Inspection Includes:

• Change engine oil and filter
• Replace spark plugs
• Replace fuel filter
• Tune-up engine, clean air filter
• Clean mower deck, sharpen and balance blades

• Wash machine
• Adjust tire pressure
• Test electrical system
• Check & clean battery
• Check engine RPMs

Prices include service inspection package. Parts & additional repairs not included.

Crete, NE • South Highway 103 • (402) 826-4347
Seward, NE • 977 280th Rd • (402) 643-3616

Pick-up & Delivery 
are available!

Not included

3 Blade Mowers
Now $269 Walk-Behind Mowers

Now $99 ZTrak Mowers
Now $239

www.AKRS.com

by Madeleine Grant
Nebraska News Service

 The Nebraska Legisla-
ture Agriculture Committee 
heard bills over two weeks 
this session, including 
proposals for commercial 
fertilizer adjustments, feedlot 
provisions and meat process-
ing inspection changes. Here 
is a summary of the nine 
bills heard by the committee 
through Feb. 9.

Meat processing
LB235, proposed by Sen. 

Tom Brewer of Gordon, 
would implement a meat pro-
cessing inspection program 
that aims to increase meat 
processing capacity in rural 
Nebraska by accelerating the 
inspection process.

The bill would give small 
meat producers and proces-
sors a choice between USDA 
meat inspection or Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture 
inspection. Brewer said on 
Feb. 2 that the bill would be 
part of a two-part process to 
revive the Nebraska State 
Meat Inspection program. 

Nebraska Cattlemen 
Association President Bren-
da Masek spoke in favor of 
the bill, but Nebraska State 
Agriculture Director Steve 
Wellman spoke in opposition 
of the bill. 
Nebraska Meat and Poul-

try Inspection Law
Sen. Tom Brandt of Plym-

outh introduced LB324 with 

the goal of making it easier 
for consumers to purchase in-
dividual packages of meat di-
rectly from producers. LB324 
would change provisions 
under the Nebraska Meat and 
Poultry Inspection Law.

The bill would also create 
the Independent Processor 
Assistance Program, which 
would provide a framework 
for how to increase local 
processing capacity and ex-
pand market access for small 
producers. 
Germination Seed Testing 

Provisions
Brandt also introduced 

LB91, a bill that would extend 
flower and grass seed ger-
mination testing to every 15 
months. The Nebraska Seed 
Act requires germination 
testing every nine months.

If passed, seeds packaged 
in sealed containers may also 
be sold for up to 36 months af-
ter the last day of the month 
that they were packaged. 
Another change would be 
allowing tetrazolium testing 
instead of germination test-
ing for native seeds. 

Tetrazolium testing is a 

biochemical rapid test that 
determines the viability of 
seeds. While germination 
testing is considered more 
comprehensive, it takes lon-
ger for results than tetrazoli-
um testing, which produces 
results within 24 to 48 hours.
Pesticide registration fees

LB90, introduced by 
Chairman Steve Halloran 
of Hastings, would adjust 
inspection fees and reallocate 
funds raised by the pesticide 
registration fee to the Pes-
ticide Administrative Cash 
Fund. 

As it stands, the Nebraska 
Pesticide Act directs more 
registration fees to the Buffer 
Strip Incentive Fund than 
the Pesticide Administrative 
Cash Fund. Sen. Halloran 
proposes more money to be 
directed to the Pesticide Ad-
ministrative Cash Fund.

This bill would also amend 
the Nebraska Commercial 
Fertilizer and Soil Condition-
er Act. If passed, the maxi-
mum annual inspection fee 
would increase from 10 cents 
per ton to 15 cents per ton of 
commercial fertilizers and 

soil conditioners. The direc-
tor of agriculture may choose 
to increase or decrease the 
inspection fee every year on 
July 1. 

Mobile Food Unit Act
The Agriculture Commit-

tee is considering LB584, 
which was proposed by Sen. 
Tony Vargas of Omaha. The 
bill would standardize the 
process for food truck per-
mits and inspections. 

Every food truck would 
be required to have a permit 
after July 1, 2022. Food truck 
regulations now are deter-
mined by individual munic-
ipalities. Another change 
is that the initial permit for 
food trucks would be lowered 
from $86.19 to $75. 

Healthy Soils 
Task Force

Sen. Tim Gragert of 
Creighton introduced LR5 as 
a follow-up to a previous bill 
that prioritizes soil health. In 
2019, the Legislature passed 
LB243, which created a 
17-member task force to pro-
mote soil health and advocate 
for agricultural methods that 
lead to better soil fertility. 

This resolution reiterates 
the Legislature's dedication 
to soil health. It also employs 
state agencies such as the De-
partment of Agriculture and 
the Department of Natural 
Resources to assist the state’s 
soil effort.

Livestock Brand Act
The Agriculture Com-

mittee is considering three 
different bills would adjust 
provisions under the Live-
stock Brand Act: LB571, 
LB572 and LB614.

Chairman Steve Halloran 
of Hastings proposed LB571 
and LB572, bills that aim to 
reduce the time and expense 
required for brand inspec-
tions. LB571 would create a 
registered backgrounder lot 
program. A backgrounder 
lot, or grow yard, is where 
calves are placed until they 
gain more weight and enter 
the feedlot. This bill would 
allow backgrounder lots to 
apply for a permit similar to 
feedlots.

LB572 would allow the Ne-
braska Brand Committee to 
use approved nonvisual iden-
tifiers, such as an electronic 
tag or retinal scan, to inspect 
livestock. In addition, the 
bill would reduce the annual 
registration fee for registered 
feedlots and temporarily re-
duces the physical inspection 
fee from $1.10 per head to 95 
cents per head until June 30, 
2023.

Nebraska Legislature considers ag bills
Sen. Tom Brandt of Plymouth introduced LB324 
with the goal of making it easier for consumers 

to purchase individual packages of meat directly 
from producers. LB324 would change provisions 

under the Nebraska Meat and Poultry Inspection Law.

Nebraskans receiv-
ing an income tax re-
fund this year have an 
opportunity to support 
wildlife and habitat 
conservation.

On Line 46 of the Ne-
braska state income tax 
form, 1040N, individuals 
may donate $1 or more 
of their tax refund to 
the Nebraska Wildlife 
Conservation Fund, 
which helps thousands 
of species in Nebraska, 
particularly those that 
are rare, endangered or 
threatened.

Tax refund donations 
have benefited many 
species over the years, 
including the river 
otter, swift fox, pere-
grine falcon, bald eagle, 
songbirds and at-risk 
pollinators like mon-
arch butterflies and 
bumble bees. Donations 
are used to maintain 
and improve habitat 
for these and many 
other fish and wildlife 
species, as well as to 
provide wildlife view-
ing and other educa-

tional opportunities for 
Nebraskans. 

For taxpayers not 
entitled to a state tax 
refund, contributions 
can be made at Nebras-
kaWildlifeFund.org or 

by mail to: Nebraska 
Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission, 
P.O. Box 30370, 2200 N. 
33rd St., Lincoln, NE 
68503.

Tax season provides opportunity 
to support wildlife conservation

AUCTIONS 
by the 

GREEN TEAM
Currently booking into 2016. 

Reserve your date today!

www.greensells.com
Toll Free: 1-888-313-3944

Farmland      Equipment     Antiques      Collectibles 
Residential       Commercial      Tools          Farm Machinery     
Vehicles      Coins      Offi  ce Equipment    Furniture & More!

Ross Ronne
Auctioneer, Realtor
402-366-7818 Personal 

Property

H  Farmland  H  Equipment  H  Antiques  H  Collectibles
H  Farm Machinery  H  Vehicles & More

Currently booking into 2021.
Reserve your date today!

G R E E N  R E A L T Y  &  A U C T I O N
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greensells.com •  402.362.5595

AUCTIONS 
by the 

GREEN TEAM
Currently booking into 2016. 

Reserve your date today!

www.greensells.com
Toll Free: 1-888-313-3944

Farmland      Equipment     Antiques      Collectibles 
Residential       Commercial      Tools          Farm Machinery     
Vehicles      Coins      Offi  ce Equipment    Furniture & More!

Ross Ronne
Auctioneer, Realtor
402-366-7818 Personal 

Property

Planting season will be here 
before we know it...be safe! 



Seward • Lincoln

402-643-3636
Member FDIC

www.cattlebank.com

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

610 224th Rd. • Milford
(402) 761-3230

www.sunrisecountrymanor.com

cune.edu

Brad & Jill Perdue      Greg & Dixie Zabka

Seward, NE u Dwight, NE 
402-643-2924

zabkafuneralhome.com
zabkafuneralhome@gmail.com

Marla Belitz
Johnson, CPA, PC Lincoln - Seward Rembolt Ludtke LLP

Attorneys at Law

125 South 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska 68434

402-643-4770
www.remboltlawfirm.com

We find the way®

402-643-6054
www.campbellcleaning.com

938 Seward St.
402-643-6262

eward  lectronicsS E

COMMUNICATIONS
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Follow us on
Facebook

 NDEPENDENT
S E W A R D •  C O U N T YI

www.mhcs.us
402-643-29711519 W. Hwy. 34 • Seward

402-643-2918
pacnsaver x.com

137 N. 7th St.
Seward, NE 68434

402-643-3909
www.sewardsmiles.com

F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y
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402-643-2911
suhrlichty.com

In 2020, there were:
• 466 youth enrolled in 4-H clubs
• 125 youth who participated in an afterschool 
4-H club
• 533 youth who took part in a school 
enrichment project
• 912 youth who took part in a special interest 
(short-term program)
• 435 Take It & Make It Kits were distributed to 
youth in Seward County.
Following are some of the unique opportunities 
available to youth in Seward County.

4-H Clovers Club
This is a newer club that is specifically designed 
for youth turning 6, 7, or 8 in 2021. The group meets 
once a month at the Extension Office. Youth learn 
through hands-on activities focused on citizenship, 
healthy living, science, outdoors and more. Youth 
do need to be enrolled to participate and parents 

are encouraged to attend.  Kara Kohel, Extension 
Educator, is the contact for this 4-H club.
4-H Junior Leaders
For youth ages 13–18, the 4-H Junior Leaders club 
may be the right fit. Expanding leadership skills and 
serving the community is the focus of this group. 
Throughout the year they teach workshops, lead 
a day camp for younger children, have leadership 
roles at the fair and at the 4-H awards event. In 
addition, the Junior Leader group conducts service 
projects, such as preparing a meal for the Ronald 
McDonald House in Omaha and providing care 
packets to community members. Enrollment is 
required. Contact Ann Dobesh for more information.
4-H Afterschool
Afterschool provides a perfect time for youth to 
explore a new interest. Throughout the county, 
Seward County 4-H hosts several afterschool 
clubs in partnership with local schools. Clubs 
vary by grade and by topic. Previous clubs have 
included Outdoor Skills, learning about animals, 
cooking, sewing a Quilt of Valor, and science. New 

afterschool clubs are being planned for the spring 
of 2021. To learn more, contact Lori Hamling at the 
Extension Office.  
4-H Partners
4-H Partners is a livestock/large animal mentoring 
program. It’s for youth who would like to learn about 
a large animal but are not ready to own one. They 
are matched up with a mentor and learn how to care 
for that animal, how to raise it, and how to show it. 
The registration deadline for 4-H Partners is April 1. 
Contact Cindy Wolverton for more information.
Enroll in 4-H today!
There are over twenty 4-H community clubs 
in Seward County. 4-H Clubs conduct regular 
meetings, either virtually or face-to-face, in various 
locations, libraries, the Extension Office, the 
fairgrounds, or other community buildings. Members 
participate in service-learning projects, give 
presentations, serve as club officers, and complete 
educational projects. Families who are interested 
in finding a 4-H club for their child are invited to 
contact the Extension Office in Seward County.

4-H Month!
February is Nebraska

Seward County 4-H is open to all youth ages 5–18 years old. Youth can participate through involvement in a community 
club, an afterschool club, and a 4-H school enrichment project or special interest program, such as Holiday Maker Day.

Seward County
Clover Kids

Heritage Project Family Tree
Thursday, March 4 • 4:00 p.m.

Seward County Extension Office
322 S. 14th St. • Seward, NE

Materials for making a family tree will be provided. Participants are encouraged to
complete their family journal in advance and bring photos of people and important records. 

Please email Kara (kara.kohel@unl.edu) for a copy of the family journal.

344 Main St., Suite 200
 Seward, NE  •  402-643-2333 

SewardCPA.com 
moorehawkscpas.com
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Meet our

ROYALTY
Kinship Pointe Senior Living in Seward

crowned their new Valentine’s Day Royalty.
Meet the Kings, Queens and their Royal Court!

The Assisted Living King & Queen are
Marvin (PeeWee) & Marilyn Schulz.

The runners-up are Leora Baack & Dennis (Gus) Gustafson.

The Independent Living King & Queen are
Bill & Joyce Lewis.

The runners-up are John & Donna Kruse.

We are providing tours and moving in new residents.

Are you currently undecided on school
for next year? Our Redeemer in 

Staplehurst has openings in all grades, 
starting with 3- and 4-year-old

preschool all the way to 8th grade.

Make plans to join us
Thursday, March 4, at 6:30 p.m. 

for our prospective student 
information night.

We will have virtual tours of our new 
facility and you will be able to meet and 

visit with the entire staff. If you are 
unable to make it, just give Mr. Anson a 
call at 402-535-2251. He would love to 

visit with you about everything that
Our Redeemer has to offer your family.

We are getting excited for 
the upcoming school year 

and can’t wait to be in our 
new Ministry Center!

Check us out on social 
media and our website 

at www.orlcne.org

Christ-Centered — Kingdom-Focused — Community-Engaged

CRAIG JONES/SCI

Icicles typically form on days when the outdoor air temperature is below 
freezing but sunshine warms and melts snow or ice, as it happened Sun-
day, Feb. 21, in Milford. The weather moderated after the area experienced 
sub-zero temperatures the previous week.

Ice, ice baby

by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

Lt. Gary L. Anderson served in the 
Nebraska National Guard’s Company 
C, 128th Engineer Battalion back in 
the 1960’s. Having come off active 
duty, he was a superb shooter and 
represented the United States in two 
Olympic Games (Tokyo 1964 and 
Mexico 1968). At both games he won 
gold medals. He is the only Nebraska 
National Guard soldier or airman to 
earn a gold medal in the Olympics. 

Anderson was born in Holdrege on 
Oct. 8, 1939. He served in the Nebras-
ka National Guard (1963-1965) and 
the California National Guard (1965-
1968) and graduated from Hastings 
College and San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary in California.

During the 1960’s, he was consid-
ered to be the most influential shoot-
er in the world and helped shape 
American shooting training and 
competition well into the modern 
era. His name is attached the Ne-
braska National Guard top shooting 
trophy given out every year in Au-
gust at competition at the Greenlief 
Training Site in Hastings. The Gary 
Anderson Trophy is the most prized 
award of shooters at the competition. 

The Tokyo Olympics were Oct. 
10-24, 1964. Anderson dominated the 
300m Free Rifle (three positions) 
with a world record on Oct. 15, 1964. 

He dominated the standing position 
event of the competition and brought 
home the gold medal later that day. 
He returned to Nebraska as a hero 
with his medal.

He later transferred to the Califor-
nia National Guard to help him com-
plete his degree in San Francisco. 
The Mexico City Olympics were from 
Oct. 12-27, 1968. He again dominated 
the 300m Free Rifle, taking first in 
the kneeling portion, and brought 
home the gold medal on Oct. 23, 1968. 

The Weapons Display Room at the 
Nebraska National Guard Museum 
is currently under construction. 
One of the walls is dedicated to this 
Nebraska National Guard shooter. 
The Gary Anderson Collection will 
feature stories about him and our 
shooting teams and individuals from 
the past. Nebraska National Guard 
shooting teams have placed very well 
in events around the world. A trib-
ute to a lieutenant from Company C, 
128th Engineer Battalion in Grand 
Island, the Weapons Display Room is 
expected to be dedicated in 2021. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Gary Anderson of Holdrege is a two time Olympic Gold Medalist. He won gold in Tokyo 
(1964) and Mexico City (1968) while serving in the Nebraska and California National 
Guard. 

Anderson named gold shooter

Have you moved?
Please let us know if your 

address changed!

 NDEPENDENT
S E W A R D •  C O U N T YI 402-643-3676



Payne brings 
home bronze
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

It’s all about the 
numbers, but Centenni-
al is not superstitious.

When the Broncos 
checked in to their ho-
tel in Omaha for state 
wrestling, Room 613 
was the only one avail-
able, Coach Phil Payne 
said. When they came 
back, 607 was also open. 
A black cat crossed in 
front of the van as they 
were arriving.

“You can’t make this 
up,” Payne said.

Bronco wrestlers 
won seven consecutive 
matches to close the 
tournament. Thirteen 
wrestlers pinned four 
opponents, and Carson 
Fehlhafer recorded the 
13th-fastest pin.

Fehlhafer finished 
the tournament in the 
No. 1 position, pinning 
his way through the 
Class B 285-pound 
bracket to the champi-
onship.

Payne said the junior 

just does his job. That 
job included pinning 
Paxton Bartels of 
Crofton-Bloomfield, 
Zachary Burr of Syra-
cuse, Gunner Bailey of 
Central City and Isaac 
Wilcox of Norfolk Cath-

olic for the third time 
in three weeks.

Bailey, Fehlhafer’s 
semifinals opponent, 
had wrestled a great 
tournament to that 
point, Payne said.
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by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Hopes were high for the 10 
wrestlers competing for Mil-
ford High at state Feb. 19 and 
20. MHS brought home three 
medals – a silver, a fourth and 
a sixth.

“It’s almost impossible to 
come away from the state 
tournament and say that 
everything went perfectly,” 
Coach Joe Schluckebier said. 
“This weekend is always full 
of highs and lows, and this 
year was no different except 
for the fact that it was con-
densed into two days instead 
of three.”

That meant quick turn-
arounds, quick recoveries and 
quick refocuses.

“With 10 guys in the tour-
nament it seemed like we 
were on a very fast moving 
roller-coaster of emotions as 
individuals and as a team,” 
Schluckebier said. “This team 
is special, maybe the best to 
ever come through Milford, 
so the expectations were 
high and they know that we 
didn’t end up how we wanted 
to. That doesn’t take any-
thing away from our historic 
season, it’s just a credit to the 
high standard we have set for 
ourselves.”

Milford finished seventh in 
the Class C team standings, “a 
mark that we only dreamed of 
in this town for 25 years,” he 
said.

However, the wrestlers left 
some points on the table, he 
said.

“These guys know I love 
them, and in the end this 
journey is what they make of 
it so each one of them would 
tell you they expected more, 
and that’s what makes them 
so great,” he said.

Konner Schluckebier was 
the team’s top finisher. A 
returning state champion, 
he was looking for another 
chance at gold. The MHS 
senior pinned his way to the 
finals in dramatic fashion, 
Coach Schluckebier said.

“Most wrestlers would kill 
for an opportunity to wrestle 
in the state semi-finals and be 
an automatic state medalist, 
but Konner was not about to 
celebrate his first two victo-
ries until he got the job done 

in the semifinals against the 
kid that has handed him his 
only two losses this season, 
Alex Schademann from Fill-
more Central,” he said.

The plan was patience, 
since a takedown would prob-
ably be the difference, he said.

Schademann scored an 
escape in the second period, 
giving Konner Schluckebier 
the chance for that differ-
ence-making takedown.

He hit that and more.

Bronco girls set for 
district final game
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

After a dominating 
first-round win over 
Shelby-Rising City, the 
Centennial girls couldn’t 
survive overtime 
against Cross County in 
the subdistrict final Feb. 
18.

The Broncos beat 
SRC 63-22 Feb. 16. Kate 
Hirschfeld scored 13 and 
grabbed nine steals, and 
Asia Nisly finished with 
10 points.

Cross County held 
the Broncos to two 
fourth-quarter points 
and none in the over-
time to win 34-31. 
Jacy Mentink hit a 
three-pointer with 2.2 
seconds to play in the ex-
tra period for the Cougar 
victory.

Centennial (22-2) 
earned a wild card spot 
in the district finals 
this week. CHS will play 
Sutton for the third time 

this season, this time for 
a chance to play in the 
Class C2 state tourna-
ment.

Centennial will host 
the game Friday, Feb. 26, 
at 6 p.m.

Centennial 63, Shelby-Rising City 22
SRC  5 6 4 7 22
CHS  19 13 16 15 63
 SRC—Totals 9-29 2-3 22.
 CHS—Kate Hirschfeld 6-10 1-1 13, Savannah 
Horne 1-1 0-0 2, Madison Brandenburgh 1-2 4-4 
7, Kierra Green 0-1 0-0 0, Daylee Dey 3-4 0-0 8, 
Jaci Opfer 2-3 4-4 8, Kiley Rathjen 1-6 1-2 3, Cora 
Payne 1-2 1-1 3, Maddie Avery 1-1 0-0 3, Asia Nisly 
4-8 1-1 10, Jaycee Stuhr 1-2 0-0 3, Kailey Ziegler 
0-1 1-4 1, Hailey Heidtbrink 1-4 0-2 2. Totals 22-44 
13-19 63.
 Three-point goals—SRC 2-17, CHS 6-11 
(Hirschfeld 0-1, Brandenburgh 1-2, Green 0-1, 
Dey 2-2, Opfer 0-1, Avery 1-1, Nisly 1-2, Stuhr 
1-1). Rebounds—SRC 19, CHS 27 (Stuhr 5). As-
sists—CHS 12 (Hirschfeld, Stuhr 3). Steals—CHS 
19 (Hirschfeld 9). Turnovers—SRC 22, CHS 13. 
Fouls—SRC 12, CHS 14.

Cross County 34, Centennial 31
CCHS 8 11 9 3 3 34
CHS  12 10 7 2 0 31
 CCHS—Totals 11-39 10-14 34.
 CHS—Hirschfeld 7-13 2-2 16, Green 0-1 0-0 
0, Dey 2-7 3-4 7, Opfer 0-1 0-0 0, Rathjen 0-2 0-3 
0, Nisly 0-10 2-2 2, Stuhr 3-9 0-0 6. Totals 12-43 
7-11 31.
 Three-point goals—CCHS 2-10, CHS 0-11 
(Hirschfeld 0-2, Green 0-1, Dey 0-1, Nisly 0-6, Stuhr 
0-1). Rebounds—CCHS 25, CHS 27 (Nisly, Stuhr 6). 
Assists—CHS 7 (Rathjen, Stuhr 2). Steals—CHS 
12 (Hirschfeld 4). Blocked shots—CHS 4 (Rathjen 
2). Turnovers—CCHS 20, CHS 20. Fouls—CCHS 
14, CHS 15.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Kate Hirschfeld of Centennial drives into the Cross County 
defense in the subdistrict final Feb. 18.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Carson Fehlhafer of Centennial pinned his way to the Class C 285-pound championship at state wrestling.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Centennial’s Ryan Payne placed third at state wrestling.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Milford senior Konner Schluckebier finished his high school career as the runner-up in Class C at 126 pounds.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Eli Vondra of Milford placed sixth in Class C at 132 pounds at state 
wrestling.

Fehlhafer wins gold

CHS junior wins first wrestling title
by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The gold medal still hadn’t 

sunk in for Carson Fehlhafer 
Feb. 21.

“It doesn’t feel real,” he said.
Fehlhafer won the Class C 

285-pound bracket at the state 
wrestling tournament Feb. 19 
and 20. He was 4-0 with four 

Schluckebier leads Eagles at state tourney

(continued on 2B)

(continued on 6B)

(continued on 6B)
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“Konner hit a well 
timed fireman’s carry 
takedown and ended up 
putting Schademann on 
his back and getting the 
pin. The win was sweet 
vindication,” Coach 
Schluckebier said.

Konner Schluckebier 
wanted to leave no doubt 
about his place in the 
finals, the coach said.

The championship 
match pitted Konner 
against Chris Williams 
of Valentine, a two-time 
state champion.

“We’ve known Chris 
since the boys were 
little, but haven’t met 
in high school,” Coach 
Schluckebier said.

Konner Schluckebier 
got off to a slow start and 
could never recover. He 
lost the match 11-2 and 
finished as the state run-
ner-up at 126 pounds.

The finished marked 
the end of a historic high 
school career. The MHS 
senior finished third, 
first and second in the 
last three years and only 
lost five matches over 
that time.

He holds school 
records for career wins 
(178), pins (129), tourna-
ment wins, tournament 
points, season wins (50), 
season record (50-1), sea-
son pins (36), and fastest 
pin.

“His leadership will 
be missed, but there is a 
part of him in every kid 
left in that room, he has 
definitely left his mark,” 
the coach said.

Thomas Vance earned 
fourth place at 182 
pounds in his first trip 
to state.

“Our other guys can 
learn from Thomas’ 
approach in the way he 
just lets it fly and wres-
tles fearless,” Coach 
Schluckebier said. 
“Everything doesn’t 
always work out for him, 
but he’s strong enough to 
get out of tough situa-
tions and he just keeps 
coming at you. We were 
all very happy with his 
performance this week-
end and he has definitely 
made a name for himself 
heading into his senior 
year next season.”

Vance was 4-2 over the 
two day tournament.

Eli Vondra earned 
sixth place at 132 
pounds, winning his 
second state medal. 
After beating a return-
ing state runner-up in 
the quarterfinals, he 
battled the returning 
state champion Quentyn 
Frank of Amherst and 
took him down in the 
first period.

Unfortunately, Von-
dra gave up some near-
fall points and lost 7-4.

“It was right back into 
action against a familiar 
foe in Ryan Payne of 
Centennial that Eli has 
beat five straight times 
this season,” Coach 
Schluckebier said.

In this match-up, 
Payne got the better of 
Vondra, putting the MHS 
junior in the fifth-place 
match. There he lost to 

Logan Bryce of Raymond 
Central, who he’d beaten 
in the quarterfinals.

“Eli took it hard, but 
the reality is that he is 
good enough to beat any-
one in the state, and he 
has proven that all year. 
He just needed to stay in 
it for the long haul after 
losing the tough semifi-
nal,” Coach Schluckebi-
er said.

“It was no secret 
that he wanted to join 
Konner in the Parade 
of Champions. They’ve 
been best friends and 
practice partners their 
entire career. One thing 
I will never forget is how 
Eli carried his gear back 
into that arena later 
that night to get Konner 
warmed up for the state 
finals when he could 
have been sulking in the 
stands instead. He’s a 
high character man and 
will have a fire burning 
in him as he prepares 
for his senior season 
next year.”

Conner Kohout, a 
freshman at 106, lost 
in overtime in the 

heartbreak round. That 
equates to a top eight fin-
ish, Coach Schluckebier 
said.

Hunter Oborny, a 
freshman at 195, was 
also one match away 
from a medal. Five of the 
six medal winners in the 
class were seniors, the 
coach said.

Christopher Scdoris, 
wrestling at 170, ended 

a match away from a 
medal as well. Loren-
zo Temple won one of 
his three matches, and 
Jack Chapman, Trent 
Stauffer, and Carter 
Springer each went 0-2 
on day one to end their 
season a little earlier 
than they would have 
liked, the coach said.
 C106—Conner Kohout (Milford) def. Janson 
Pilkington (Yutan) 13-0; def. by John Alden 
(O’Neill) 7-6; def. Nick Busse (St Paul) 7-0; def. by 
Travis Meyer (Fillmore Central) SV-1 4-2
 C126—Konner Schluckebier (Milford) pin 
Ethan Zegers (David City) 4:25; pin Keaghon Chini 
(Conestoga) 3:22; pin Alex Schademann (Fillmore 
Central) 3:51; def. by Chris Williams (Valentine) 
11-2, second
 C132—Eli Vondra (Milford) pin Kaden Kocian 
(St Paul) 0:51; def. Logan Bryce (Raymond Central) 
11-4; def. by Quentyn Frank (Amherst) 7-4; def. by 
Ryan Payne (Centennial) 3-2; def. by Logan Bryce 
(Raymond Central) 4-3, sixth
 C138—Jack Chapman (Milford) pinned by 
Damien Bell (Bridgeport) 4:32; def. by William 
Poppe (Crofton-Bloomfield) 4-0
 C145—Trent Stauffer (Milford) def. by Kor-
byn Battershaw (Battle Creek) 2-0; def. by Jace 
Freeseman (Gordon-Rushville) 3-1
 C152—Carter Springer (Milford) def. by 
Tryon Calleroz (Arcadia/Loup City) 10-4; def. by 
Caden Reedy (Tri County) 10-2
 C170—Christopher Scdoris (Milford) pin 
Samuel Vrana (Bishop Neumann) 0:56; def. by 
Servando Gonzalez (O’Neill) 11-7; def. Owen 
Wander (Syracuse) 9-4; def. by Josh Jessen (Yutan) 
10-3
 C182—Thomas Vance (Milford) def. Grant 
Nixon (Fort Calhoun) 7-4; def. by Caden Egr 
(Yutan) 10-8; def. Trent Moudry (Bishop Neu-
mann) 20-5; def. Richard Cleveland (Boone 
Central) 7-3; won by injury default over Sawyer 
Kunc (Wilber-Clatonia); pinned by Jesse Drahota 
(Ravenna) 2:07, fourth
 C195—Hunter Oborny (Milford) pin Salva-
dor Rodriguez (O’Neill) 2:36; pinned by Burton 
Brandt (Syracuse) 2:22; def. Aiden Worthey 
(Humboldt-Table Rock-Steinauer) 4-3; pinned 
by Brandon Beeson (Tri County) 1:33
 C220—Lorenzo Temple (Milford) pinned 
by Jazper Ames (Lutheran High Northeast) 2:36; 
pin Alex Flessner (Ord) 1:25; def. by Quran Cook 
(Yutan) 7-4

athletes
week

of the

Alyssa Fortik of Malcolm was the 
leading scorer for the Clippers in the 
the team’s first-round subdistrict loss to 
Lincoln Christian. Alyssa finished with 
12 points, four assists and a steal.
Honorable Mention
Hannah Benedict – Seward
Hannah Kepler – Milford
Jaci Opfer – Centennial

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE
402-643-3676 

sewardindependent.com

Carson Fehlhafer of Centennial 
was the Class C state champion at 
285 pounds in the state wrestling 
tournament. He was 4-0 with four 
pins over the two days, one of four 
champions to pin their way through the 
tournament.
Honorable Mention
• Cameron Schrad – Seward
• Konner Schluckebier – Milford
• Gavin Zoucha – Malcolm

Trent Stauffer, Milford

Carter Springer, Milford

 PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Milford’s Thomas Vance wrestled to fourth place in Class C at 182 pounds.

Hunter Oborny, Milford

Christopher Scdoris, Milford

Lorenzo Temple, Milford

Jack Chapman, Milford

Conner Kohout, Milford

(continued from 1B)

Milford wrestle
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by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Five Seward High 
Bluejays opened state 
wrestling Feb. 19 with 
dreams of state medals.

Two saw that dream 
realized.

Cameron Schrad 
finished his senior 
year on the medal 
stand in fourth place 
at 138 pounds. Cash 
Duncan placed sixth at 
113 pounds to close his 
junior campaign.

“We wrestled well. 
We had some upsets and 
won some matches we 
maybe shouldn’t have,” 
Coach Bob Core.

Schrad was 4-2 with 
a pin over the two days. 
Duncan was 3-3 with a 
pin.

With three first-time 
qualifiers, Core was 
worried that the atmo-
sphere of state wrestling 
might hurt. It really 
didn’t, he said.

Boone Duncan (145) 
and Nolan Hill (170) each 
notched at least one win. 
Boone Duncan was 1-2 
with a pin and Hill was 
2-2 with a pin.

Core was pleased to 

see Boone Duncan get 
a win in his only trip 
to state as a competitor. 
The senior hadn’t wres-
tled since seventh grade.

“He kept plugging 
away,” Core said. “He 
had a tough first round 

match and a quick turn-
around, then he got a 
pin. That was huge.”

Hill finished his soph-
omore season one win 
away from a medal.

“He made huge im-
provements,” Core said. 

“He’s a hard-working 
kid and puts in the time. 
He’s a great kid to have.”

Breckin Schoepf rep-
resented the Jays at 152 
pounds and went 0-2.

This year was the 
first time in quite awhile 
the Jays have won multi-
ple medals, Core said.

“It’s always fun to see 
the kids win,” he said.

Seward will graduate 
three seniors – Schrad, 
Boone Duncan and 
Hunter Novacek.

“They all contributed 
and did good things,” 
Core said. “They were 
nice to have.

 B113—Cash Duncan (Seward) pin Justin 
Barbee (Adams Central) 3:53; def. by Daven Nay-
lor (Lexington) 8-3; def. Luke Frost (Blair) 5-2; def. 
Isaiah Foster (Wahoo) 6-4; def. by Blaine Christo 
(Ashland-Greenwood) UTB 2-2; pinned by Jordan 
Shirley (Gering) 2:06, sixth
 B138—Cameron Schrad (Seward) def. Lo-
gan Jaixen (Columbus Lakeview) SV-1 6-4; def. 
by Adam Kruse (Omaha Skutt) 3-2; def. Jayden 
Coulter (Pierce) 8-0; pin Blake Kile (Hastings) 4:38; 
def. Nate Rocheleau (Gering) 6-5; def. by Bryar 
Nadrchal (Platteview) 2-1, fourth
 B145—Boone Duncan (Seward) def. by 
Trevor Kluck (Aurora) 18-3; pin Hayden Johnston 
(Columbus Lakeview) 1:50; def. by Ty Kaup (West 
Point-Beemer) 5-1
 B152—Breckin Schoepf (Seward) pinned by 
Jett Samuelson (Hastings) 4:45; pinned by Daniel 
Wellnitz (Chadron) 1:39
 B170—Nolan Hill (Seward) pin Brody 
Schmielau (Elkhorn) 1:34; pinned by Evan Canoy-
er (Waverly) 0:56; def. Seth Erickson (York) 8-6; def. 
by Cameron Aughenbaugh (Plattsmouth) 7-2

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Cameron Schrad of Seward earned fourth place in Class B at 138 pounds.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Nolan Hill, Seward

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Boone Duncan, Seward

Two Bluejays win state wrestling medals
STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Cash Duncan of Seward placed sixth in Class B at 113 pounds.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Breckin Schoepf, Seward

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

It was a good week of 
practice, but for some 
reason it didn’t translate 
to Feb. 19’s game for the 
Centennial boys’ basket-
ball team.

“We were lethargic 
for some reason,” Coach 
Cam Scholl said. “Wilber 
had a good game plan 
and executed it well.”

The Wolverines led by 
12 going into the fourth 
quarter, but the Broncos 
came to life in that peri-
od, outscoring WCHS 14-0 
and pulling out a 34-32 
win on a buzzer beater, 
just like they did in the 
holiday tournament.

Scholl said the WCHS 
defense did a good job 
keeping the Broncos out 
of the lane.

CHS came up big in 
the last quarter, though, 
he said.

“It’s hard to hold a 
team to no points in a 
quarter,” Scholl said. 
“We gave ourselves a 
chance, and that’s what 
we needed.”

Maj Nisly got a steal, 
Lane Zimmer put back 
an offensive rebound, 
and Cooper Gierhan 

made a three-pointer to 
tie the score at 32-32.

Once the game was 
tied at 32-32, Centennial 
speeded up the pace. 
Jake Bargen made a big 
play at the end and hit 
the shot for the win, the 
coach said.

“We dug in when we 
had to,” Scholl said. 
“That’s what we needed 
for the postseason.”

He was pleased to note 
the Broncos committed 
just one turnover in the 
game.

“That was a big key,” 
he said.

The Broncos (16-5) 
started postseason play 
Feb. 23 against Doniph-
an-Trumbull in the first 
round of subdistricts. 
The winner plays the 
winner of Grand Island 
Central Catholic/Heart-
land in the final Feb. 25.

“It’s one of the tough-
est subdistricts in the 
state,” Scholl said.

Centennial 34, Wilber-Clatonia 32
WCHS 8 10 14 0 32
CHS  7 2 11 14 34
 CHS—Michael Nisly 0-1 0-0 0, Maj Nisly 1-4 
1-2 4, Jake Bargen 5-11 1-1 13, Cooper Gierhan 
4-14 2-2 12, Lane Zimmer 2-2 1-2 5. Totals 12-32 
5-7 34.
 Three-point goals—CHS 5-13 (Mi. Nisly 
0-1, Ma. Nisly 1-2, Bargen 2-4, Gierhan 2-6). 
Rebounds—CHS 12 (Bargen, Zimmer 4). As-
sists—CHS 8 (three with 2). Steals—CHS 2 (Ma. 
Nisly, Gierhan 1). Blocked shots—CHS 1 (Bargen 
1). Turnovers—CHS 1. Fouls—CHS 9.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

The Milford girls’ 
basketball team strug-
gled against Lincoln 
Lutheran’s depth and 
aggression Feb. 16 and 
came up short against 
the Warriors 37-19 in the 
first round of subdistrict 
play.

Coach Phil Stauffer 
said the Eagles came out 
strong in the first quar-
ter. MHS played good 
defense and outscored 
Lincoln Lutheran 7-3.

Milford started get-
ting sloppy in the late 
second quarter, he said, 
and that led to easy War-
rior baskets.

“They were able to 
go on a little run before 
half and swing the mo-
mentum,” he said.

Lincoln Lutheran 
continued to extend its 
lead in the second half. 
Stauffer said Milford did 
not shoot well for most 
of the night, thanks, 
in part, to the LLHS 
defense.

“They just don’t give 
you many open shots 
and if you get them you 
have to make them and 
we didn’t,” he said. “I 
thought we played well 
enough to win on the 
defensive end just to 
many turnovers that led 
to easy baskets.”

The Warriors’ defense 
was the best the Eagles 
saw all season, the coach 
said.

“They really made it 
difficult to sustain any 
rhythm,” he said.

Milford ended the sea-
son 13-9 and will grad-
uate Hannah Kepler, 
Abby Houk, Makena 
Stutzman, Alayna Pien-
ing, Kaitlyn Klug and 
Mariah Richards.

Lincoln Lutheran 36, Milford 19

LLHS 3 17 10 6 37
MHS  7 4 3 5 19
 MHS—Makena Stutzman 0-3 0-0 0, Kaitlin 
Kontor 0-2 0-0 0, Hannah Kepler 2-17 5-6 10, 
Alayna Piening 0-1 0-0 0, Taylor Roth 0-1 0-0 0, 
Sydney Stelling 2-3 0-0 4, Abby Houk 2-7 0-2 5. 
Totals 6-34 5-8 19.
 Three-point goals—MHS 2-11 (Stutzman 
0-2, Kontor 0-2, Kepler 1-6, Houk 1-1). Re-
bounds—MHS 21 (Kepler 6). Assists—MHS 3 
(Kontor 2). Steals—MHS 9 (Stelling 5). Blocked 
shots—MHS 1 (Houk 1). Turnovers—MHS 28. 
Fouls—MHS 10.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Familiar foe. Similar 
scores.

The Seward girls’ 
basketball team ended 
the regular season and 
started the postseason 
against York.

In the subdistrict 
tournament Feb. 15, the 
Bluejays lost 50-37 after 
losing 51-34 on Feb. 12.

“We played well 
enough to win,” Coach 
Beth Bohuslavsky said. 
“They had more weap-
ons and were stronger.”

The Jays handled 
York’s pressure well and 
got some fast break op-
portunities but couldn’t 
finish at the rim.

Hannah Benedict 
led the team with 10 
points and did a good 
job driving to the lane, 
Bohuslavsky said. Tanya 
Miller scored eight to go 
with seven rebounds.

“We need more weap-
ons,” the coach said, 
adding that those were 
starting to come around. 
“I feel the last five or six 
games were our best ball 
all year. I saw good things. 
The future is good.”

She said anyone could 
step up next season, and 
nothing is guaranteed. 
She’s looking for oppor-
tunities for the team to 
play together over the 
summer.

The Jays will gradu-
ate Abbey Ringler and 
Anna Hughes.

“I know this was not 
the year they expected,” 
Bohuslavsky said. “I 
want to thank them for 
their hard work and 
dedication. They helped 
get this program headed 
in the right direction.”

York 50, Seward 37
SHS  8 10 9 10 37
YHS  19 17 8 6 50
 SHS—Tanya Miller 2-10 2-2 8, Tarryn Hart-
man 2-3 0-0 4, Hannah Benedict 4-16 1-2 13, 
Abbey Ringler 1-4 0-0 2, Madison Dominy 1-2 0-0 
3, Haylie Sloup 0-4 3-4 3, Keira Lliteras 0-3 0-2 2, 
Ona Stutzman 0-3 0-0 0, Ava King 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 
11-47 8-10 37.

GREG FORBES/SCI

Centennial sophomore Maj Nisly looks for space against 
Wilber-Clatonia’s Mitchell Thompson during the Broncos’ 
34-32 win Feb. 19 at Centennial High School.

CHS tops WCHS 
at buzzer again

PHOTO COURTESY BRANDON MOWINKEL

Hannah Kepler of Milford drives around the Lincoln Luther-
an defense during subdistricts Feb. 16.

Warriors too much for 
Eagles on hardwood

Seward drops postseason opener at York
 YHS—Totals 21-59 4-8 50.
 Three-point goals—SHS 7-23 (Miller 2-8, 
Benedict 4-11, Dominy 1-2, Sloup 0-2, Lliteras 0-2, 

Stutzman 0-2, King 0-1), YHS 4. Rebounds—SHS 
30 (Miller 7), YHS 44. Assists—SHS 9 (Benedict 3). 
Steals—SHS 3 (three with 1). Blocked shots—

SHS 3 (three with 1). Turnovers—SHS 14, YHS 11. 
Fouls—SHS 8, YHS 10.
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by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

Because of Covid 
restrictions, this year’s 
version of the NSAA 
State Wrestling Cham-
pionships looked con-
siderably different than 
previous years.

In an effort to keep 
crowds at a size small 
enough to allow for 
social distancing, the 
usual three-day, all-class 
format was changed to 
a pair of two-day, two-
class events. For wres-
tlers who make it past 
the heartbreak round, 
that meant cramming 
three days worth of 
matches into two. It was 
exhausting.

For the second consec-
utive year, Gavin Zou-
cha of Malcolm earned a 
fourth-place medal. The 
160-pound junior did it 
by going 4-2 in the Feb. 
19-20 event in Omaha.

“It’s one thing to 
wrestle five matches in 
a day at a regular season 
invite and know you’re 
going to have some 
quick, easy matches,” 
Malcolm head coach 
Matt Coufal said. “At 
state, everyone you 
wrestle is good. It’s 
grueling both physically 
and mentally.”

Zoucha – one of four 
No. 1 seeds in his 16-
man bracket – opened 
the tournament with a 
third-period pin over 
Dawson Schram of Teka-
mah-Herman before 
getting upset by Payton 
Reisbeck. The No. 3 seed 
from Ravenna is known 
for his headlocks. 

“Gavin went to shoot 
and didn’t protect him-
self from that headlock 
and he got us,” Coufal 
said. “It’s one of those 
things you know can 
happen. You try to avoid 
it, but sometimes you get 
caught.”

Zoucha bounced back 
in his third match of 
the day and eliminated 
Boone Central’s Ash-
ton Schafer with a 6-0 
decision.

“Gavin made a gold 
medal his goal for this 
year so I wasn’t sure 
where he’d be mentally 

after that loss,” Coufal 
said. “He was fine. He 
shook it off and came 
back out and took care of 
business.”

Zoucha opened day 
two in the heartbreak 
round and wasted no 
time getting a first peri-
od pin of Drake Janssen 
from Valentine. The win 
guaranteed him a spot 
on the medal stand. 

A third-period pin 
of Steven Menke from 
Bridgeport placed Zou-
cha in the third-place 
match.

“That match was 
tough for the Bridgeport 

kid,” Coufal said. “He 
had just been knocked 
out of the semifinals 
and had to turn around 
and wrestle again right 
away. 

“In a normal year, 
that match is the next 
day. That’s tough on 
your psyche. But, I cred-
it Gavin for taking care 
of his business in the 
match.”

Zoucha met a familiar 
foe in his final match as 
he was paired against 
Nolan Eller. The Aqui-
nas Catholic senior lost 
to Zoucha in the district 
final just a week after 

beating him at subdis-
tricts. It was the fourth 
time the two had faced 
each other this season, 
and for the third time 
it was Eller’s hand that 
was raised in victory 
after a third-period pin.

“Those are two evenly 
matched wrestlers,” 
Coufal said. “Gavin 
put some pressure in 
the wrong place, and 
Eller was able to get the 
reversal and get him on 
his back.

“Gavin is one of just 
a few multi-year state 
medalists for our pro-
gram. He’s got one more 
year to fulfill his goals. 
I have no doubt he’ll put 
in the work in the sum-
mer that’s needed to give 
him a chance to get on 
top of that medal stand 
next year.”

Zoucha finished 
the season with a 39-5 
record.

The Clippers’ other 
state qualifiers failed to 
win any matches. Caleb 
Courter’s season came 
to an end after two pins. 
The 182-pound junior 
battled illness late in the 
season and gutted out 
some tough matches to 
make it to state.

“I don’t think Caleb 
realizes how good he 
actually is,” Coufal said. 
“There are guys wear-
ing state medals that he 
beat earlier in the year. 
It’s up to him how good 

he can be next year.”
In his third trip to 

state, Kale Nordmey-
er opened by getting 
pinned by one of the 
state’s top heavyweights 
in Jake Ingwersen of Da-
vid City.  Thomas Psota 
of Ravenna eliminated 
the Malcolm junior in a 
5-0 decision.

“Kale has some work 
to do in the offseason,” 
Coufal said. “We may 
see if we can drop him 
down a weight class next 
year to where he can 

have more success.”
James Watts, wres-

tling at 113 pounds, was 
0-2 in his first trip to the 
state tournament.

 C113—James Watts (Malcolm) pinned by 
Jose Escandon (Gibbon) 0:18; pinned by Carson 
Wood (Boone Central) 0:36
 C160—Gavin Zoucha (Malcolm) pin Dawson 
Schram (Tekamah-Herman) 5:30; pinned by Pay-
ton Reisbeck (Ravenna) 2:56; def. Ashton Schafer 
(Boone Central) 6-0; pin Drake Janssen (Valentine) 
1:47; pin Steven Menke (Bridgeport) 4:07; pinned 
by Nolan Eller (Aquinas Catholic) 4:49, fourth
 C182—Caleb Courter (Malcolm) pinned by 
Dylan Vodicka (David City) 1:11; pinned by Trent 
Moudry (Bishop Neumann) 1:33
 C285—Kale Nordmeyer (Malcolm) pinned 
by Jake Ingwersen (David City) 5:13; def. by 
Thomas Psota (Ravenna) 5-0

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Gavin Zoucha of Malcolm finished fourth in Class C at 160 pounds.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Kale Nordmeyer, Malcolm

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Caleb Courter, Malcolm

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

James Watts, Malcolm

Zoucha wins second state medal for Malcolm

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

Then there were two. 
Heading into its Feb. 16 
subdistrict opener, the 
Malcolm girls’ basket-
ball was one of three un-
beaten girls basketball 
teams in Nebraska.

After a 37-33 loss to 
fourth-seeded Lincoln 
Christian, the top-
ranked Clippers fell out 
of that elite group.

In a game marked by 
intense defense, Mal-
colm struggled from the 
outset to get anything 
going. The Clippers 
missed on multiple 
close-range shots early 
in the game.

“Right away, we had 
a chance to build a lead 
and maybe take them 
out mentally,” Malcolm 
head coach Andy Klep-
per said. “We didn’t 
convert and we let them 
stick around and contin-
ue to build confidence.”

Nearly two-and-a-half 
minutes came off the 
clock before a point went 
on the board. The seal 
on the basket was finally 
broken when Alyssa 
Fortik made a layup at 
the 5:34 mark in the first 
quarter. Lincoln Chris-
tian led 7-5 at the end of 
the opening period.

“Their man defense 
gave us more trouble 
than we expected,” Klep-
per said. “We weren’t 
getting many open looks 
and we got impatient 
and tried to force things 
that weren’t there.”

The Crusaders used 

size to their advantage 
on defense as Faith 
McCullough took own-
ership of the lane. The 
6-3 junior denied the 
5-2 Fortik on multiple 
drives to the hoop while 
also keeping the Clip-
pers’ post players from 
getting off uncontested 
shots.

“Things that typical-
ly work against other 
teams weren’t working,” 
Klepper said. “Frustra-
tion set in and we didn’t 
handle that very well.”

The score was tied 
18-18 at the halftime 
break and remained that 
way until the 2:18 mark 
in the third quarter 
when a Diamond Sedlak 
three-pointer gave Mal-
colm a brief lead. Lin-
coln Christian freshman 
Annie Hueser answered 
with a three of her own 
to even things up. The 
game was knotted at 24-
24 heading to the final 
frame.

“Typically, we score a 
lot of points off our press 

and our press works best 
after a made basket,” 
Klepper said. “We didn’t 
make enough baskets 
to consistently get it 
going.”

While the Crusad-
ers played aggressive 
defense, they managed 
to stay out of foul trou-
ble. The Clippers’ first 
of just two trips to the 
free throw line came 
with 10 seconds to play 
in the third quarter. 
Emma Brown – the only 
Malcolm player to visit 
the charity stripe – went 
2-for-4. The Crusaders 
were 7-of-15 from the 
line.

The tide turned for 
the final time midway 
through the fourth 
quarter after the Clip-
pers lost a six-point 
lead after McCullough 
blocked a Fortik layup 
and Ashlynn Ailes made 
a three-pointer to tie the 
game. The sophomore 
hit three of the Crusad-
ers’ eight three-pointers. 
Hueser made four.

“They kind of live and 
die by the three,” Klep-
per said. “They made a 
good living against us.”

The Clippers will live 
to see another day. Mal-
colm (21-1) earned one of 
four wildcard spots and 
will be the No. 1 seed in 
the C1 district finals. No. 
16 Winnebago (14-10) will 
travel to Malcolm for a 7 
p.m. tip Friday night.

“We’ll be getting in 
some hard practices this 
week,” Klepper said. 
“We clearly have some 

PHOTO COURTESY BRANDON MOWINKEL

Alyssa Fortik of Malcolm looks to the rim during subdistrict 
action Feb. 16.

things to get straight-
ened out.

“We’re thankful for 
the chance to extend our 
season.”

C1-2 Subdistrict
Lincoln Christian 37, Malcolm 33

LCS  7 11 6    13     37
MAL  5 13 6    9    33

 MALCOLM—Joslyn Small 2-8 0-0 5, Jasmine 
Small 0-3 0-0 0, Ashlynn Sehi 2-8 0-0 4, Jordan 
Denton 1-3 0-0 3, Alyssa Fortik 5-13 0-0 12, Dia-
mond Sedlak 2-7 0-0 5, Emma Brown 1-4 2-4 4.  
 LCS–11-44 7-15 37.
 Three-point goals–MAL 5-14 (Jo. Small 
1-2, Ja. Small 0-2, Denton 1-1, Fortik 2-4, Sedlak 
1-5), LCS 8-23. Rebounds—MAL 41 (Brown 10, 
Sehi 8), LCS 29. Assists—MAL 9 (Fortik 4), LCS 9. 
Steals—MAL 4 (Jo Small, Sehi, Fortik, Sedlak), LCS 
12. Turnovers—MAL 17, LCS 11. Fouls—MAL 14, 
LCS 7.

by Heath Kramer
Seward County Independent

The story keeps 
repeating itself. All 
too often, the Malcolm 
boys’ basketball team 
puts up a good fight and 
plays hard to the end, 
but comes up short. The 
Clippers closed out their 
regular season Feb. 19 
with a 57-49 loss at Ash-
land-Greenwood.

The Bluejay defense 
caused fits for Malcolm 
early on and when the 
Clippers were able to get 
open looks, the basket 
seemed to have a lid. 

“It took a while to 
get anything to fall,” 
Malcolm head coach 
Chris Lewandowski 
said. “They play a pretty 
intense man defense and 
we got pretty impatient 
and forced up some bad 
shots.”

Some defensive ad-
justments in the second 
quarter kept the Clip-
pers in the game as they 
trailed by five points at 

the halftime break.
“Early on, they were 

having success driving 
to the bucket and draw-
ing fouls,” Lewandowski 
said. “We told our posts 
to stay home and play 
help defense and that 
made a difference.”

The second half 
opened with Malcolm’s 
Drew Johnson losing the 
handle on a backdoor 
pass from Hayden Frank 
that – had the open 
layup been successful 
– would have closed the 
deficit to three points. 
Ashland-Greenwood 
capitalized on the turn-
over and used the mo-
mentum swing to open a 
13-point lead heading to 
the fourth quarter.

“Momentum is a such 
a big deal for our team,” 
Lewandowski said. 
“When that swing hap-
pened, it took us a while 
to get right.”

The Clippers upped 
their intensity in the 

Clippers fight 
but fall in finale

(continued on 6B)

Clippers lose unbeaten mark, look to districts
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Concordia University
Honors

Track and field
Following a perfor-

mance that put her 
atop the national lead-
erboard, junior Rachel 
Battershell has been 
named both the NAIA 
National Women’s 
Indoor Track Athlete of 
the Week and the GPAC/
Hauff Mid-America 
Sports Women’s Track 
Athlete of the Week, as 
announced Feb. 17.

A native of Wheat-
land, Wyoming, Batter-
shell clocked a season 
best 400-meter time 
of 57.19 at last week’s 
Concordia Invite. When 
converted to the nation-
al list (56.44), Battershell 
rose to No. 1 in the NAIA 
in the 400 meters. Also 
at the Concordia Invite, 
Battershell placed third 
in the 60 meter hurdles 
with a time of 8.99. 
On the current NAIA 
national performance 
lists, the star Bulldog 
also ranks fifth in the 
600 meters (1:35.93), 
ninth in the 60 hurdles 
(8.95) and fourth as part 
of the 4x400 meter relay 
(3:54.37).

Women’s basketball
For her role in the 

victory over Hastings, 
guard Taylor Cockerill 
has been named the 
GPAC/Hauff Mid-Amer-
ica Sports Women’s 
Basketball Player of the 
Week, as announced by 
the league Feb. 16.

While celebrating 
senior day inside Frie-
drich Arena on Feb. 
10, Cockerill totaled 
15 points, four steals 
and three rebounds in 
a 79-64 win over Hast-
ings. The Waverly High 
School product went 
6-for-9 from the floor 
and 3-for-5 from 3-point 
range. She saw 23 min-
utes of action.

On the season, Cock-
erill is averaging 14.6 
points, 6.5 rebounds, 2.9 
assists and 1.3 steals per 
game while shooting 
40.5% from the floor 
and 35.4% from beyond 
the arc. In 99 career 
collegiate games, Cock-
erill has amassed 1,269 
points (19th most in 
program history), 453 
rebounds, 229 assists 
and 154 steals. She paced 
the 2018-19 national 
championship team in 
scoring and was named 
first team All-GPAC and 
an honorable mention 
All-America selection.

Track and field

Concordia has be-
come the dominant 
women’s program when 

it comes to GPAC track 
and field. The Bulldogs 
raised another banner 
after accumulating 217 
points in a conference 
title winning perfor-
mance at the 2021 GPAC 
Indoor Track & Field 
Championships hosted 
in Sioux Center, Iowa, by 
Dordt.

On the men’s side, 
Concordia placed third 
with 76 points (two in 
front of Northwestern).

Head Coach Matt Bei-
sel’s squads combined 
for four GPAC event ti-
tles and eight conference 
runner-up claims. GPAC 
titles were produced by 
Rachel Battershell (400 
meters), Morgan De Jong 
(weight throw), Kylahn 
Heritage (1,000 meters) 
and Cody Williams (hep-
tathlon).

“I don’t think any of 
us ever take a confer-
ence win for granted,” 
Beisel said. “It is really, 
really hard to win a 
conference title in any 
sport in the GPAC. I am 
just as pumped about 
this one as the first 
time we won. I want to 
keep that feeling going. 
I’m very proud of our 
women. They went into 
it and just started laying 
down the points. They 
just cleaned up – and our 
guys did great too.”

There was a spread 
of 80 points between 
the Bulldog women and 
second-place Hastings. 
In other words, there 
was not a whole lot of 
suspense in terms of 
the team title race. Not 
only did Battershell and 
Heritage post the afore-

mentioned individual ti-
tles, both standouts also 
clocked a second-place 
finish apiece on the 
track. Junior Cora Olson 
emerged as the team’s 
top individual scorer 
with of four top-five 
placements for a total of 
24 points.

Battershell blazed 
to a time of 56.67 while 
claiming her third 
career 400 meter GPAC 
title. Other winning 
marks were 56-3.25 by 
De Jong in the weight 
throw and 3:04.24 by 
Heritage in the 1,000 
meters. Each of those 
events were fruitful 
from a team perspective 
as Concordia placed 1-3 
in the 400, 1-3-7 in the 
weight throw and 1-3-6-8 
in the 1,000 meters.

On the men’s side of 
things, Williams got 
back to the top of the 
mountain in the heptath-
lon, an event he also won 
at the conference level 
in 2019. His final point 
total came in at 4,956 
for the heptathlon. The 
men got crucial points 
in the pole vault with 
Zach Zohner (15-11.25), 
Zach Bennetts (15-7.25) 
and Chase Berry (14-
9.5) placing 2-3-4. Chris 
Wren (weight throw) and 
Wyatt Loga (high jump) 
both placed third while 
Jacob Jennings took 
fourth in the 400 meters. 
It was enough to stave 
off the Red Raiders for 
third place.

“I’m never content 
with third, but there’s 
a night and day differ-
ence for me between 
third and fourth,” Beisel 

said. “I’m really proud 
of the guys. I told one of 
the guys who scored a 
point today that it might 
make the difference. You 
never take any points for 
granted.”

It was a bit of an upset 
for sophomore Josie 
Puelz not to win the pole 
vault title. She placed 
second with her vault of 
12-4. Amira Cummings 
(fifth) and Erin Mapson 
(seventh) also scored 
in the event. The long 
jump also produced a 
lofty 22 points thanks to 
the work of Olson, Katie 
Severt, Jamey Broman 
and Gabby Diamond 
(who placed 2-3-4-6).

Another 17 points 
came via the 600 meters 
with Keri Bauer (third) 
being the top place 
finisher in that event. 
The shot put contrib-
uted 15 points as Elle 
Luehr led the way with a 
second-place claim. Ad-
ditionally, the women’s 
1,000 meters accounted 
for 20 points.

Olson’s place finishes 
were second in the 55 
meters, second in the 
long jump, fifth in the 
200 meters and fifth in 
the triple jump. In an-
other year, that might be 
good enough for GPAC 
Athlete of the Meet ac-
colades, but that honor 
went to Lauren Tamayo 
of Hastings.

The top relays for 
Concordia included its 
women’s 4x4 (second), 
men’s 4x8 (second) and 
women’s 4x8 (third). The 
Bulldogs had dominat-
ed the women’s 4x4 in 
recent years. This time 
around, they placed sec-
ond with Sarah Lewis, 
Bauer, Kennedy Mogul 
and Battershell clocking 
in at 3:58.68. The men’s 
4x8 was made up of 
Camden Sesna, Calvin 
Rohde, Cameron Gray 
and Nick Price.

“Every piece of the 
puzzle functioned and 
worked to put up those 
points,” Beisel said. 
“No matter what the 
outcome, we give glory 
to God. He gave us this 
amazing opportunity to 
compete when so many 
others can’t. I’m very 
thankful for the oppor-
tunity. This gave us 
something to feel really 
good about. The joy you 
see on the kids’ faces is 
really cool.”

The women’s program 
has won four straight 
GPAC championships 
over a run that includes 
the 2019 indoor and out-
door, the 2020 indoor and 
the 2021 indoor cham-
pionship meets. The 
women’s cross country 
program also celebrated 

a 2019 GPAC title.
The 2021 NAIA Indoor 

Track & Field National 
Championships are up 
next for the qualifying 
field. Official qualifiers 
will be announced by 
the NAIA at a later date. 
The national indoor 
meet has been moved to 
Yankton, South Dakota, 
this season and will take 
place March 3-6

Wrestling

It’s been a storybook 
freshman season for 
Jacob Telles, who ended 
the long weekend in Fre-
mont with a GPAC title 
to his credit.

Telles pulled the 
upset in the finals of the 
heavyweight bracket 
while highlighting the 
efforts of 11 competitors 
who represented the 
Concordia University 
wrestling program at 
the GPAC Champion-
ships Feb. 19-20. Telles 
was one of five Bulldogs 
to earn place finishes.

Head Coach Levi Cal-
houn’s squad finished in 
sixth place at the GPAC 
tournament with 70 
team points. Concordia 
could have very realis-
tically placed in the top 
four of the conference 
if not for having to hold 
out its highest-rated 
wrestler, Mario Ybarra.

A 2020 GPAC titlist 
at 157, Gabe Crawford 
seemed to wrestle angry 
after he was beaten by 
decision in his first 
match of the tourna-
ment. His next three 
matches went – pin, 
technical fall and pin. 
Crawford then avenged 
his only loss of the 
weekend with a victory 
over Dakota Wesleyan’s 
Marcus Urban. Craw-
ford rallied on the back 
side and was credited 
with true second.

Additional Bulldog 
place finishes were 
turned in by Brandon 
Gonzalez (fifth at 149), Is-
siah Burks (sixth at 157) 
and Mason Garcia (fifth 
at 197). A junior captain, 
Burks advanced to the 
semifinals of his bracket 
before hitting a wall. He 
lost his next two match-
es and settled for sixth 
as part of an overall stel-
lar season. Meanwhile, 
Garcia notched all three 
of his victories at the 
tournament by pin. He 
ended his weekend with 
a fall over Midland’s 
Kolton Kammeyer in the 
fifth-place match.

The field of national 
qualifiers will gear up 
for the 2021 NAIA Wres-
tling National Cham-
pionships to be held at 
Hartman Arena in Park 

City, Kansas, March 5-6. 

Men’s basketball

It’s a week about 
taking care of business 
at home against two foes 
situated at the bottom 
of the GPAC standings. 
In a return to action on 
Wednesday (Feb. 17), the 
Concordia University 
men’s basketball team 
routinely poked holes in 
the Hastings 1-3-1 zone 
on the way to a 106-73 
victory inside Friedrich 
Arena. The Bulldogs 
were the opposite of 
February weather in 
Nebraska while netting 
19 treys in the rout.

The Bulldogs took 
full advantage of one of 
the league’s most porous 
defensive teams. They 
essentially did what 
they wanted offensive-
ly, rotating the ball for 
open looks both inside 
and outside. Carter Kent 
drilled five triples in the 
first half alone on his 
way to 19 points. Five 
of his teammates also 
knocked down at mul-
tiple 3-point shots on a 
night when hot shooting 
was contagious.

Limback now owns 
250 career victories as a 
collegiate head coach.

The Bulldogs would 
love to duplicate last 
season’s GPAC tour-
nament championship 
run. As the No. 5 seed, 
Concordia will play at 
fourth-seeded Dakota 
Wesleyan (18-7, 14-6 
GPAC) in the GPAC 
quarterfinals. During 
the regular season, the 
two sides split with the 
home team coming out 
on top in both cases.

Women’s basketball

For the most part, 
Feb. 20’s regular season 
finale went as scripted 
for the 22nd-ranked 
Concordia University 
women’s basketball 
team. The Bulldogs over-
whelmed visiting Doane 
with their athleticism, 
forced 32 turnovers and 
rolled to a 98-57 win 
inside Friedrich Arena. 
A 33-point first quarter 
outburst by Concordia 
set the tone for another 
rough series meeting for 
the Tigers.

Head Coach Drew 
Olson’s has concluded 
the regular season at 
18-7 overall and at 17-5 
within the GPAC. The 
Bulldogs finished alone 
in second place in the 
conference standings. 
They have won each 
of the past 10 meetings 
over Doane.

HOPE MOURAL/SCI

Mackenzie Koepke of Concordia guards the ball from a 
Doane University player Feb. 20 at Friedrich Arena. 

HOPE MOURAL/SCI

Concordia University senior Grant Wragge moves the ball 
towards the net Feb. 20 during a game against Doane 
University. 

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

Milford’s boys’ bas-
ketball team finished its 
regular season undefeat-
ed, beating Syracuse 66-
50 in the season finals 
Feb. 19.

The Eagles led 34-18 at 
halftime and outscored 
the Rockets 18-4 in the 
third quarter.

Everyone got to play 
in the fourth quarter, 
and Syracuse started 
hitting from three, MHS 
Coach Tony Muller said.

The Eagles played 
both zone and man-to-
man defenses in the first 
half and only man in the 
second half, Muller said.

“That really shut 
them down,” he said.

One of the keys for 
Milford was controlling 
the Syracuse guards, 
who shoot well from be-
yond the arc and aren’t 
afraid to drive into the 
lane, Muller said.

“We were able to do 
that for three quarters,” 
he said. “We were not as 

sharp as we normally 

are. It was just one of 
those games.”

Seth Stutzman led the 

Eagles with 21 points, 
seven rebounds and six 
assists. Jaxon Weyand 
added 15 points, and 
Cabe Schluckebier re-
corded nine points and 
five rebounds.

“He did a nice job 
finishing with contact,” 
Muller said. “I hope he 
keeps that confidence 
and attacks the rim.”

Milford (23-0) was to 
start subdistrict play 
Feb. 23 against the 
winner of Malcolm/Ray-
mond Central.

“We have to be ready 
for everybody,” Muller 
said.

Milford 66, Syracuse 50
MHS  17 17 18 14 66
SHS  10 8 4 28 50
 SHS—Totals 19-55 2-5 50.
 MHS—Isaac Yeackley 2-8 0-0 5, Micah 
Hartwig 2-6 3-3 7, Camden Springer 1-2 0-0 3, 
Cason Tucker 0-3 0-0 0, Maddox Baack 2-4 0-0 4, 
Jaxon Weyand 6-7 1-2 15, Kaleb Miller 0-2 2-4 2, 
Seth Stutzman 8-14 5-7 21, Cabe Schluckebier 
4-7 1-2 9. Totals 25-53 12-18 66.
 Three-point goals—SHS 10-33, MHS 
4-12 (Yeackley 1-3, Hartwig 0-2, Springer 1-2, 
Tucker 0-1, Baack 0-1, Weyand 2-2, Stutzman 
0-1). Rebounds—SHS 31, MHS 32 (Stutzman 7). 
Assists—MHS 19 (Stutzman 6). Steals—MHS 10 
(four with 2). Blocked shots—MHS 2 (Hartwig, 
Schluckebier 1). Turnovers—SHS 18, MHS 12. 
Fouls—SHS 14, MHS 11.

CRAIG JONES/SCI

Seth Stutzman of Milford stretches for a dunk against 
Syracuse Feb. 19.

Milford grounds Rockets
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ESTATES
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF

SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF WILLIAM F.  SHONKA, 
Deceased.
Case No. PR21-05

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 1, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate 
of the Will of said decedent and 
that AGNES A. SHONKA, whose 
address is 2117 406th Rd., 
Gresham, NE 68367, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of this 
estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this court on or 
before April 10, 2021, or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF

THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
P.C., L.L.O.
10 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — February 10, 17, 24, 2021

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF
SEWARD COUNTY,

NEBRASKA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF FRANKLIN REYNOLDS, 
Deceased.
Case No. PR21-09

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 12, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said decedent and that 
GREGORY W. ZABKA, whose 
address is 1768 Karol Kay Blvd., 
Seward, NE 68434, and JENI 
MORGAN, whose address is 
633 N. 8th Street, Seward, NE 
68434, were informally appointed 
by the Registrar as Co-Personal 
Representatives of this estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this court on or 
before April 24 ,2021, Or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF

THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
P.C., L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF

SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

Estate of Eldon L. Gruntorad, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR21-11
Notice is hereby given that on 
February 18, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said Decedent and that 
Ann J. Gruntorad, whose address 
is 3026 Bluff Road, Seward, 
Nebraska 68434, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before April 24, 2021, or be forever 
barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Seward County Court
261 S. 8th Street

P.O. Box 37
Seward, Nebraska 68434

Timothy L. Moll (#20451)
Rembolt Ludtke LLP
1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 475-5100
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021
ZNEZ
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STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Jarrett Dodson, Centennial

“He had beaten Ingw-
ersen from David City 
(ranked No. 1 most of the 
season), and that was 
huge for their team,” 
Payne said. “He had 
nothing to use.”

The game plan for 
Fehlhafer was to contin-
ue wrestling his style. 
Bailey, however, took Fe-
hlhafer to his back early 
in the first period.

“Time stood still,” 
Payne said. “He fought 
like heck to get off his 
back.”

A reversal and near-
fall later, Fehlhafer 
trailed 5-4. Bailey de-
ferred the choice to start 
the second period, and 
Fehlhafer chose bottom. 
He got the escape, a 
takedown and nearfall 
points.

“It was like watching 
a pinball machine,” 
Payne said.

The win put Fehl-
hafer in his first state 
final.

Payne said when 
the Broncos arrived at 
the CHI Health Center 
before the tournament, 
they saw a Norfolk Cath-
olic mat on the floor.

“We said how fun 
would it be if that mat 
is the finals one,” Payne 
said.

It was.
Trailing 3-2 and in the 

down position, Fehlha-
fer scored a reversal and 
put Wilcox on his back 
for a pin and his first 
state championship.

Fehlhafer wasn’t 

Centennial’s only medal 
winner. Senior Ryan 
Payne left Omaha with 
a bronze medal, going 
5-1, avenging losses from 
earlier in the season on 
the way.

“It went about as good 
as it could’ve gone,” 
Payne said.

He said he was confi-
dent entering the tour-
nament on a four-match 
winning streak. He 
hoped to get one more 
chance to wrestle Eli 
Vondra of Milford, ideal-
ly in the championship 
match.

Payne’s only loss 
came to Cameron 
Williams of Conestoga 

in overtime 9-7 in the 
quarterfinals.

“The game plan was 
to use our condition-
ing to get takedowns. I 
thought we wore him 
out,” Coach Payne said.

With about 30 seconds 
left, a stalling call tied 
the score at 7-7. In the 
overtime, Williams got 
one more good attempt 
and scored the takedown 
for the win.

Ryan Payne had to re-
group quickly to wrestle 
Grant Wells of Lincoln 
Lutheran in the consola-
tion quarterfinals. This 
time, Payne got the late 
takedown to win 3-1.

In the consolation 

semifinals Saturday 
morning, also known as 
the heartbreak round, 
Ryan Payne faced a fa-
miliar opponent – Noah 
Scott of Aquinas. The 
two had wrestled each 
other since junior high 
and faced off three times 
this season, including at 
subdistricts and in the 
district semifinals.

“It was a barnburner,” 
Coach Payne said.

“It was win or go 
home,” Ryan Payne said.

Although there wasn’t 
much scoring (the final 
was 2-1 in a tiebreak), it 
was a battle.

“It was well played,” 
Coach Payne said. “We 
had the guy with the 
knowledge and expe-
rience to manage the 
match. It was a tough 
one for Scott.”

The win put Ryan 
Payne in the consola-
tion semifinals against 
another familiar foe – 
Eli Vondra of Milford. 
The two had wrestled 
five times this season, 
and Vondra had won all 
five. Payne pulled out a 
3-2 win to move into the 
third-place match.

“Hats off to Vondra. 
He is very good,” Coach 
Payne said.

Ryan Payne held 
a lead late, and in a 
scramble near the end of 
the match, he held on for 
dear life, “like a leach,” 
Coach Payne said, so 
Vondra couldn’t get the 
escape.

“I knew I could do it. I 
just had to give myself a 

shot,” Ryan Payne said. 
“When he about took me 
down, that was a long 
10 seconds. I held on – it 
was crazy.”

After the match, Ryan 
said he told Vondra to 
keep his head up and 
that it had been a good 
battle.

“Then the revenge 
tour was on,” Coach 
Payne said.

The third-place match 
was another grudge 
match. Ryan Payne lined 
up across from Wil-
liams, who’d beaten him 
the day before. Payne 
won the match 4-1 for 
third place.

“I was excited for it,” 
Ryan said. “I wanted to 
finish on a win.”

Ryan was able to ride 
Williams through part 
of the first period, most 
of the second period and 
the third period.

“We knew he had it 
in him,” Coach Payne 
said of the senior. “He 
did what was best for the 
team.”

Ryan Payne finished 
his high school career as 
a four-time state qualifi-
er and three-time medal-
ist. He won 156 matches 
over four years.

After the win over 
Williams, Ryan Payne 
took a moment to soak 
it all in, looking around 
the arena.

He reflected on some 
highlights in his career 
– as a sophomore beat-
ing three wrestlers he’d 
lost to multiple times, 
winning the district 

quarterfinals his fresh-
man year.

“I’ve been prov-
ing people wrong all 
through,” he said.

Through his career, 
Ryan said, he’s learned to 
not take losses as losses.

“Take them as a 
learning experience,” 
he said. “I have a lot of 
wins, but there’s a lot 
of losses. I took a lot of 
lumps.”

Freshman Jarrett 
Dodson was Centen-
nial’s third qualifier 
and wrestled two tough 
matches.

“We’re excited about 
the future for him,” 
Coach Payne said. “He 
handled himself well all 
year.”

The Broncos finished 
12th in the team stand-
ings with just three 
wrestlers.

“We’ve had a lot 
more thirds than fourth 
through sixths,” the 
coach said. “That’s a 
tribute to the kids. They 
battle back.”

Centennial now has 
99 state placers with 
Fehlhafer and Payne 
adding their names to 
the list this year.

“Who will be 100?” 
Coach Payne said.
 C132—Ryan Payne (Centennial) def. Jaxon 
Schafer (Boone Central) 10-5; def. by Cameron 
Williams (Conestoga) SV-1 9-7; def. Grant Wells 
(Lincoln Lutheran) 3-1; def. Noah Scott (Aquinas 
Catholic) TB-1 2-1; def. Eli Vondra (Milford) 3-2; 
def. Williams (Conestoga) 4-1, third
 C138—Jarrett Dodson (Centennial) pinned 
by Ashton Lurz (Valentine) 1:34; def. by Ethan 
Underwood (David City) 2-1
 C285—Carson Fehlhafer (Centennial) pin 
Paxton Bartels (Crofton-Bloomfield) 2:25; pin 
Zachary Burr (Syracuse) 4:39; pin Gunner Bailey 
(Central City) 5:31; pin Isaac Wilcox (Norfolk 
Catholic) 4:18, first

pins, one of just four champi-
ons to pin their way to a title, 
Coach Phil Payne said.

Fehlhafer had to fight off 
his back in the semifinals 
when Gunner Bailey took him 
down early.

“I tried to bridge as hard as 
I could and roll through,” he 
said.

He won that match by pin.
As the finalists approached 

the mats to the strains of “We 
Are the Champions” in the 
Parade of Champions, Fehl-
hafer said it was a pretty good 
atmosphere.

“I could see everyone clap-
ping toward us,” he said.

Fehlhafer’s finals opponent 
was familiar – Isaac Wilcox of 
Norfolk Catholic. The two had 
wrestled at subdistricts and 
districts. Now they met for all 
the marbles.

“I knew what to expect,” 
Fehlhafer said. “I knew he 
would try to hit a slideby. I 
had to stay square and be 

smart.”
Fehlhafer trailed 3-2 going 

into the third period. He 
scored a reversal and took 
Wilcox to his back, recording 
the pin in 4:18.

He got a congratulatory 
hug from Payne.

“Before the match, Payne 
said not to jump into his arms 
because he would probably 
fall down,” Fehlhafer said.

The coach told him con-
gratulations and that he 
deserved the title.

Wrestling the last match 
of the tournament was no big 
deal, Fehlhafer said.

“It was a normal tourna-
ment that way,” he said.

Standing on the medal 
stand, Fehlhafer said, he felt a 
lot of relief.

“The work I put in is final-
ly showing,” he said.

He doesn’t really have a 
pre-match routine. He usu-
ally paces back and forth, 
stretches and gets in the right 
attitude. He’s got a playlist of 
about 100 songs he listens to 

while he plays out the match 
in his head.

“I think about putting 
on the ankle band, shaking 
hands, everything up to the 
whistle,” he said.

He described his style 
as “a unique heavyweight” 
because he likes to use moves 
more common in the lighter 
weights.

“I use my speed and athleti-
cism,” he said.

Fehlhafer’s goal coming 
into the season and tourna-
ment was to place as high 
as he could. He looked at the 
bracket to see who would in 
his quarter and was disap-
pointed not to wrestle Jake 
Ingwersen of David City, a 
returning state finalist.

He said winning the South-
ern Nebraska Conference was 
another season highlight.

“It was very stacked. There 
were a lot of ranked and quali-
ty wrestlers,” he said.

Fehlhafer had a challeng-
ing season off the mat. On 
Dec. 30, as he was getting 

ready to leave for a 9 a.m. 
practice, his mom Christal 
suffered a seizure.

“Luckily I knew what to do 
to get it controlled,” he said.

Christal was in the hospital 
and in a medically induced 
coma until the day of the 
Syracuse tournament, Payne 
said.

“You don’t know what you 
have until you don’t,” Fehlha-
fer said.

Her first meet back on the 
sidelines was the Southern 
Nebraska Conference meet 
that Fehlhafer won.

“It was really good, know-
ing she was able to watch,” he 
said.

At state, the Fehlhafer 
cheering section was full.

“There were a lot of people 
I didn’t think would think 
about coming,” he said. “Half 
of them I didn’t know I was 
related to.”

This season, Fehlhafer 
drilled in practice against 
Nick Keith. The weeks of dis-
tricts and state, Samuel Payne 

came in to work out with him.
“We have a better connec-

tion,” Fehlhafer said.
Fehlhafer said his football 

experience helped him with 
stances and maintaining good 
positions.

“The stances are similar, 
and tackling is like a blast 
double,” he said.

Some of his wrestling op-
ponents faced him across the 
line in football, he said.

Although he’s a junior, 
Fehlhafer is in just his second 
year of high school wrestling. 
He didn’t go out his freshman 
season after wrestling since 
he was 3 years old.

“I lost interest,” he said.
As a sophomore, he real-

ized he liked the sport better 
than he’d thought.

“I’d put too much time and 
effort into it,” he said.

Next year, Fehlhafer plans 
to come back even stronger. 
He hopes to go to some camps 
over the summer.

nal eight minutes and re-
duced the Bluejays’ lead 
to as few as four points. 
In the end, Malcolm had 
to foul to stop the clock 
and Ashland-Greenwood 
converted on enough 
free throws to hold off 
the run and secure the 
win.

“Our guys busted 
their tails in the fourth 
quarter,” Lewandowski 
said. “They crashed the 
boards, they got second 
chance points and we 
made it a game.

“We need to play 
with that kind of fire 
the whole game, not just 
when we’re down. But, I 
do give our guys credit 
for never quitting. They 
fight until that buzzer 
sounds.”

Malcolm Saltzman led 
the team with 12 points 
while Frank added ten 
points and grabbed five 
rebounds. The Clippers’ 
defense forced 20 turn-
overs but also commit-
ted 20 fouls which gave 
the Bluejays 28 tries 
at the free throw line. 
In contrast, Malcolm 
attempted only 12 free 

throws.
“We settle for too 

many outside shots and 
force it up when maybe 
one more pass would 
give us a better look,” 
Lewandowski said. 
“Consequently, we don’t 
get to the line enough be-
cause too often we don’t 
attack the hoop.

“Ashland-Greenwood 
did a better job of tak-
ing it at us and making 
us defend the ball and 
it was part of the dif-
ference in the game. 
They made 13 more free 
throws than we did.”

Malcolm (6-14) was 
scheduled to begin post-
season play on Monday 
as the No. 4 seed in a 
five-team subdistrict at 
Milford. A win over No. 
5 Raymond Central (5-14) 
would set up a Tuesday 
night rematch against 
top-seeded Milford (23-
0). On Jan. 8, the sixth-
ranked Eagles escaped 
with a 55-54 win over the 
Clippers.

“We lost to both 
teams this year and 
we’re looking for some 
revenge,” Lewandowski 
said. “We’ve proven we 

can hang with the best 
teams in the area. We 
need to play a full game 
and see what happens.”

Lincoln Christian (10-
9) and Lincoln Lutheran 
(11-11) are on the other 
side of the bracket. The 
subdistrict wraps up on 
Thursday. 

Ashland-Greenwood 57, Malcolm 49
MAL  8 12 9 20 49
A-G  13 12 17 15 57
 MALCOLM—Hayden Frank 10, Malcolm 
Saltzman 12, Brayden Boehle 7, Maclain Beach 
6, Jacob Schweitzer 7, Drew Johnson 7.
 Rebounds—Frank 5, Boehle 4, Beach 5, 
Schweitzer 6, Johnson 2, Connor Zegar, Ethan 
Robotham. Assists—Frank, Saltzman, Boehle, 
Beach 3, Schweitzer. Steals—Frank, Saltzman 
2, Beach, Johnson 2, Robotham. Blocks—Sch-
weitzer 3, Johnson.

Fehlhafer
(continued from 1B)

(continued from 1B)

Centennial wrestle

(continued from 4B)

Malcolm boys

Did you miss the shot?
See if we got it.

www.sewardindependent.com 
and click on photos



ESTATES
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF

SEWARD COUNTY,
NEBRASKA

IN  THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF KAREN S. HENRY, 
Deceased.
Case No. PR21-06

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE AND

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that on 
February 5, 2021, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said decedent and that 
CARRIE M. MCINTOSH, whose 
address is 6081 N. 146th Street, 
Omaha, NE 68116, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of this 
estate.
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this court on 
or before April 10, ,2021, or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
CLERK OF

THE COUNTY COURT
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
#17373
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
P.C., L.L.O.
510 Seward Street
P.O. Box 411
Seward, Nebraska 68434
(402) 643-4581
Attorney for
Personal Representative
SCI — February 10, 17, 24, 2021
ZNEZ

TRADE NAMES
APPLICATION FOR

REGISTRATION
OF TRADE NAME

Trade Name: Mosquito Shield 
Lincoln
Name o f  App l i can t :  BSHB 
Holdings, LLC
Address: 2225 182nd, Bee, NE 
68314
Applicant is: Limited Liability 
Company
If other than an Individual, state 
under whose laws entity was 
formed: Nebraska
Date of first use of name in 
Nebraska: 2/16/21
General nature of business: Treat 
areas for mosquitos and ticks.

/s/Brian Byerly
Signature of Applicant

SCI — February 24, 2021
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATIONS
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

1. The name of the limited liability 
company is Hackbart Brothers 
Logistics, LLC.
2. The address of the designated 
office of the company is 993-280th 
Rd, Seward, NE 68434.
3. The initial agent for service of 
process is Corey Hackbart, 993-
280th Rd, PO Box 434, Seward, 
NE 68434.
4. The purpose for which the 
company is organized is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity for 
which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.
5. The company commenced its 
existence on February 17, 2021, 
and the period of duration is 
perpetual.
6. The affairs of the company shall 
be conducted by its members.

Ryan K. McIntosh, Attorney
Brandt, Horan, Hallstrom & 

Stilmock Law Firm
1310 1st Avenue

PO Box 399
Nebraska City, NE 68410

(402) 873-7888
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
1. The name of the company is 
Seward Jazzercise, LLC.
2. The street address of the 
designated office of the company 
is 648 Seward Street, Seward, 
Nebraska 68434.
3. The registered agent and 
address for service upon the 
Company is Roxanne Wohlford, 
Seward Jazzercise, LLC, 1548 
336th, Seward, Nebraska 68434.
4. This Limited Liability Company is 
organized solely for the purpose of 
providing exercise fitness classes.
5. This Limited Liability Company 
commenced business on February 
2, 2021, and shall have perpetual 
existence.

Roxanne Wohlford
SCI — February 17, 24, March 
03, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

BSHB Holdings, LLC
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that BSHB Holdings, LLC has 
been organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska with 
a designated office located at 
2225 182nd, Bee, NE 68314. 
The Registered Office of the 
company is 2225 182nd, Bee, NE 
68314, and the Registered Agent 
at such address is Brian Byerly. 
The affairs of the Company are to 
be managed by its member.
Brian Byerly, Manager
SCI — February 24, March 03, 
10, 2021

BAIRD HOLM LLP
1700 Farnam Street

Suite 1500
Omaha, Nebraska

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

JOE PENNY, LLC
Notice is hereby given that Joe 
Penny, LLC has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska on February 8, 2021. 
The street and mailing address 
of the initial designated office is 
851 238th Rd., Milford, Nebraska 
68405-8711. The street and 
mailing address of the initial agent 
for service of process is 851 238th 
Rd., Milford, Nebraska 68405-
8711. The name of the initial agent 
for service of process is Molly A. 
Dickinson. The general nature of 
its business is any and all business 
which is lawful under the Uniform 
Limited Liability Company Act of 
the State of Nebraska.

Sharon R. Kresha, Organizer
Joe Penny, LLC

SCI — February 17, 24, March 
03, 2021

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The Company name is:

Burd Construction and
Consulting, LLC.

210 Walnut St, P.O. Box 173
Pleasant Dale, NE 68423

The general scope of business 
and work will include general light 
construction and renovation.

Andy Burd
402-450-4452

SCI — February 17, 24, March 
03, 2021
ZNEZ

MINUTES
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

of Staplehurst
January 26, 2021

The following is a condensed 
form of minutes. A complete copy 
is on file at the Village Hall. The 
Staplehurst Village Board held their 
monthly meeting at 7:00 P.M. at the 
village hall. Chairman Thompson 
called the meeting to order and 
announced the open meeting act 
and location in the village hall. 
Roll call was taken with members 
present: Thompson, Benedict, 
Blath, Alloway. The following 
actions were taken: Approved 
minutes of the December meeting. 
Approved claims. Approved claims 
of 7561.13 submitted for the fire 
department. Reported 24 total 
calls for the year. Discussion 
held on Village funding addition 
to exiting building. Find out from 
Attorney what the next steps would 
be as far as voting on funding from 
Village. Ordinance 21-01 and the 
waiver of the 3 readings (Issuance 
of Highway Allocation fund Pledge 
Bonds in the amount of 190,000.00 
for the purpose of paying costs 
incurred with the construction 
of street improvements) was 
introduced and adopted. Moved 
and seconded change order 
in the amount of 14,596.00 for 
the 3rd street project. Moved 
and seconded pay contractor 
for the 3rd street project in the 
amount of 144,101.00. Moved and 
seconded to allow chairperson 
to sign forms for the 3rd street 
project. Moved and seconded 
to appoint Miller and Associates 
as Village Engineer. Moved and 
seconded to go to Executive 
Hearing for discussion on Village 
personnel. Our Redeemer was 
present to give update on school 
building process. The following 
claims were approved: Greg 
Damman 250.00; Reinmil ler 
6.08 Farmers Co-Op 120.24; 
Midwest Laboratories 134.41; 
Seward County Independent 
15.95;  Waste  Connect ions 
62.00; NNTC 59.95; John Deere 
Financial 6.99; Staplehurst Fire 
Department 819.00; JR’s Bobcat 
Service 370.98; Staples 166.44; 
JEO 3384.50; Black Hills Energy 
379.90; Nebraska PHE Lab 
15.00; Department of Labor 9.86; 
Department of Revenue 4565.21; 
EFTPS 1082.08; Salaries 3568.40. 
Next scheduled meeting February 
23 @ 7:00 P.M. at the Staplehurst 
Village Hall.
Sharon Reinmiller
Staplehurst Village Clerk
SCI — February 24, 2021

VILLAGE OF GOEHNER
February 2, 2021

The following is a condensed form 
of the minutes. A complete copy is 
on file and available for inspection 
upon request at the Vil lage 
office. The Board of Trustees 
met in regular session at 7:30 
pm at the Goehner Community 
Center. The following actions 
were taken with motions properly 
carried. Approved: CONSENT 
AGENDA: Minutes of 1/5/2021, 
Treasurer’s Report; Bills payable 
to date. County Zoning called 
about Eberspachers requesting 
an address for the operation. 
Board says there is no reason 
not to allow this. Clerk to call 
attorney to see if there are pending 
litigation updates. Jason Newquist 
submitted building permit to add 
on to garage. 30-40 hours of 
patrol in the village last month. A 
few surrounding areas had some 
recent break ins, encouraged to 
keep an eye out. Clerk to bill the 
cost of window repair to property 
owner. Last meeting was held on 
1/7/21. Committee decide it is not 
going to reimburse more than 25% 
of bills submitted from the towns 
and villages. Ostrander serves as 
the new secretary for committee. 
Had wells checked. Camera got 

caught, had to dig up and replace 
a section of sewer pipe. Clerk 
reported that we are currently in 
our annual audit process, Agena 
read and signed her Oath of Office.
Whitney Fleischman
Clerk-Treasurer
Bills:
United States Treasury, tax, 22.40; 
Ne Dept of Rev, tax, 678.20; NE 
Dep of Env, Fees, 100; SC Sheriff, 
fee, 96; Page My Cell, fees, 550; 
NE Health Labs, water, 259; 
Midwest Serv, sup, 378.62; JNB, 
sup, 17; JRs Bobcat Service, rep, 
875; Windstream, util, 189.11; 
Recycling Ent, recycling, 200; 
NPPD, util, 1,194.14; Johnson 
Serv, 2,925.80; SCI, ads, 19.94; 
Bevr Hardware, sup, 60.23, G 
Knisley, miles/reimb, 74.52; W 
Fleischman, miles/reimb, 19.94; 
G Knisley, wages, 1,093.51; J 
Nitz, wages, 27.70; W Fleischman, 
wages, 487.72
SCI — February 24, 2021

SEWARD CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Following is a condensed form 
of minutes. A complete copy is 
on file at City Hall, 537 Main St., 
or may be viewed at http://www.
CityofSewardNE.gov. The Seward 
City Council met in regular session 
in the Seward Civic Center, 616 
Bradford St, Seward, on February 
2, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., with Mayor 
Joshua Eickmeier presiding. 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t : 
Jonathon Wilken, Ellen Beck, Sid 
Kamprath, Jessica Kolterman, 
Karl Miller, John Singleton, Chris 
Schmit. Absent: Alyssa Hendrix 
None. Following items were 
approved: Minutes January 19, 
2021; Claims; Infrastructure Cost 
Items Reimb to City; Reappnt 
Diane Hill & Sally Manzer and 
appt Julie Cox to Seward Aging 
Serv Comm: Assist Seward Pub 
Schools with playground equip 
removal; Accept Seward mem 
Library 2019/2020 annual reprt; 
City Admin report; Adjourn.
AKRS Equipment, Re, Su, 202.49; 
Amazon.Com Credit Service, Su, 
Bu, 627.59; Arcadia Publishing, 
Su, 37.99; Baker & Taylor, Su, 
2,035.07; Bizco Technologies, 
Se, Eq, 7,819.01; Black Hills 
Energy, Ut, 1,561.13; Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Ne, Ins, 49,002.93; 
Boggs Megan, Se, Eq, 46.12; 
Border States Industries, Un, Re, 
Inv, 9,748.19; C & C Body Shop, 
Re, 236.00; Campbell Cleaning, 
Se, Eq, 1,000.00; Central States 
Hydraulic, Re, 195.70; City Seward 
Electric Fund, Ut, 33,609.64; City 
Seward Library Petty, Su, 137.31; 
City Seward Merchant Serv, Se, 
1,396.04; City Seward Payroll 
Account, Payroll, 146,427.14; 
Commonwealth Electr ic Co, 
Ma, 5,265.40; CQ Of Lincoln 
Havelock, Re, 301.70; Creative 
Prod Sourcing, Su, 180.28; Data 
Source Technology &, Re, 115.00; 
Ditch Witch Undercon, Re, 645.00; 
Don’s Pioneer Uniform, Un, 73.75; 
Dutton-Lainson Co, Su, Inv, 
13,311.34; Eakes Office Solutions, 
Su, 170.71; Eitzmann Barry, Misc, 
47.92; Electronic Contracting 
Co, Se, 483.00; Engineered 
Controls, Ci, 11,500.00; Farmers 
Coop Seward, Su, Re, 4,446.87; 
Fastenal Company, Tools, 39.39; 
Galls LLC, Un, 513.44; General 
Fire & Safety Eq, Eq, 753.25; Halls 
Safety Equip Corp, Su, 285.62; 
Helmink Printing/Grph Inc, Su, 
73.00; Hudson David, Misc, 50.00; 
Husker Electric Supply Co, Tools, 
453.40; Hydraulic Equipment 
Service, Re, 51.86; IOT Integrators 
LLC, Se, 2,445.75; Jackson 
Services Inc, Su, 53.50; Kosmicki 
Koch Associates, Incentive, 80.00; 
Last Mile Network Consult, Se, 
90.00; Lee’s Refrigeration, Ma, 
Bu, 221.76; Lou & Mary Ann’s 
Bar, Meals, 180.30; Mailand’s 
Clothing, Un, 245.00; Marlin’s 
Plumbing Heating, Bu, 124.50; 
Marr Jordan, Incentive-Chrg Stn, 
877.93; Metering & Technology 
Sol, Re, 2,913.63; Mid-American 
Benefits Inc, Ins, 472.84; Midwest 
Auto Parts, Re, 45.76; Midwest 
Laboratories Inc, Se, 937.90; 
Midwest Turf & Irrigation, Re, Su, 
2,494.94; Miller Seed Co, Gu, 
34.00; Motorola Solutions Inc, 
Eq, Se, 3,893.08; Nebraska Pub 
Pow-DesMoine, Ut, Incentive, 
462,777.55; Nebraska Treasurer, 
Fees, 52.46; Niemann’s Port-A-Pot 
LLC, Se, Gu, 75.00; Norris Public 
Power Dist, Ut, Eq, 1,138.17; One 
Call Concepts Inc, Se, 46.95; 
O’Reilly Automotive Inc, Re, 10.50; 
Orscheln Farm & Home, Re, Tools, 
Su, Bu, 600.61; Overhead Door 
Co-Lincoln, Bu, Ci, 1,044.00; 
Pac ‘N’ Save Discount Food, 
Su, Bu, Meals, 4,564.31; Pitney 
Bowes Inc, Ma, 105.00; Principal 
Financial Group, Ins, 2,138.22; 
Progressive Microtechnology, 
Ma, Se, 695.00; Quill Corp, Su, 
411.49; R R Donnelley, Su, 156.31; 
Resco, Se, Inv, 26,650.00; Seward 
County Clerk/Reg D, Ex, 100.00; 
Seward County Independent, 
Ex, Su, 896.29; Seward County 
Treasurer, Se, Misc, 19,607.89; 
Seward Lumber & Home Cent, 
Gu, Su, Bu, 1,023.78; Seward 
Public Schools, Fees, 55.39; 
Seward Wind LLC, Ut, 31,682.69; 
Skarshaug Testing Laboratory, 
Se, 697.28; Sports Express, Un, 
30.00; Storey Kenworthy / Matt P, 
Su, 537.96; Subsurface Solutions, 
Tools, 9,902.39; Total Tool Supply 
Inc, Tools, 2,479.00; Valentino’s, 
Meals, 77.90; Verizon Wireless, 
Se, 453.15
Visa - Pinnacle Bank: 406.44
Amazon.com, Su, 23.88; Walmart, 
Ma, Re, Ma, 86.32; Bluestem 
Network, Ex, 115.00; Game & 
Parks Mailroom, Su, 44.00; NI 
State Payport, Su, 35.87; Zoom.

us, Ex, 16.03; Harlequinn, Su, 
26.54; American Library Assn, 
Misc, 58.80
Windstream Nebraska Inc, Se, 
1,932.98; Woods & Aitken LLP, Se, 
854.00; York County Emergency 
M, Su, 3.20; York Equipment, Re, 
307.40
CLAIMS TOTAL: $879,467.48
Bonnie Otte
Asst. Admin/Clerk-Treasurer/
Budget & HR Director
SCI — February 24, 2021

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
MARCH 16, 2021

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
February 16, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding, Darrell Zabrocki
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy 
Johnson
Approved the minutes of February 
9, 2021.
Approved Seward County claims 
through February 5, 2021.
Gary Petersen, Emergency 
Manager, gave an update of his 
activities.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
Approved Fee Schedules for 
County offices.
Discussed Fund/Line Item for 
Problem Solving Court. No action 
was taken.
Approved Surplus Property 
Disposal Request for the Detention 
Center.
Approved Sheriff Fee & Mileage 
Report for December 2020.
Opened sealed bids for the 
painting of courthouse dome.
Approved HR Director Interview 
Committee & Deputy County 
Attorney recommendations for 
terms of employment and to offer 
the position to Carina Sanchez.
A p p r o v e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e 
Courthouse lawn/Courthouse 
restrooms for the 2021 Seward 4th 
of July Craft Show, as presented 
by Sharon Hambek, Seward 4th of 
July Committee.
Approved usage of donated 
catastrophic leave for employee 
#0117.
Adopted the agenda for February 
23, 2021, and adjourned at 10:21 
a.m.
Brandy Johnson
Deputy County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS
THROUGH FEBRUARY 5, 2021
ADP LLC,  SE,  $2 ,505 .30 ; 
ADVANCED CORR HLTHCR, SE, 
$4,439.57; ADVANCED OFFICE 
AUTOM, SU, $112.21; AMERITAS 
LIFE INS, FE, $17,343.81; BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY, UT, $1,630.72; 
BLUE VALLEY BEHAV HLTH, 
SE, $292.50; BUFFALO CO 
SHERIFFS OFF, SE, $6.00; 
CATTLE BANK & TRUST, FE, 
$203.73; CITY OF SEWARD, 
UT, $9,342.66; CLERK DIST 
COURT, SE, $25.00; CLERK 
DIST COURT, SE, $597.00; 
CONTINUUM, SE, $3,250.00; 
CORI J STAVA, SE, $1,023.00; 
CULLIGAN, SE, $62.75; GREG 
DAMMAN, SE, $1,729.10; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, SU, $1,365.84; 
E G A N  S U P P LY  C O ,  S U , 
$91.69; FARMERS COOP, SU, 
$7,621.55; FIRST WIRELESS, 
UT, $1,016.00; GALLS LLC, SE, 
$51.71; GUARDIAN RFID, EQ, 
$500.00; HELMINK PRINTING, 
SU, $26.00; HERPOLSHEIMERS 
INC, SE, $40.66; HOMETOWN 
LEASING, FE, $464.52; IDEMIA 
I D E N T I T Y,  S E ,  $ 4 8 0 . 1 7 ; 
JONES BANK (FICA) ,  FE, 
$17,739.73; KONICA MINOLTA, 
SE, $274.60; LANCASTER CO 
SHERIFF, SE, $127.21; LEE’S 
REFRIGERATION, SE, $590.86; 
MID AMERICAN BENEFITS, 
FE, $123.25; MIDWEST AUTO 
PARTS, SU, $561.52; MIDWEST 
OFFICE AUTOM, SU, $61.99; 
MIDWEST SPECIAL SERV, SE, 
$876.00; MIPS INC, SE, $2,241.29; 
NE ASSN OF CO OFFICIALS, 
FE, $360.00; OFFICENET, SE, 
$379.66; ONESOURCE, SU, 
$113.00; OREILLY AUTOMOTIVE, 
SE, $519.41; ORKIN LLC, SE, 
$111.78; OWENS EDUCATION 
SERV, SE, $221.85; PAC N SAVE, 
SU, $432.54; PAPER TIGER 
SHREDDING, SE, $115.00; 
PETTY CASH FUND, FE, $147.02; 
POLLACK AND BALL,  SE, 
$404.00; POTTER REPAIR, SE, 
$104.71; QUADIENT LEASING, 
FE, $81.98; QUADIENT, INC, SE, 
$250.94; REGION V SERVICES, 
S E ,  $ 2 , 4 8 4 . 5 8 ;  R U M E RY 
LANDSCAPE, SE, $79.99; SEC 
OF ST - ELECTIONS, SU, $10.00; 
SEW CO ASSESSOR REAP 
FND, FE, $20,000.00; SEWARD 
COUNTY COURT, SE, $768.00; 
SEWARD CO INDEPENDENT, 
SE, $661.64; SEWARD CO PUB 
TRANSIT, SE, $54.00; SEW CO 
SHERIFF UNCOLL FEES, FE, 
$116.00; SEWARD LUMBER, 
SU, $10.44; SOC HUMAN RES 

MGMT, FE, $219.00; SOARIN 
GROUP, SE, $6,197.94; SPORTS 
EXPRESS, SU, $323.73; ST 
OF NE DAS ST ACCTING, 
SE, $22.00; ST OF NE DAS 
COMM, SE, $448.00; SUMMIT 
FOOD SERV, SE, $4,619.36; 
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST, 
SE, $667.80; UPS, SE, $22.46; 
VERIZON WIRELESS,  UT, 
$1,788.29; VISA, FE, $1,056.84; 
WELLS FARGO, SE, $198.15; 
WINDSTREAM, UT, $1,094.82; 
WYTHERS LAW, SE, $990.00; 
3RD MILLENNIUM CLASS, SE, 
$120.00; AFFORDABLE INT SOL, 
SU, $74.99; KEN PANKOKE, 
SE, $629.49; CATERPILLAR 
FIN SERV, FE, $6,300.00; DALE 
JOHNSON ENT, SE, $8,359.51; 
GENERAL FIRE & SFT EQUIP, 
SE, $1,148.55; HYDRAULIC 
EQUIP SERV, SE, $253.48; 
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, 
S E ,  $ 1 9 5 . 3 3 ;  M E D I C A L 
ENTERPRISES, SU, $35.00; 
MIDWEST SERV & SALES, SE, 
$1,962.53; NE EQUIPMENT INC, 
SE, $54.50; NE PUB POW DIST, 
UT, $179.32; NMC, INC, SE, 
$820.37; NORRIS PUB POW 
DIST, UT, $1,736.29; PENNER’S 
TIRE & AUTO, SE, $2,087.74; 
R D O  T R U C K  C E N T E R S , 
SE, $382.13; ROCKMOUNT 
RESEARCH, SE, $421.07; SACK 
LUMBER, SU, $180.00; UTICA 
PARTS & SERV, SE, $44.17; 
VILLAGE OF GARLAND, FE, 
$50.61; VILLAGE OF UTICA, 
FE, $54.20; WALNUT CREEK 
REPAIR, SE, $170.00; MILES 
PARTNERSHIP, FE, $3,000.00; 
VANGUARD APPRAISALS, FE, 
$2,800.00; DELTA DENTAL OF 
NEBR, SE, $29.97; SEWARD CO 
HLTH CLM FND, FE, $132,625.77; 
MILFORD AGING SERVICES, FE, 
$1,913.40; MOMS MEALS, SE, 
$126.21; QUILL CORPORATION, 
SU, $33.98; SEWARD AGING 
SERV, SE, $2,508.05; UTICA 
AGING SERVICE, SE, $3,444.65; 
MOTOROLA, EQ, $11,994.24; 
CORNHUSKER STATE IND, 
S E ,  $ 1 , 6 1 6 . 0 0 ;  AWA R D S 
U N L I M I T E D ,  S U ,  $ 4 2 . 0 0 ; 
CREATIVE PRODUCT SRC, SU, 
$251.74; CROSS AND SONS, SE, 
$2,129.16; C&S SALES LLC, SE, 
$5,495.00; EMBLEM ENTERPR, 
SE, $338.86; LINCOLN POLICE 
GARAGE, SE, $462.28; MEYER 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $220.95; 
SHERWIN WILLIAMS,  SU, 
$162.00; STOP STICK LTD, SU, 
$548.00; TRANSUNION RISK, FE, 
$160.00; WATCH GUARD VIDEO, 
SE, $5,050.00; WESTERN OIL II 
LLC, SU, $826.44; WINDSTREAM 
COMM, UT, $220.00
SALARIES: $253,169.11
GORSS SALARIES INCLUDE 
DEDUCTIONS TO:
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN CO 
WISCONSIN; DELTA DENTAL OF 
NEBR; VSP VISION; WADDELL 
& REED
SCI/MT — February 24, 2021

VILLAGE OF
BEAVER CROSSING

February 10, 2021
The following is condensed form 
of the minutes for the February 10, 
2021, meeting. A complete copy is 
on file at Village Hall, 800 Dimery 
St, Beaver Crossing, NE.
The Board of Trustees met in 
open public session at 7:00 pm at 
the Village Hall. Board members 
present: G. Zieg, J. Leif, L. 
Breitkreutz, M. Banks, JP Black. 
Motions were properly made, 
seconded and carried for the 
following: Treasurer Report Claims, 
January 13, 2021, Minutes, 2010 
Maintenance Report; Cameras 
received and will be installed. 
Waiting for parts for repair of the 
2010 Well. Community Betterment 
committee reported that grant 
money from the NRD has been 
received for the snack/restroom 
project in the city park. Meeting 
adjourned at 7.27p.m.
P. Pankoke
Clerk/Treasurer
C la ims:  Centenn ia l  Pub l i c 
Schoo l ,  $620 .00  gene ra l ; 
A. Kohout, $135.00 general; 
Office Net $65.21 general; NE 
Dept. of Environmental Quality, 
$150.00 water; LARM, $440.91 
park; NE Public Health, $15.00 
water; Recycling Enterprises 
$360.00 general; Aqua-Chem 
INC., $1294.56 water; Beaver 
Hardware, $53.49 general, street, 
water; Windstream, $285.29 
general; Milford A/C Appliance, 
$208.49 general; Kopchos, $56.00 
general; York Sprinkler Systems, 
$120.00 park; Central Valley 
Ag., $488.51 general, Farmers 
Union Coop, $490.00, streets, 
Seward Co. Independent, $22.40 
general; G. Grantski, $100.00 
general; A. Philyaw, $100.00 
general; J. Kozisek, $332.48 
general; Norris PPD, $2,029.36 
general; Card Services, $2,215.28 
general, street; Wages, $4,165.11 
general, street, water; BC VFD, 
$522.30 fire; US Treasury, $963.40 
general, street, water; NE Dept. of 
Revenue, $536.07 general
SCI — February 24, 2021
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HEARINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
public hearings will be held by 
the Planning Commission of the 
City of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, on Monday, March 8, 
2021, at 7:30 p.m. and the City 
Council of the City of Seward, 
Seward County, Nebraska, on 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m. in the East & West Basement 

of the Seward Civic Center at 
615 Bradford Street, Seward, 
Nebraska.
Said public hearing will be to 
review a Re-zone application 
to the City of Seward Unified 
Land Development Ordinance; 
said application is to re-zone the 
CLBKDB Subdivision from AG 
Agricultural District to RR Rural 
Residential District.
The area which is the subject 
of this notice and of the public 
hearings is described as follows.
Legal Description:
C O M M E N C I N G  AT  T H E 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SECTION 14; THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST (ASSUMED 
BEARING), ON SECTION LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 1269.99 FEET TO 
A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF 
DOWNING ACRES EXTENDED 
NORTH;  THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST A DISTANCE OF 
23.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
1°06’06” EAST A DISTANCE 
OF 45.01’ TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, MARKED WITH A 
¾ INCH PIPE; THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST, PARALLEL TO 
SECTION LINE, A DISTANCE OF 
462.13 FEET TO A ¾ INCH PIPE; 
THENCE SOUTH 0°00’00” WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 297.57 FEET TO 
A ¾ INCH PIPE; THENCE SOUTH 
51°31’17” WEST A DISTANCE OF 
574.24 FEET TO A ¾ INCH PIPE; 
THENCE NORTH 1°06’06” WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 654.99 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. (PID 
800038266)
All persons interested may appear 
and be heard.
Tim Dworak
Building/Zoning &
Codes Enforcement Director
SCI — February 24, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
a public hearing will be held by 
the Planning Commission of the 
City of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, on Monday, March 
8, 2021, 7:30 p.m. in the East & 
West Basement of the Seward 
Civic Center at 616 Bradford Street 
Seward, Nebraska.
Said public hearings will be to 
review “CLBKDB Subdivision” 
Minor Plat.
The area which is the subject 
of this notice and of the Public 
hearing is described as follows:
A PART OF  THE  NORTH 
HALF OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 14, 
TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST OF THE 6th PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, CITY OF SEWARD 2 
MILE JURISDICTION, SEWARD 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA.
Legal Description:
C O M M E N C I N G  AT  T H E 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SECTION 14; THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST (ASSUMED 
BEARING), ON SECTION LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 1269.99 FEET TO 
A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF 
DOWNING ACRES EXTENDED 
NORTH;  THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST A DISTANCE OF 
23.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
1°06’06” EAST A DISTANCE 
OF 45.01’ TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, MARKED WITH A 
¾ INCH PIPE; THENCE NORTH 
90°00’00” EAST, PARALLEL TO 
SECTION LINE, A DISTANCE OF 
462.13 FEET TO A ¾ INCH PIPE; 
THENCE SOUTH 0°00’00” WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 297.57 FEET TO 
A ¾ INCH PIPE; THENCE SOUTH 
51°31’17” WEST A DISTANCE OF 
574.24 FEET TO A ¾ INCH PIPE; 
THENCE NORTH 1°06’06” WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 654.99 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. (PID 
800038266)
All persons interested may appear 
and be heard.
Tim Dworak
Building/Zoning
Code Enforcement Director
SCI — February 24, 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
public hearings will be held by 
the Planning Commission of the 
City of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, on Monday, March 
8, 2021, 7:30 p.m. and the City 
Council of the City of Seward, 
Seward County, Nebraska, on 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021, at 7:00 
p.m. in the East & West Basement 
of the Seward Civic Center at 
616 Bradford Street Seward, 
Nebraska.
Said public hearings will be to 
review a Text Amendment to 
the City of Seward Unified Land 
Development Ordinance; Article 40 
Circulation System Design 410-40.
All persons interested may appear 
and be heard.
Tim Dworak
Building/Zoning
Code Enforcement Director
SCI — February 24, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 
a Public Hearing will be held 
on the proposed One and Six 
Year Seward County Highway 
Department Program in the County 
Commissioner ’s Room in the 
Seward County Courthouse, 
Seward, Nebraska, on March 9, 
2021, at 10:00 A.M. The purpose of 
this Public Hearing is to generate 
public opinion and comment in 
regard to the One and Six Year 
Program.

Terry Wicht
Seward County

Highway Superintendent
SCI/MT — February 17, 24, 2021
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EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the 

Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference 
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, family status, or national origin, or an intention, to make 
such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Family status includes 
children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; 
pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.

 The Independent will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT
FOR RENT 1 & 2 Bedroom 
Apartment In Friend. $400-
$450 Monthly Plus Deposit. 
Call for details (402) 202-3397 

LARGE, SPACIOUS 2 BR APT 
below Lothrop Animal Clinic. 
$695/mo + $100 utilities. No 
smoking/no pets. 402-826-
5149.

Rent Sokol Hall for various 
social and business functions. 
Hall is air-conditioned and 
handicap accessible. Contact 
Lumir Sukovaty at 402-821-
2429 or Leon Slama at 402-
239-2857.  For  kolaches, 
contact Joan Kotas at 402-
821-2971.

Clean, Spacious 2 BR 1 BATH 
DUPLEX in Seward. Washer/
D r ye r  h o o ku p s .  K i t c h e n 
appliances included. Attached 
one-stall Garage. No Pets. 
Background checks conducted. 
Available March.   402-802-
0508.

STATEWIDES

STORAGE
UNITS

144 South 10th

643-3034 • 643-3357

SERVICES

MILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869
Schweitzer Auction Service

Brian D. Schweitzer
402-641-1266

Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 
Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More

Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

WENDY’S Premier PAINTING

402-641-6092
Find me on        too!

— and—
Interior Home or Business

Refurbished Furniture

Justice
Refrigeration, Heating & Air

Residential & Commercial
24-hour service

402-803-8788

Lee’s
Refrigeration
Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7 Service-Sales-Installation
— Commercial & Residential —

734 Seward St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3644 • 800-274-3644

B I G  G U N  S h ow  -  M a rc h 
5 -7 ,2021 ,  Mid Amer ican 
Center, Council Bluffs, IA. 
Friday 4pm-9pm, Saturday 
9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. 
Nebraska FFL Dealers available 
for transfers. Admission $8. 
Info: 563-608-4401, www.
marvkrauspromotions.net.

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Our case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case. Call 1-866-818-
0868. Free Consultation. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar).

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free 
Off-Peak Data. Fast download 
speeds. WiFi built in! Free 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

BETTER BUSINESS Bureau 
Student of Integrity Awards, 
$2,000 Scholarships. For NE 
High School Seniors. Application 
Deadline 3-12-21. Info at bbb.
org/nebraska or 800-649-6814 
#8526.

PROTECT YOUR yield from 
soybean white mold and 
SDS! Ask your seed dealer for 
Heads Up® Seed Treatment. 
Cost effective, Proven results. 
headsupST.com/plant 21 or 
866-368-9306.

COMBAT VETERANS, Free 
“Lessons Learned (The Hard 
Way) About Combat.” Hated 
enough to kill? Hopeless? 
Wanted to die? Close calls - 
should be dead? Call/text 402-
677-7082.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a 
button sends help Fast, 24/7! 
At home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free First 
Aid Kit (with subscription). Call 
855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - Not just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your Free Dental information 
kit with all the details! 1-855-
490-4149, www.dental50plus.
com/81 #6258.

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
Free, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-513-0190.

SEEKING FRIENDLY, energetic 
person to manage our meat 
department in Winner, SD. 
Three years meat management 
experience required. Great 
salary, bonus,health insurance, 
a n d  4 0 1 K .  R e s u m e  t o 
msteck58@gmail.com.

GUARANTEED LIFE Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167.

HIGH-SPEED Internet.  We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-888-326-
3360.

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed.  $40/month .  65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299.

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trusted 
by authors since 1920. Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

THINKING ABOUT installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. Free 
design consultation. Enjoy your 
shower again! Call 1-866-604-
0853 today to see how you can 
save $1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/
nepress.

BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian Faith 
Publishing for your Free author 
submission kit. 1-866-558-
6428.

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784.

EARTHL INK H IGH Speed 
Internet. As low as $49.95/
month (for the first 3 months). 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earthlink 
today, 1-844-254-0368.

PUT ON your TV ears and hear 
TV with unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original were originally 
$129.95, now with this special 
offer are only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-855-404-3553.

A-1 DONATE your car, running or 
not! Fast Free Pickup. Maximum 
tax deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Foundation 
programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 888-981-7797

MARKETPLACE

MEETINGS
NOTICE

OF PUBLIC MEETINGS
CITY OF SEWARD

Notice is hereby given that a 
meeting of the following will be 
held:
Cemetery Board, March 1, 2021, 
7:00 PM, Seward Civic Center, 616 
Bradford St., Seward, NE, 68434.
Community Redevelopment 
Authority, March 10, 2021, 5:00 
PM, Seward Municipal Building, 
142 N 7th St, Seward, NE 68434.
Library Board, March 19, 2021, 
8:00 AM, Seward Memorial Library, 
Main Level Conference Room, 233 
S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
Seward City Council, March 2, 
2021, 7:00 PM, Seward Civic 
Center East & West Basement, 
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE, 
68434
Civic Center Commission, March 
8, 2021, 5:00 PM, Seward Civic 
Center, 616 Bradford St., Seward, 
NE 68434
Planning Commission, March 
8, 2021, 7:30 PM, Seward Civic 
Center East & West Basement, 
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE 
68434
Tree Board, March 8, 2021, 5:30 
PM, Seward Memorial Library, 233 
S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
S e w a r d  A g i n g  S e r v i c e s 
Commission, March 9, 2021, 1:00 
PM, Lied Senior Center, 1010 
Manor Drive West, Seward, NE 
68434
Seward City Council, March 16, 
2021, 7:00 PM, Seward Civic 
Center East & West Basement, 
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE, 

68434
All meetings are open to the 
public. The agenda for each 
meeting listed, which shall be kept 
continually current, shall be readily 
available for public inspection at 
the office of the City Clerk, 537 
Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, 
during normal business hours.

Bonnie Otte
City Clerk

SCI — February 24, 2021
ZNEZ

PROPERTY SALES
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Re: #1 - Deed of Trust filed for 
record on October 7, 2009, at 
Instrument No. 200903242 and 
refiled on December 10, 2010, at 
Instrument No 201003222
Chad J. Wythers
Wythers Law Office
P.O. Box 98
Seward, NE 68434
Phone 402-643-3639
You are hereby notified that the 
following-described property will be 
sold by Chad J. Wythers, Attorney 
at Law, Successor Trustee, at 
public auction to the highest bidder 
at the North side of the Seward 
County Courthouse, 529 Seward 
St., in the City of Seward, Seward 
County, Nebraska, on March 
19, 2021, at nine o’clock a.m. 
(9:00am):
Lots 1 and 4, in Block 3, in Mary 
R. Spear’s Addition to the City 
of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, commonly known as 
945 North 5th St., Seward, NE 

68434,
The highest bidder will deposit 
with the Trustee, at the time of 
the sale, cash or a cashier ’s 
check in the amount of $5,000.00, 
with the full purchase price, in 
certified funds, to be received 
by the Trustee by 5:00 p.m. on 
the day of the sale, except this 
requirement is waived when the 
highest bidder is the beneficiary. 
(If the sale is held after 1:00 P.M., 
the deposit requirement remains 
the same, and the full purchase 
price, in certified funds, shall be 
received by the Trustee by 5:00 
p.m. the following business day.) 
This sale is subject to any and all 
(1) real estate taxes, (2) special 
assessments, (3) easements, 
covenants, restrictions, ordinances 
and resolutions of record which 
affect the property, (4) unpaid 
water bills, (5) prior mortgages 
and/or deeds of trust, (6) ground 
leases of record, all applicable 
fees, and all taxes, including the 
documentary stamp tax. This 
property is sold “as is” and this sale 
is made without any warranties as 
to title or condition of the property.

Chad J. Wythers
Attorney at Law,

Successor Trustee.
By:

s/ Chad Wythers
Chad J. Wythers, #22383

Wythers Law Office
129 N. 5th St., Box 98

Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-3639

SCI — February 03, 10, 17, 24, 
March 03, 2021

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Re: #2 - Deed of Trust filed for 
record on September 25, 2018, at 
Instrument No. 201802216
Chad J. Wythers
Wythers Law Office
P.O. Box 98
Seward, Nebraska 48434
Phone 402-643-3639
You are hereby notified that the 
following-described property will be 
sold by Chad J. Wythers, Attorney 
at Law, Successor Trustee, at 
public auction to the highest bidder 
at the North side of the Seward 
County Courthouse, 529 Seward 
St., in the City of Seward, Seward 
County, Nebraska, on March 
19, 2021, at nine o’clock a.m. 
(9:00am):
Lots 1 and 4, in Block 3, in Mary 
R. Spear’s Addition to the City 
of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, commonly known as 
945 North 5th St., Seward, NE 
68434,
The highest bidder will deposit 
with the Trustee, at the time of 
the sale, cash or a cashier ’s 
check in the amount of $5,000.00, 
with the full purchase price, in 
certified funds, to be received 
by the Trustee by 5:00 p.m. on 
the day of the sale, except this 
requirement is waived when the 
highest bidder is the beneficiary. 
(If the sale is held after 1:00 P.M., 
the deposit requirement remains 
the same, and the full purchase 
price, in certified funds, shall be 
received by the Trustee by 5:00 
p.m. the following business day.) 
This sale is subject to any and all 
(1) real estate taxes, (2) special 
assessments, (3) easements, 

covenants, restrictions, ordinances 
and resolutions of record which 
affect the property, (4) unpaid 
water bills, (5) prior mortgages 
and/or deeds of trust, (6) ground 
leases of record, all applicable 
fees, and all taxes, including the 
documentary stamp tax. This 
property is sold “as is” and this sale 
is made without any warranties as 
to title or condition of the property.

Chad J. Wythers
Attorney at Law,

Successor Trustee.
By:

s/ Chad Wythers
Chad J. Wythers, #22383

Wythers Law Office
129 N. 5th St., Box 98

Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-3639

SCI — February 03, 10, 17, 24, 
March 03, 2021
ZNEZ

PERMITS
NOTICE

OF PERMIT ISSUANCE
The Nebraska Department of 
Environment and Energy (NDEE) 
proposes to modify the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit for 
the City of Seward Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, 1040 South 
Columbia Avenue, Seward, NE 
(NPDES# NE0023876; SIC 4952). 
This publicly owned treatment 
works  rece ives and t reats 
domestic and process industrial 
wastewater which discharges 
from a mechanical treatment 
system through Outfall 001 and 

Outfall 002. Outfall 001 discharges 
to Plum Creek, Segment BB4-
20600 in the Big Blue River 
Basin. Outfall 002 discharges 
to the Big Blue River, Segment 
BB4-20000 in the Big Blue River 
Basin. Modifications include the 
addition of Outfall 002, changed 
pollutant scan requirements, 
and the addition of permit action 
items. The modification will not 
change the expiration date of 
the permit and will continue to 
restrict pollutant discharges to 
comply with the requirements of 
Department regulations. The draft 
permit, fact sheet and other public 
information are available for review 
at NDEE’s Lincoln Office (address 
below) between 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. weekdays, excluding 
holidays. To request copies of the 
draft permit and other information, 
call 402-471-3557. Individuals 
requiring special accommodations 
or alternate formats of materials 
should notify the Department by 
calling 402-471-2186. TDD users 
should call 800-833-7352 and 
ask the relay operator to call the 
Department at 402-471-2186. 
Written comments, objection and/
or hearing requests concerning 
permit issuance may be submitted 
to Kim Bubb, NPDES and State 
Permi ts  Sect ion,  Nebraska 
Department of Environment and 
Energy, PO Box 98922, Lincoln, 
NE 68509-8922 before the 
comment period ending date of 
March 26, 2021. A determination to 
hold a hearing will be based upon 
factual environmental or regulatory 
consideration.
SCI — February 24, 2021
ZNEZ
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UNDERWOOD
TEAM P.C.

Al Underwood
Ashley CrowdellEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR
®

402-643-3300
655 SOUTH ST.
SEWARD, NE

200 Montana Circle * Utica
$25,000

629 Jackson Ave. * Seward
$194,000

420-430 1st St. * Utica
$84,500

1171 Ironwood Dr. * Seward
$246,000

Agent/Owner

PRICE REDUCED!

www.underwoodTeam4You.com

117 Goldenrod Ln. * Seward
$485,000

SIMULATED

2124 Parkview Dr. * Seward
$419,000

Agent/Owner

SOLD

1328 Sunrise Dr. * Seward
$168,000

NEW LISTING!

921 N. 3rd St. * Seward
$188,000

NEW LISTING!

SOLD SOLD

202 Knotty Pine Ln. * Seward
$425,000

SOLD

Have a 
Great

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

with the

Classifieds

Happy Mother’s 
Day

HIGH-FLYING
SAVINGS 

WITH THE 

CLASSIFIEDS

112 S 4TH  |  SEWARD, NE 68434

402.643.2541
WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

LOCAL REALTORS THAT FRIENDS 
RECOMMEND TO FRIENDS.       

Shelly Nitz
402-641-0698

shelly.nitz@woodsbros.com

Kelby Nitz
402-646-0429

kelby.nitz@woodsbros.com

Angela Mueller
402-646-8826

angela.mueller@woodsbros.com

Angela • Shelly • Kelby

Are you thinking of selling?
Do you have a friend  

that wants to sell?
WE HAVE MANY BUYERS!

236 N  
2nd St
Seward

$149,900

1749 
Meadow 
Lane Dr
Seward

$179,500

330 
Church St

Seward
$180,000

105 Utica Cir • Utica
1 Acre • $27,500

304 Ash St • Seward
2 BD, 2 BA Townhome • $199,900

490 Church St • Seward
3 BD, 2 BA, Zero Entry • $169,900

533 
Church St

Seward
$239,900



CLASSIFIED 
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In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.com milfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check their 
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

SHOP
LOCAL

Help Wanted
Equipment Operator/

Maintenance
Duties include

feed truck operation.  
Mechanical, welding

and other maintenance 
skills preferred. 
Inquiries can be

emailed to
djdmfc@yahoo.com

or on location at
Midwest Feeding Co. 

851 238th

Milford, NE

PEN RIDER WANTED
Midwest Feeding in Milford

Experience helpful. Full-time position available. Benefits. 
Apply in person or mail resume to:

Midwest Feeding Co. • 851–238th, Milford, NE 68405
Feedlot is immediately south of the I-80 Milford exit

NOW HIRING 
CDL Ready 

Mixed Drivers
Crete • Palmyra • Beatrice

Earn $50k-$60k in first year

Medical & Retirement Benefits

Immediate Paid Time Off

Other locations throughout Nebraska

NEBCOinc.com/careers
402-826-2779

City of Seward is accepting applications
(until positions are filled) for the

Seward Dowding Swimming Pool
for the following seasonal positions: 

Assistant Manager (Age 18 & Up)

Lifeguard (Age 15 & Up)

Water Safety Instructor and Instructor Aide 
(Age 14 & Up)

Applications available at Seward City Hall,
537 Main St., P. O. Box 38; Seward, NE 68434-0038,

Telephone 402-643-2928
and at City website: www.CityofSewardNE.gov.

Reasonable accommodations available for persons 
needing assistance in completing application.  

Request for accommodations should be made at 
time of application. 

All positions of employment with the City of Seward
are subject to a Veteran’s Preference.

City of Seward is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

City of Seward – Full-Time Position • Full Benefits

STREET MAINTENANCE WORKER I
*** $14.50–$19.50/hour ***

Maintenance Worker I: Performs a variety of manual 
labor in the construction, maintenance and repair of 
streets, storm sewers, dike, municipal building and 
grounds and equipment; drives trucks and operates 

light equipment depending on the job; assists 
in vector control; assists in operating municipal 

burn pile and Recycling Center. Graduation from 
high school or equivalent and prior experience 

as a laborer in the maintenance of buildings and 
grounds, streets; one year of experience with various 

computer programs and functions is desirable; 
or any equivalent combination of experience and 

training; possession of a valid Class B Commercial 
Driver’s License, or ability to obtain; ability to obtain 
a state pesticide application license within one year.

Applications accepted until filled. Must meet 
minimum requirements.

Full job description and application:
www.CityofSewardNE.gov.

Seward City Hall, 537 Main St.; P.O. Box 38;
Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-2928

Reasonable accommodations available for persons 
needing assistance in completing application and 

should be made at time of application.
All positions of employment with the City of Seward are 

subject to a Veteran’s Preference. Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Evening Shifts 
            & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day, Evening & Night Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Cook: FT  PM Shift | • Housekeeping: FT

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Dietary Aide: FT

Aramark Facility Services
ARAMARK Facility Services, located at Concordia University
in Seward, NE, is seeking applicants for the following position:

Groundskeeper
Drug screen and background check required. Full-time benefits 

include 10 paid holidays, optional health/dental insurance, 
paid vacation and PTO. Applicants can apply at the Concordia 

University Buildings and Grounds office, 700 E. Lincoln St., 
Seward, Nebraska, or online at www.aramark.com/careers.

Aramark is an EOE, Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

RN– Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred.  
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN licensure required 
and ACLS required.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred. Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  
—Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday–Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience and Chronic Care Management experience preferred. Current licensure required. 
—Seward Family Medical Clinic

Director of Quality Programs: Full-time day position. Candidate is responsible for 
Quality Programs and Risk Management efforts; in evaluating, trending and communicating 
information gathered through various tools. A candidate with a minimum of Bachelor of Science 
Degree from an accredited Nursing program preferred, with a minimum of three years related 
experience.  —Memorial Hospital

Accounting Manager: Full-time days, reporting to CFO. Candidate is responsible for the 
entire general ledger, account reconciliations, preparation of financial statements, management 
reports, and budget. Supervises the account payable function and the Accounting staff.  
Expertise in computer use, MS Excel and accounting products required.  Accounting degree 
preferred; equivalent experience or training will be considered.  —Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday–Friday with Saturday 
rotation. This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  
Critical thinking and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service 
and communicating with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing 
experience preferred. Current licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

East Butler Public School
is accepting applications for a

Food Service Manager
This position will follow a 188-day contract and will consist of 40 
hours per week at $16.00 per hour and will include an insurance 
plan. Job duties will include: manage and coordinate the day-to-

day foodservice operations; assure compliance with District, State, 
and Federal requirements and laws regarding nutrition, sanitation, 

safety, and record-keeping; select, assign, schedule, supervise, 
and direct assigned food service personnel. A complete list of 

performance responsibilities, knowledge, and abilities is available 
at the Superintendent’s office. The position is open until filled.

Interested persons should send a letter of application
and resume to:

Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent
East Butler Public School, PO Box 36, Brainard, NE 68626

402-545-2081  •  meldridge@ebutler.esu7.org  •  EOE

City of Seward is accepting applications (until 
positions are filled) for the Seward Municipal Golf 

Course for the following seasonal positions:

Golf Shop Seasonal Summer
Seasonal Laborer (Golf Grounds)

Applications available at
Seward City Hall, 537 Main St., PO Box 38,

Seward, NE 68434-0038; Telephone 402-643-2928 
and at City website: www.CityofSewardNE.gov.

Reasonable accommodations available for persons 
needing assistance in completing application and 

should be made at time of application.
All positions of employment with the City of Seward are 

subject to a Veteran’s Preference. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Case IH Nebraska Equipment dealership
in Seward, NE, is looking for a

Shipping and Receiving/Parts
counter person

Qualifications:
Ag equipment knowledge • Shipping & receiving

parts sales counter person

Responsibilites:
Perform the daily office support operations
of the Nebraska Inc. shipping and receiving, 

warehouse functions. This will include working 
well with other employees, tracking all 

shipments; inbound and outbound and parts 
counter sales.

• Good computer skills • Must be able to lift up to 
50 lbs. occasionally with help, 25 lbs. regularly

402-643-6641 • www.nebraskaequip.com

HELP WANTED
SALINE COUNTY is accepting 
applications for BRIDGE CREW. 
Welding experience preferred. 
Application forms may be 
obtained from the office of the 
Highway Supt., Courthouse, 
204 South High, Wilber, NE 
68465. Applications must be 
returned no later than 5:00 
p.m., Monday, March 1st. For 
more information call Bruce 
Filipi at 402-821-2737.

Saline County is accepting 
applications for a MECHANIC 
in the Crete Shop. Application 
forms may be obtained from 
the office of the Highway Supt., 
Courthouse, 204 South High, 
Wilber, Ne. 68465. Applications 
must be returned no later than 
5:00 p.m., Monday March 1st, 
2021. For more information call 
Bruce Filipi at 402-821-2737.

HELP WANTED: The Village 
of Beaver Crossing is taking 
applications for LIFEGUARDS, 
MANAGER and ASSISTANT 
MANAGER for 2021. Applicants 
must be 15 years or older. 
Requirements include CPR, 
First Aid, Lifeguard Certification 
and Pool Operator. Applications 
are available in the Clerk’s 
office or call 402-532-3925. 
Applications must be received 
by 12 pm on Friday, March 5, 
2021.
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John R Owens, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
402-643-6635

Brady A Johnson, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
402-643-6651

Adam R Greenquist, CRPC
Financial Advisor
402-643-6689

The Magic Starts Here!
402-643-3777

www.davissonfurniture.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Furniture Center
Davisson
2767 Progressive (South Hwy 15) • Seward, NE

508 N 6th • Seward
402-646-2020

1519 W. Hwy. 34 • Seward
402-643-2918 • pacnsaverx.com

Call Us
402-643-6669

or
800-873-6669

222 South 5th • Seward

Seward | Utica | Milford
402-643-2971 | www.mhcs.us

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

ilford
Dental

CL IN IC  P.C.

Dental

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

Dental

112 B Street 
Milford, NE 68405

402-761-2351 
milfordnedentist.com

575 Fallbrook Blvd., Ste. 107 
Lincoln, NE 68521

402-467-0007 
fallbrookfamilydentistry.com

Seward • Dwight
402-643-2924

zabkafuneralhome.com

402-643-3676
www.sewardindependent.com

115 S. Hwy 6
Milford, NE

402-761-2341
subwaymotors.com

Congratulatio
ns

on Your State

Championship!

MILFORD, NE • 402-761-2341
www.subwaymotors.com

Since 1968

321 Jackson • Seward, NE
402-643-2560

Commercial & Residential Carpet Cleaning

111 North 3rd Street, Suite 2 • Seward
402-643-6054

www.campbellcleaning.com

Veteran-owned

The Bronco Spur
Utica, NE • 402-534-5055

238 S. 2nd St.
Seward, NE 68434

402-430-1183

Cory Mueller

G&P DeveloPment lanDfill
Providing Solid Waste

Services for
Seward/Saline Counties

402-761-3451

516 First St., Milford
Visit our website at prep.1040.com/heyentax

Phone or Fax (402) 761-2726

    HEYEN TAX & 
  ACCOUNTING, INC.

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

610 224th Rd. • Milford
(402) 761-3230 • www.sunrisecountrymanor.com

801 South D St. • Milford, NE 

402-761-3606

Thornridge
Golf Course

The results you want, the care you deserve.

510 Bradford St., Suite B • Seward, NE
402-646-2007 

enhancedphysicaltherapy.net

418 Seward St. • Seward, NE
402-643-4557 • gbecpa.com

Gabriel, Burger & Else, CPA

PAC ‘N’ SAVE 
DISCOUNT GROCERY 
We Are Local. We Are Family.

1519 WEST HWY 34 
SEWARD, NE • 402-643-6609

Member FDIC                      ubt.com       402.643.2954S. Hwy 15 • Seward • 402-643-4977

www.cattlebank.com

Malcolm
General Store

Malcolm, NE
402-796-2555

145 N. 5th • Seward
402-643-2911

suhrlichty.com

517 1st St. • Milford, NE 68405
(402) 761-2291

Premier Real Estate
www.PREnebraska.com

Milford • Friend
and Surrounding Communities

William J. Lauber, CFSP
Funeral Director/Owner

101 C Street • P.O. Box 41 • Milford, NE 68405
402-761-2424 • Friend: 402-947-2141

Email: lauberfuneralservice@windstream.net  •  laubermoore.com

FUNERAL HOME

MILFOyD

PHARMACY “Locally owned . . .hometown service”

Charlie Pierce R.P. 
 610 1st St. • Milford, NE • 402-761-2222

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC

513 First St.
402-761-3886

Mark Saltzman
402-761-2911

www.milfordtimes.net

Troyer
Insurance, Inc.

Sandy Troyer ★ T.J. Reynolds ★ Jeff Dankers
501 1st Street ★ Milford, NE 68405

See us for all your insurance needs.

402-761-3696
★ Celebrate Safely! ★

Troyer
Insurance, Inc.

Sandy Troyer ★ T.J. Reynolds ★ Jeff Dankers
501 1st Street ★ Milford, NE 68405

See us for all your insurance needs.

402-761-3696
★ Celebrate Safely! ★

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY REALTOR

®

112 S. 4th St. • Seward, NE
402-643-2541 • woodsbros.com

Class C State Champion
285 lbs.

Congratulations,
Carson Fehlhafer!

401 1st Street
Utica, NE
402-630-6718

oldcottonwood.com
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